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tli^r resolutions to alMmdon His worship and 
renootace His authority. And thus the view 
which 9t. Paul has given of ancient error^ and 
of humairoiature at large^ is the conclusion to 
which the r^er is ultimately led> where he 
is enabled to p^f ceive of these ages and coun- 
tries^ that as they/' did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge^ God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind." \ 

To many of his read^jrs^ whose opinion the 
author would esteem, the llyle in which this 
work is written may appearNtoo ornate and 
poeticaL But the fact is> that sl|ch a style is 
the necessary costume of such a suli)(M;t. Those 
early periods, and that pastoral sti^ of so- 
ciety which the tale endeavours to illdi^trate, 
form what may be called the poetical ^ of 
the world. It was the morning of man's ex- 
istence. In that period of youthful time, the 
feelings were most vivid, the modes of life 

I 
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most dasple and pictureiqiie^ fmd the vicisai- 
tades «f •ocietf tbe moafe striking aad «m- 
CRttfiii* And therefore^ whi^ ^ kok bcud^ 
tlmmgh the long Tista of agea ta tlwee e^at^ P 
which crowd its eammentemtaa^ tbay are like ' 
^eota ai^randiaed and iMttattfied by tlie Qiorn* 
ing sti&flbitiA ; and when we think or speak af 
them, it ia widi the itmar and hi th^ Ian* | 
gnage of poetry. Hence> too> the bard de- I 
I%bt8 td heoonie tbe denizen of these distant I 
ages, aad identifies his mind with ita diarae« 
tets Had fMmgs. It is there that he inds 
the homci of hia sinrit««-the '^ thoogfats that 
Tsiuhtiiry move harmottioiia mmbefi*" No- 
thing, tkeie&re, it is hoinblf caBoeired, wattle^ 
be Hiera mutttmal and more horitiW to erery^ 
ptlncii^e oi taste, than a patriarchal tale re-^; 
* kted in the prosaic language of atale of mo- 
demlife. 

Edinburgh, March, 1827- 
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/ 



John Eliot, in hifi day and/generatioiiy 
was a burning and a shininff^figlit ; and his 
character aa a OfarisUan, administer, and a 
missionary, has never b^n considered, by 
those who are capabl^f appreciating moral 
excellence, without^niimanding their warm- 
est approbation. 

When Christians, in general, had almost 
wholly forgot|&i their duty respecting the 
propagatioi^if divine trudi, and satisfied 
their coiuiciences by merely attempting to 
preserver the Church from the encroach - 
ment^f itp enemies he seized the banner 
pf ^ cro8% and^ under the influence of 
I and love, marched forth to take pos- 
of a new territory) in ihe name of 
his Almighty SnYlour. He turned his at- 
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X PREFACE. 

tention to the American Indians, injeurcum- 
stances which entirely prevent tha^sui^iciiHi 
of his being actuated by imprra^r motiyes ; 
and, by a long life of activp; enlightened, 
and persevering labour as ut Evangelist, he 
made full proof of his ^inistry, and af- 
forded an imequivocal/testimony to the 
world, that he loved tne cause of God as 
his own soul. Thov|gh several generations 
have passed away^nce his earthly course 
was finished, he stUl speaks from the grave 
in language whien conveys the most impor- 
tant lessons, ^[aving joined the glorious 
bond of witnmes to the truth, he urges the 
Christian to /ay aside every weight, to run 
with patien/s the race which is set before 
him, to aMund in every good woric, and to 
make the Anost strenuous efforts for the ad-^ 
vancemept of tiie truth* 

To tne various sources from whidh the 
following memoir of his Life is composed, 
we hi^e uniformly referred in connection 
with ihe statements which we have intro- 
duced. When we have been unaUe to 
make him his own biogr^ptier, by producing 
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PREFACE. 

extracts from his own letters and j^blica- 
tions, we have recorded £acts resperang him 
on the authority of Dr CoTToy Mather, 
Major Daniel Gookin, andr other pioos 
individuals, who enjoyed hisariendship, ad- 
mired his character, appr^mted his labours 
of lore, ^md witnessed tme esteem and res- 
pect in which he was h^d by ail who were 
acquainted with him. / In connection with, 
the account of his nomiistry among the In- 
dians, we have pnraented such a detail of 
fects respecting ^e power of the gospel on^ 
the minds of th^heathen, as will strengthen 
the convictioiyexisting in every j»ous mind, 
that, while me divine command, and not 
the simpleyprobability of success, must be 
made tlier rule of duty, in all missionary 
operatio^, the doctrine of ^^ Christ crucified" 
will, ynder the divine blessing, infallibly 
pro^ destructive to every system of fak^ 
rehpon, however congenial it may be with 

) depravity of man, or however calculated 
I strengthen or maintain its influence. 

The attempts to propi^te Christianity 
which were made by other ministers in 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PREFACE. 



New-England, during the seventeenth cea- 
taty^ had such an infimate connection with 



Eliot's labours, 
appears to be so 
principal objects 
in composing hisy 
them in differei 
as our plan, ai/d 



the narrative of them 

uch in unison with the 

ich we have had in view 

life, that we have related 

forms, at as great length 

the materials which we 



possessed, would permit. 



EDINBURQUf I } 

^Ut January, 182)6. > 



\ 
, ERRATUM. 

Pag« 147, for 1651, jreftd I66I. 
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JOHN ELIOT. 



i,. - - CHAPTER L 

diot*s%iuth — His conversion— His educatioiwat Cam- 
bridge-^Iis employment as usher in a schom at Little 
Baddow, ii^E^ia — His entrance into the sacred mi« 
nistry— His dmrture to AmericOf^His employment 
in the Cono^g^fiQnal Church at Boston^His mar- 
riage— Hu^tlcmeftt at Roibury^His character as a 
minister^ ^s/ 

I John Bliot was bom in England, in the year 

1604. His early life is involved in obscurity, — 

I ^^ and even the names and drcumstances of his p»- 

rents are now unknown. It appears, however, 

^^ that he enjoyed the unspeakable blessing of a 

'^ Christian education, which issued in his converr 

X ^0^ ^d 1^ ^na to remark, when advanced to 
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14 LIFE OF 

manhood, that *^ }^e saw that it was a great favour 
of God to him, to season his first times with the 
fear of God, the word, and prayer.*^ 
, . . He received an excellent education at the Uni- 
versity oi Camhridgej^and made remarkable pro- 
gress in his studies/" He became ^, jnnst- gcntej 
* gramm ar ian , and attained an extensive knowledge* 
of theology, of the ori^nal languages of the sacred V ' 
Scriptures, and of the sciences and liberal arts^ 
On his leaving the University, he was placed in 
drcumstances highly favourable to his mental and 
moral improvement, and which afforded him im- 
portant means of usefulness to his fellow-crea- 
tures. About the year 1629, the pious and 04- 
lightened Thomas Hooker, who afterwards proved 
(me of the most distinguished divines of New 
England, having, on acoeont of his noB-oonfbr- 
mity, been suspended from the exercise of the 
ministry at Chelmsford, in Essex^^tablished, «t 
the request ofoovowJ icspgclable pCTsens, a school 
St Little Baddow. Mr £lio^ wi^ employed as 
his usher ; and he discharged the duties oonaected 
with this ■ituati o tt . with grei^t Sdelity. His ser* 
vices proved very accep|4^ble to Mr Hooker, who 

*, Cotton Mather's Magoalia Cbristi Americana, b. 
ill. p, 173. -^ 

^ Mather's Magoalla, b. iu. p. 184. 
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JOHN ELIOT. 15 

took the giMHest inttraM in his wteMM«» ittccen- 
foRf directed Inm to the solemn considerii*i<m of 
divine truth, and de^ly impressed his mmd with 
his d^;B*ioni to glorify his Redeemer* Ihe 
bkesings which he enjoyed, at lit^ Baddow, 
weiKe gratefully remembttfed. ^ To diis place I 
WttStcaUed,*!,^ writes, ^ thnmgh the infinite 
lichas of Qa^ inerey in Christ Jeaas to my po^ 
-ui^l, for here die Lord said mito my dead soul, 
Xfira ; and, through die grace of Grod, I do lite, 
aod I dudl Hre for erer ! When I came ti> this 
blessed fiBunily, I then Baw> and never befoi^ the 
power of god^nesB in itft lively vioour and 

EPFICACT/'X c/u^v .: 

Mr Eliot, having experience this disidai irtni« 
fmfinmmi in his views and fiseHngs dn the anbjeci 
of reli^on, devoted himself to die work of preach- 
ing die goqiel to his fellow^KS-ealwes.,^ Re4eci> 
ing, however, on Aa3IHiiaWHSjii<ti i ilplions j|f W 
.. -C hur c h of Snglanc^aod the unscriptural ana duel 
nMasures whidi were sdardendy pursued by King 
Jfunes^ ai^ the persosi who were at the hekid of 
ecdesiasdcBl affidrs, he found that he would be 
unable to continue in the office of the ministry in 
his nadve land, and resolved to depart to America, 

- ■ ■ - - - I ■ - ■-:..., 

• Mstfier, b. lii. p. dO, 174. ^ M^dier, b. HI. p. 8.' 
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nrliere he hoped to enjoy liberty of conacieiice^ miA^ 
i^ iiULitia e dimdi diHtifiliiiy mvending ta jidifttAe 
iirii u i ni^ i i Tr ] (ii 1n i i ht i iii M iiintin nw l if rih i i n tu He 
mskmhtA fer Now - England i n - tb# w i iiunMi ii >^ 
VEBSlj MBl uiived at Boston in the month of No^ 

* Deepl^'impressed witn the necessity of using 

all the means in his power for the-jiiomotion of 
his spiritoal interests, and the improvement of hia 
^g^tB^ fellow-creatnres, he lost no time in enteiii^ into 
Hjb^ Christian commimion with the Congregational 
^^i^^^^horch, which had been formed at Boston by the 
tp.^yf'^^ colonists of Massachusetts Bay, aqd m agree- 
^^^'^ ing to act 9s pastor, during the absence of its re- 
gular mirnetiTj the Rev. John Wilson^t gho ^ lad - 
^ jnnft tif "^ffg^"**^ ""^^ ^e yiewof «ettliag^-hi»^ 
afliiirai-^ - . . • * . ^. '^^. 

In 1632, he Twm^inglt in ji^ious young lad]^ 
r. .^ 1^^ i » n h e m he hud pnimis e d m i frmg i e, preyjoBily t^ 
hia d^ufftnie from Englaiid^ He wus also, «t this 
. fvvV time, called to ^ter- into 4^t relatioa whieh waa 
ii» p g indpid reason of iii» having- the land of-^his 
{ ^\ c ^1 iillnn. SinJiSkSagmm^ with a number of hia 
Christian friends, to devote himself to their service 



• Matiier, b. iu. p. 174, 188. Neal's History of New 
England, vol, u p. 125. 
' Mather, b. iii. p. 175. 

/JlW__ ^ _^i^:.lr • ^ , 
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JOaN BLiOT. 17 

in tbe^goi^l) if titey should croM the Atbntic^ ^^^ ; 
ICaftin h< nhmiM hn ps^iytimil^ uuipluymd iu tfi» ' 

At 

etected a town caUbd -R^x- 
\nxfy about a mile distant from Bbsion, %hif 
fotmod tinrnMlTes into a chntcb, imd mmmi hbA 
the hflppineis of finding that Mx EHot^ JMg 
l i in ftttarhm e iit to thoitt, hod ft sftHi^ 
<*^n^£^fi fn fi^f WiUtinj Trhim attltnttd hj 
chuwh at Roitntij ilnrl that' ho had Molred to ml- 
niBtelr amongst them in holy thingsJi^ 

Mt EHot engs^ed in the ministfy With great 
humilttj^. 

r wM " iui|jluy in "tb^ i 
tie was strongly impi'esfi^ with the awfiil respon- 
sibility of the ddStce ; Imd when he considcnied its 
dniies^ffifficnlties, and temptations, he found that 
a Mliance on that gtace, wUeh is aH-snffident, 
could alone support his 8otd.V^ 

In his preparadon for the pulfnt, he wasreinailEr 
ably diligent. H^saw that it was eiptseaieljr dii^ 
eeihto g^Tetoeach of ^aJi^aren |k ^ povtidtt of meat 
in due seaGion/-^ i^d earnestly desiring, to << shew 
himself ipptoTed of God, a workmafrthat needed 

, « MAtb«r,.h. iii.^. 175. ^ JKblber^b. iii p. 184. 
A 2 
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/ 



s^jBftrelfil tha) 



liot to be ashamed,*' be was ^jsaptiHil tbar ^IB ser- 
monk should be t)|^ f^ult of much orosenration, 
jitodf, a^d jrefidG^. When he heardr a dufoune 
.whi<^ ^^evidence of labour on )|ie part of the 



r accustomed to 
He plwaya 
r ^cellende ia ^ 
as most desirous 
ded with the In- 



pers^iBr who dalivered it, he 
^expfM his . wat!i|ififiLJ^p:Q 
looked^ however, ^some ] 
aermon than mere stu^iv. J 
that preaching should ii^ 
flnences of that Spirit ^i^ only could miike it 
^ectnal for the conve^ion^pf sinners, and the 
edification of saints ; and he fervently prayed that 
his discourses might lead hb auditors to say, 
<f The Spirit of Ue Lord is hei»,^' " Q whut a 
sad thins it- i» *y^e has been heard to remark, 
<f Vhen a sermw shall have tjiat va% ^^£l™^ '^ 
Spirit of Goflw.wantinjg jn^t.1 The ^' unseardhable 
riches of Christ" was the general themei| of his 
discourses. Like the great apostle of the GentUegy 
he was detei-mined i^- to know nothing among his 
.people save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.^! He 
.aideavoured}^ therefore, to improye every subject 
which he treated^fegi ^thQ p urpose of drawing sinners 
to the SaYiffly^^ oyoyng preachers he would frts* 
quently say, << Let tb^se be viuch of Cbrist An 
your ministry ;" and when he heard a sermonr in 
which the character and ojffices of the Kedeoiner 
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werd^jspecially^ treated; his heai-t rejqicedj^^) 
blessed W-God," said he on sj^cb^^yceasiohs, " that 
-we have Christ ko inuc^y4i£d bo well pleached in 
poor New-England.^*'^'^ 

Conscious of the infinite value of divine tratfa, 
and realizing the awful importance of bis eircom- 
stances, as an ambassador of the King of. lungs, 
he used great plainness of speech, when he de- 
clared the tnessage of God to rebellious man, and 
a manner of delivery which was solenm, ener- 
getic, and graceful. 

Conceiving that one of the principal ends of 
chuTcb-fefiowship was, to represent to the world 
the qualifications of those who ** should ascend 
the hill of the Lord, and stand in his boly place 
for ever," he diligently rdbuked the sins of pro- 
fessors. '^ He would sound the truDopet of God/' 
says Dt* Mather, ^< agidnst-all vice, with a most 
penetrating liveliness^ and tnakehis pulpit another 
Mount Sinaiy^for the' flashes of lightning therein 
displayed against the breadles of the law given 
from that burning mountun. There was usually 
a special fervour in the rebukes which he be- 
stowed on carnality. When he was to brand the 
earthlyviind^dnesB of church-members, and the 
allowance and indulgence which they often gave 
themselves in sensual delights, he was a right 



d by Google 



20 LIFE OF . 

Boanerces, — ^he spoks as maay tfauiideibolta m 
words.*^' 

While he wad tbodssealooB for the gloty ofGod 
m his public ministrations, he was not negleotftd 
of the private, though no less imt>ortant, dutied of 
his calling. He was, indeed, the fadber of hw 
people. By holding frequent intercourse wHh 
them, he greatly endeared himself to them, and be- 
came acquainted with the extent of llieir know* 
ledge of diyine things,— ^with their trials and dif<» 
ficulties, — ^with their joys and sorrows. He was 
in ^lis manner enabled to act as their instructor, 
counsellor, and comfm*ter. Aware that mankind^ 
in th^ natural state, are ftvene. to the truths of 
the gospel, ftnd unwilling to accept the Sayiour, 
he was instant in season, and out of season, in 
striving to win souls to Christ, and went to the 
highways and hedges, that he mi^t compel sinners 
to come to the manriagensupper of the Lamb» 
When his neighbours were in distress, Im mim tt 
"bimihoi Uau fui ilioif advorrity ) he spent mliele 
days in Uus^ng and prayer mi thek behalf, and 
often requested his friends to job with him in 
Aese exercises.^ 
He utras remaricably devoted to the welfare of 

i ^i^er, b. ill. p. 184, 185, 189. 
i Mather, b. iii p. 176, 181, 182. 
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the dnldrmpi of his coDgw ^gn ; and in their ser- 
▼ice he had a peculiar delight. He ^ent much 
of his time in their public and private instruction ; 
and he composed several catechisms, with the view 
of guarding their tender mii^ from pernicious 
errors. When he came into a £Eunily, he was ac* 
customed to call for all the yoimg people in it, 
that he might lay his hands on every one of them» 
and implore a blessing on their behalf. At Roxbnry, 
he was careful to have a grammar-school in com- 
plete efficiency; and he used his influence to have a 
similar institution established and supported in many 
other places. *^ I cannot forget the ardo^,*' says Dr 
Mather, ^^ with which I once heard him pray at 
a Synod held in Boston. ^ I>ord, for schools every 
where among us I That our schools may flourish ! 
That every member of this assembly may go home 
to procure a good school to be encomaged in the 
town wh^e he lives ! That before we die we. 
may be happy to see a good school estabUshed in 
every part of the country !'" The success which, 
attended his labours fpr the education of the 
young was f^eat; and he had the happiness of 
being the indirect instrument of raising up muiy 
individuals, who, as ministers of the gospel, were 
remarkably blessed by the Head of the churdy* 

^ Matber, b. ui. p. 182, 186, 188. 
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His deTotediiessW''ffie work oplM^ ministrjr 
naturally premiC^ him frota^y^ngagb^ in any 
Gonoems ivjii^niig^t, in aoy^Siegree, injure or linit 
his nscffiiineBs. Accnstcnned to view himself as 
one who had been fst apart for tb^ spiritaal ser- 
vice of the Lord) he entangled not himself among 
the affairs of the world. So mnch^ indeed, wi» 
his mind engrossed with ihe care of his peo^rfe^ 
that sometimes he seemed ignorant of the pn^perty 
which he possessed ; and so much did he rest eon- 
tented with his temporal circumstances, that he diose 
rather to accept the precarious, but yoluntary, con- 
tributions of the membws of his churchy than jto de- 
mand the payment of any stimulated 8nm.^iMidfcr- 

tra e te d,b «t«ete nJ u db y hl u lib ei al tt yf l jo gftve much 
of his substance to feed the poor, who coui|ted him 
as a fether, and repaired to him with filiid confi- 
dence. He was of opinion, that he << had nothings 
but what he gave away ;" and that <' looldng over 
his accounts, he could no where find the God of 
heaven a dehtm.*^k$^Vhileflus dinn|»rested be- 
nevoI^C<HSmnotn[je suffitdkitly oomttk^Bmtedj^mid 
too ch)6^ imitated, thereAM«&s<m to bdie^ethi^ 



A 



nialher, b. m^p. 180, 181. 
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rdid not a}ji 

While be ^j^ited lo nniehdiji^iiccu aiJ^i^^' 
the ctiseluirgexra his onn^. {laatonit 
used 9il thj>^i^aiis in jiia^ power to 
len the bsonctf of his bn^em in the nu- 
With the view of enconn^ging thefr kr 
as well as edifying and refreahing his own 
sool/Iie regulorly attended tbe occasional lectures 
which they deliveiied at Boston, Camhridgey 
Charlealion, and Dorchester. To their instruo- 
tions he was yery l^tentive ; 9nd he repeated 
them to the indxvidnals witib whom he assQdated> 
when returning from the house of God, in such a 



•^afMh^Mck, 



^v^ trie, /^.r^ ^v 7t, 

kjie foUowiag ajfitcdoUf, which is re- 



lated by The Dwight, and the autbentid^ of which we 
hare no reason to doubt, may serve as an ilhistration. 
" The parish treasurer having paid him his salary, put 
it into a handkerchief, and tied it into as many hard knots 
as he could make, to prevent him from giving it away 
before he reached his own house. On his way he called 
on a poor family, and told them that he hadbVonght them 
some relief. He then began to nntie tbe knot% but find- 
ing it a work of great difficulty, gave the handkerchief 
to the mistress of the house, saying, * Here, my dear, 
take it, I believe the Ijord designs it all for you.* *'— - 
Travels in Nevi^England and Nevh-Tork, voL HL p. 115. 
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manner as to cause their hearts to hum, while he 
talked with them hy the way. 
/His ^alk with his brethren was characterized 
by humility and peaceftilness. When he had oc- 
casion to associate with them, he would say, 
'^ The Lord Jesus takes much notice of what \& 
done and said among his ministers, when they are 
together,— come, let us pray before we part.*' 
When he heard any of them complain of the stcdb- 
bomness of particular members of their churches, 
he was accustomed to say, ^ Brethren, compass 
• them ! Brethren, learn the meaning of these three 
little words, — hear^ forbear^ forgive /" On one 
occasion, when ft bundle of papers, which referred 
to matters of contention between some people, 
who should have hastened to be reconciled to one 
another, were laid before an assembly of ministers, 
he hastily threw them into the fire, and imme- 
diately said, " Brethren, wonder not at what I 
have done, I did it on my knees before I came 
among you.""* 

X » Mather, b. iii. p. 176, 161, 182, 187. 



d by Google 



JOHN KJLIOT. 



CHAPTER n. 

The propagation of the gospel, one of the principal enda "^ 
of the New-England coloniefl— Beneficial effects of 
tiie intCT Courge of the Indians with the Englisj^ 
dct^r^encSOyi^ng ~ifie preacfimg"^ 
/among the Indians, passed by the goyem^nt of Pljr« 
jmouthl-Thomas Mayhew, junu preaches to the In- 
Idians mi Martha's vineyar^T-^Act encouraging tlie 
\ pTopagddon of the gospel, passed by the General Court 
W Massichusetii^Eliot resoWes to act as an Evange* 
list— Accouitfc of the Indians among whom he pro* 
posed to labour— The m ot i» ei wh i ch led iijiflMfttat- 



One of the principal objects which the persons 
Who first proposed to settle in New-England had 
in view, was 1^4 propagation of the gospel amon^ 
the V^originesW that cotintr^r* We find this to 
have been particnlariy the case with the members 
of the congregations of the pious Robinson, the 
founders of the first colony, who, reflecting on the 
fact, that God, in his wise providence, often makes 
ibe persecution of the church the means of its 
enlaigeinent, considered it one of the greatest 
grounds of encouragement, to cross the Atlantic, 

B 
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which they were permitled to entertauny that they 
xrngfat be instnunental in advancii^ the k]iigd<»ti . 
of Christ, in those renu^ parts of the worlcly 
where, from their desire to preserve iheir liberty 
of conscience, they were compelled to spend thor 
days. The government at hoitM^ likewise ijm^ 
flossed to W ^t^om for the co^vwdm of the 
Ameriean ladiaM. A James tka fust, in a procUi- 
^"mation whidi hei^amed m 16S8, declared that the 
spedal motive which led hkn to eBConrege his 
plantations, in the new world, was his zeal fcnr the 
advancen^ent of Cl^tiaiaty ; and his sod» Chadeb, 
in the charter whidi ha giMOted to tJie colony of 
Massachnsetts, m 1638) gave diredaons that die 
people from England '< may be so religiously, 
peaceably, and civilly governed, as their good life 
and (orderly conversation may win and excite the 
natives of that cowitry to the knowledge ai^ 
obedience of the only true God^and Saviour of 
' mankind, which, in our royal intention, and the 
\ adventurers' free prpfe^sioq, is the principal end of 
\^his plantatiwi.'^V' 

The first settlers in New England w&e placed 
in such difficult circumstances^ that their time waa 



f 
V p, saiQ, uit w^. 



^ • Hanrd's Hiilorictl Osllectioiis of Stote Fiipen, t^. 
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«lttig«A«r oecHfiied ill profcedfciiig tt^ir 
l inMy i' p lwdding for liicJr siiflU»iftMce^«-«*«iid ober- 
liiiilig tho diirine Mb ki llMnt own aoids. Tliey 
did not lose siglilb hbif/^ev^iiti iim de^ortl»k oob- 
dttkm of Ihd poor siEVttgM ; but, as fto* as thttb in* 
intooitne wM thMii pemittod^ tkey eBdeavooMi 
«D r<K>iifcciii to dMtn, ^ fhA Utm laid coiiTtt>- 
fltttions, the i^igion of Jmib. In iIm y^ttr IMl, 
^»» find tlM Ren Robert Cttshmni, of Flymoadijr ' 
oolony, iitfannliig the public, i a A e cp ii il l e do d i ' 

w«e OMitttl to bftttrthe iHtnttioiiBof tile Itidiflius 
that lliey n^t see and take knowledge of their 
labonrBy orders, and diligence, both for thia life 
and a better i* that ^ many of the younger sort 
were of a tiactaUe dispoattkui) both M liiligiQit 
andfanoiaaityf aadtlwt if ^ God w««dd^86ndtliMa 
tteana," lh(By would ** bring up hundreds of them 
to labour and learning^ and that ^ ends would \ 
n\»t fail,** youBgmen from England^ ^* who would ' 
beyoBtant to lay out their estatoa, and to esadw^ 
hatj^ipa and diffietf tias, ^t they might furtiber 
liM gipi^iel among the hecrii^n.''^ ^ 

Hie Indians could not view the Christian con- 
duct of the English, without being led to inquire 
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iato the nature of those priiM;q>les in which it ori- 
givated; and accordingly we find, that, the can* 
osity of several of them having been excited in r 
this way, they obtained a correct idea of the 
scheme of salvation^ and the morality of the BibleA n^ 
A few of them, indeed, were deeply a&cted with v: 
what they had been taught concerning a futaoa >w 
state, and the consequences of the final judg« y^ 
menu* The Rer. Ri^er Willi^uns, minister «t C 



N 



c HutcfaiD|on*s History of the Colony of 
setts Bay, p. 101. Neal's History of Nsw-England^ 

2i. p. 161. 
" This year, (1622) died Squanto, the friend of the , 
jlish, who merits to hare his name perpetuated in n^ 
/hhbarf, Sqfuanto was one of the twenty Indians whom \ 
' Hunt (in 1614) peradiously carried to 'Spain, whence he yi 
came to London, and afterwards to his native country ^ 
with the Plymouth colony. Forgetting the perfidy of yj^* 
those who made him a captive, he became a warm friend /\ 
to the English, and continued so to the day of his death, w 
A few days before his death, he desired the governor to 
pray that he might go to the Englishmen's Ood in heaven. 
Martens Amerioan CfeograpJ^, p. 163. We have a simflar 
account of John, a Sagamore in Massachusetts. It Is 
remarked concerning hino, that he '' sometimes praised 
the Engh'sh and their God ;" spoke of them as ** much 
good men, much good God ;*' and, on his death-bed, 
sent for Mr Wilson, of Boston, and desired him to 
« teach his son to know the God of the English.*'— 
Hutchin$im*t BUtwy of Massachusetis, p^ 1^1 • 
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Sbfem,* vffpoun 



insmimeiitaly in n 
roofling thnr ftttentioii to 
iiiesiritiipoitaiit maiXBtB*^ 

In 1636, the govermnent of Hymoulli cdony 
made several htws for preaching the gost>%l to ^ 
Indhtfis, — ^fbr iidmitting EngiiBh preadien among 
ibenky — and, with the ooncnrrence of the princi- 
pal chiefs, for constittiting courts to punish mis- 
demeanonrs./ Aboitt bix years after this period,^ 
/1^ Thomas Mayhew,jiin. the son of the gorernor . 
/ and patentee of Martha's Vine3rard, Elizabeth / 
\ imd Natncket Isles, began to l^Mnir among the 
\bidians in the fonner of lliese places^f 

The conversion of the In^ans at length at- 
tracted the attention of ^ General Comt of 
Maasachnsetts ; and, in 1646, they passed their 
first act, encouraging the propagation of the gos- 
pel among them. At the same time, they recom- 
mended the mimsters to consnlt about the best 



•i9ee 



of 
•^Abiel Holi 
f An account 
lid endeaVourt to 
Appendix (B), 



idix (A.) 

Language of .AneneaHw Co^vctioni 

Society, vol. iii. p. 2<Ml^ 207* 

American Annals, voL i. p. 279. 

Mr Mayhew's zealous and success- 

;ate the gospel, is inserted in the 
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means of •carrying tbeir beserolent intmidons into 
affect^ and Bhewed themselv^ disposed to coun^ 
tenance whatever measnrea they might adopt for 
this purpose./ 

It appears that Mr Eliot, about the time whea 
this act was passed, had been led seriously to con- 
sider the condition of the poor heathen with whom 
be was surrounded, and to long for their deliyer- 
ance from the pow^ of the prince of darkness* 
His mind must, therefore, have been cheered by 
the intinmtion of the puiposes of government; 
and it is not to be wondered at, that, after so- 
lemnly inquiring into the duty which devolved on 
him as a minister of Christ, he should imme- 
diately resolve to attempt the work of propagating 
the gospel among the Indians to whom he had 



Before giving an account of his entrance oh the 
work of a missionary, it is necessary to take a 
brief view of the character and circumstances of 
the people among whom he was called to labour* 
It is only in this way that a proper estimate can 



^ Hittcbinson, p. 161, / 

s Gookin's Historical Ccdlections of the Indians in 

New-England, m CollectionsN^ Massachusetts Histo- 

riad Society, vol i. p. 1G0. 
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be formed respectbig tbe ttrengtfa of the fiiidi and 
loye which he displayed in his fvtnre lile>--that 
many of the occurrmices which it may be proper 
to recwd can be nndaistood, — and ^t the effiscta 
of his kboniB can be r^tly appreciated. 

When the British established their first cokmks 
m New-En^and, there were aboat twenty or 
thirty different natimis i^ Indiana in that teni- 
tory, which closely resembled one another in iheir 
external, i^pearance, mode of Hvii^y fonn of g&* 
Temm^it, language, rdigioira views, and m<nal 
habits. The In^ans of Massadrasetts were snp* 
posed to be among the most popokms oi all tiiese 
tnbes ; and thotigh, owing to their residence mi 
the sea-coasts, they had mMe some littie progress 
in dvilization, they w^re described by those who 
were acquainted with them, as ^^ the most sordid 
and contemptible of the bnman race," asbd ^ as the 
yariest rm^s oi mankind on the face of the earth." 

The Indians were remailmble for their 8trengUt». 
agility, and hardiness of constitution. Their 
clothing, which was very imperfect, was generally 
ftntned of the skins of beasts. They were ex^ 
ceedingly fond of decking themselves witb fan- 
tastic ornaments, and of painting their bodies with> 
ill-ahapen figures of men, trees, and other natural 
objects ; and accustomed to respect the in^ividuid. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31 LIFE OP 

Hrfao fOttkl distbgttiah kimNif by my p^enBttity 
iA his appearante* ,^ 

Tlieir Diod^,4n Ihring ^M such as knclnractd- 
ristic ^l^^^tAB of 8Byligisin« Their food, wiikh 
was principally ^ produce of ibdr hunliilg and 
fifllimg, and iknperfectly cnl^vaited groimdB, expe- 
lienoed little preparation before it was used. They 
had no fixed time for taking their nteals; and^ owing 
tethdr BXttemB indolence and improyidence, they 
were frequently subjected to long fiistingB. They 
have been known, indeed, to abstain from food for 
serend days together, and to Hre for a consider- 
aiMe time on a handfid of meal and a spoonful of 
water. Comfort seems to hare been an object 
which they had not in riew, and which, from their 
ignorance of the most simple mechanical arts, they 
eoold not attain, in ihe construction of their hute 
or wigwams. These presented a mean flppearw 
ance, externally and internally, beitig commonly 
formed by young trees bent down to the ground 
and covered with rush mats, and baring rery few 
articles of frmiture* 

We cannot suppose that llie fomily concerns of 
the Indians could be well regulated, when we 
consider that polygamy was prevalent among 
them ; but there were other circumstances con- 
nected with them, which increased the bed effects 

a 
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oltlus mmatiinil wnangement. Tbe bmbaDd, m- 
stead 4>f extending protection to his wifos, ^- 
£(«Qil]r made them the skyes of Ins dotbfalness 
and caprice ; and mstead^ of employing his supe- 
rior strength for the support of his family, pre^ 
toted it to the vile puipose of maintaining a emel 
dominion orer those whom he ought to lunre 
viewed widi sentiments of kindness and endear- 
ment. In ^m state <^ things, the edmMmi. of 
the young was an ohject which was almost en* 
tirely neglected*. 

All the Indian tribes acknowledged the autho- 
rity- of a cS;uef, whom they called Sachem, or 
>Sagamore^ and to whom they were accustomed to 
sender blind obedience. They viewed him as the 
l^al i»'<^[Nietor of the whole territory^ over which 
his authority extended; .and, when inclmed to 
raise crops, ^^y solicited his permission^ tf t h e 
cultivati^'fi^ the luida. 

. The government of the Sachems was cruel in 
the extreme. Hiey ordered their Paniese, or 
ceunselloTB, who were generally the wisest, 
strongest, and mtM ccmrageousmen, who eoidd be 
found in their dominions, to be early subjected to 
a severe disdi^ine, and to perform many cruel 
ezerdses, witb the view of being qualified for their 
office^ and rendered capable of enduring the 
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greatM hardBfaipB. TfaMightIieyt)t«ietidedtol)e 
gtMed hy the princij^lee of justice, in ihe dislrf- 
butieii of pudrimient, they made no proper dn^ 
tiiM^m bcft ween the d^;rees of gttih. FVomthe 
cttstwii wliidi prevaUedy of execating dieir own 
eeuftetieeib they not vAfireqaently took delist in 
die 1^01^08 of t^Me whose lives and f ortanes diey 
conomted to be entirely at their disposal; and, 
ftom the homble submission wlodi wi» generally 
rendered to diem by the offeiiiden, they fbmid 
little difficulty in gradfying their evil incliniidonSi 
to any extent which diey might dedre^ The only 
i«Btraint> indeed^ whidi diey ^qimenced, arose 
ftom die f ^p tehen ri on which they might enief^ 
tab, lest dieir people should forsake them, and 
place themselves und^ die protecdon and govem- 
mtot of other Sachons. While, however, diey 
entertsaned afi this disregard to humane feeling, 
they practised the rites of hospitality, ailid took 
pardeular care of the widow, the fkiheriess, die 
aged, and those who had no friends who woe aMe 
to provide for diem. 

The language of the North American Indiana 
was exceedingly barbarous. Dr Cotton Mather 
remark^ that ** one would think dmt its words 
had been growmg ever since Babel,'' and givee 
the following examples oi the length of some of 
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imsi 

wwwuwh, o«r qms^imf, /Iffiik all i5^„„ 

^nrf^enn, wbon master of iv^i«iM aUe 
l^^MMl afaitra«t idtoiis jiiKii without j 

9hkt «ea weo^^lMer dmt tho Indiims^ Menom 
to ^"^^ffi^m^ with the £ii|fl»h, w to mir 
tirdfjgvmiit of the art of fiacpraQBii^ thw «mi- 
tmeutft hyv wxiitiiig. 

The mUgpm of those trik»» Uke thi^ of «U 
othoi^i wiiQ are mak in heatbuuna^ Iraned a 
dreadM eacBii^le of the mental degradation and 
dehasement of thoie who have not n^tamed the 
knowledge of the irm God in their wiada; aod 
its principles afford a striking illustration of the 
penremifty ef Hm huiuan heart. While Oiey be- 
Uered la A phmriily of gods> wbo^ had made the 
different nations of the world; iHid while they 
made gods of eTBry Aing whidi ihey believed to 
be giieat» powoMi beaefidal, or hurtftil they 
ewumwA that ihere was one Cbd, hn^wn by the 
names of Kiehtaa^aad Woonmdi who was supe- 
rior to all the reet>-^who dwelt in the south-wast 
xegiiHia of the hoeveafi^-««who created the original 
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puprals df aModdiid)— -who, tiKmgli mrex seen b^ 
the eye of man, was entitled to gralitwle md 
wBpocty on aoooont of his nalnral goodness, and 
the beasts bestowed by hnm,— «ad ^o was alto- 
gether unpropHioas when offended. The prme^ 
pal object of their veneration, however, was Ho^ 
l\ faamock, or the evil deity. To him ihey Ife^ 
qnratly presented,, as offerings and sacrifieeisi, the 
most yaluable articles which iJiey possessed ; and 
his fovonr the^were most demrous of obtsamag. 
Their powahs, or. priests, pr^ended to have fia^ 
miliar intercourse wi^ him ; and they affirmed to 
the people, with the view of maintaining iJieir 
authmty over them, that he often aj^ieared to 
them in the form of a man, a deer, an eagle, or 
a snake ; and that they understood the method of 
procuring his kind regards, and averting his judgi- 
ments. ni 

It is worthy of notice, that the Induuis were 
not accmtomed to render adoration to idols ; bitt 
though ^y sud not to a stock, " Thou art our 
father, and to a stone, thou hast l»tmght us 
forth,'' they feared and served thev powahs m<»e 
than thef^ing who created them. These priests 
were subtle, ambitions, and cruel ; and, from the 
high pretences which they made, they found no 
difficulty in coimnanding the veneration of their 
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MmM miMea* They w«re oMMtantly ap^ied 
toforadTioewidpratoctiMi; sod, by the praclieft 
oC rictieoloiis tridEi, and cniel ceiemontes, they 
wvaiisht e^MtoaUy en the uaagmai^oiis of tirair 
poor followers. Manywonderfol stones are related 
abottt their skili in coringthe sick, and leading the 
gods to sati^ their desires. 

The mondity of the Ameriean samges, as we 
nay natmrdly expect from a eonnderation of their 
diprofed theology, was extremely h^ Strangers 
to the gentle affections of mankind, they p sss c » " 
eated their enraaies with unrelenting omdty, and 
sddom extended forgiTeness to those who had 
ofifended them. Hiey even conndered themselTes 
boand to avenge the injuries of their friends. A 
natural cmdsequence of Uiis was a frequency in 
wars, — ^in carrying on whidi they used bows and 
arrows, tomahawks, and sciJping-kniyes. They 
were much addicted to lying, stealing, and im- 
purity, — and they indulged in drunkenness, as far 
as they possessed the means of gratifying thar de- 
sires in tins respect. They delighted greatly in 
dancings and revellings, and wasted much of their 
time in gaming. 

The Indians mourned much for the dead. 
When they came to a grave, they appeared to 
be deeply a&eted with grief; and after they 
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fiyalwd «k vMnoent, they made gnel 
tMO. They beUev^ kk the tvomarti^ of the 
aoid, — but the joyB of their hearen, vUdi wea 
supposed to be m the south-west, weseeotvely of 

Sueb » a hrier*»ouBt of 4e po«r Peg^ 
amoDgwhomMr tHiot^fnopesed tebbouK; eodit 
loust be eWdest fijbm it, V^ thoufifa thev wretched 

eonditioQloiidly eiUed forVhe ialerfereaee <tf Chw* 
tiBa heoevoleiice^ith^e w^ many dseawstaBfiea 
connected viA ^eoi^ calcuM|ed to repel, and few 
to attract hw atfa^eos. Th^v Holy Sfuril^ bov- 
ver, iriio had ^t hiiB apwrt for the work of 
evange&BDg theih, bad iaspised biip wi^ tbeee 
&eliii0i a»d deaileB^ which led bi« to orerlmk 
whatever was regnant in ibmr vatxmU$k 9od 
ckeracter, and t«4 trust in the efficaey of that 
* vord of God, which is ^ shajper than any two- 



"«w i 



^8 Roger Williams* Key into the language of Ame- 
, rica, m ColL Qf Mass. Hist. Sec. toI. iii. p. 993--&S8. 
Wiairiow's Account of New-Engbuid, anneKed te his 
NamUve of the FUntaUons, A. D. 1624« tqmd Belk< 
nap's American Biography, yol. iu, NewjEnglands* 
Plantation, London, 1630. HvLtcis^nl^ of Mass. 
Bay, chap. vi. Gookin, in Coll. of Mass. Hist. Soc. 
vol. i. Mather, b. iii. p. 191—193,-6. vi. p. 56^63. 
Keal*s Hist. New-England, vok l p. 22--46;. 
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«d^ «wml, ind mis^, tfami^ Gi^ to 'dn 
imUing down ^ ■lraig-hold%''--«iimi^ the vniv 
•UeneMdf tlialigo^) which k;^^ wiadoni and 
the power of G^ onto stlvi^rifi^ to the Jew fint, 
and ako to the yieek.'' Jbrms leHpect^ hia views 
were kifimtely aioce jut theii these eC eome iii- 
^Tiduaby hi tte ffre^^t day, idw^overlookhig the 
plainest decln^4^ of the word of troth, and 
the most Btr^glerents m the history <tf the 
chttrehy aiuKof miarioiis, are inclined to enxme 
theur in^dience, siAwant of luth» and watti of 
, by alkging^ that man most be ciTiUoed, 
I aa alteaipt eheidd be made «o ChftttWDSae 

> Mr Elio<»^Bayw MtjiMr fioofefairfa4iia SHe- 
toiaoai Colk ct ioiB nrfthgiadiMirin^few^Bq^aad^ 
>* engaged in this gfoat work of prsadnng mito 
the ladiaos, upon a very pate and sraeere ao- 
coont; for I^Jhdng his neighbomr and htimate 
f liendy at the time when he first attempted this 
enteiprize, he was pleased to conmranicate onto 
me his deflign, and the motives that induced him 
thereonto; which, as I remember, were princi- 
pally these three : Firsty the glory of God, in the 
conversion of some of these poor desolate sonls. 
Secondly y his compassion and ardent affection 'to 
them, as of mankind in their great blindness and 
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ignoranee. TTdrdfy^ and not die leaaFt, to endeai- 
yonr, as fiff as in him lay, the accomplishment and 
fdlfiUing the covenant and promise that New- 
England people had made to their king, when he 
granted them their patent or charter, viz. that one 
prindpal end of their going to plant these coon- 
tries was, to commnnicate the gospel unto the 
natiye Indians. By that which hath heen said in 
this particular, it doth evidently appear that they 
were heroic, noble, and Christian principles, that 
induced this precious servant of Christ to enter 
upon this work, and not any carnal or by-ends, 
for in those times nothing of outward encourage- 
ment did appear.y'^ Dr Mather gives h simila^ ; 
testimony to tho^zalted character of Mr Eliot's 
motives for engaging in the work of an evangelist, 
and observes, that the ^^ remarkable zeal of the 
Romish missionaries, compassing sea and land, that 
they might make proselytes, madejbis devout aoid 
think of it with a further disdain, that we should 
come any whit behind in our care to evangelise 
the Indiaas."^^ 



t* M{i|*(\ali^ b. ill. p. 191. 

* (Coll. o^Mftu. Hist. Soc, vol. i. p. 170. 
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CHAPTER in. 



ccU^ 



IBliiit m^i i M tin Indk i n l a nyingn Accomit of ^ four 
first vidts to the Ind 
rrt hx hii ■irnnnng nirtTrirnTinim^'rir'^ 
to the GeMrtCTCfmp^'^r^^lSih of 

tiie I^dSua-^Gftim of \aaii^J»'^ttSfflndim by the 



r i 1i n t*B ili iMi i nii 



Frogress of the Indians in dvilization^I 
1i il i M I I li f lmr ri m Kep nn iff** — ^■"^t^iBft fWwn our sf hii 
liHkHB ullliynp, lltrimrrrwi ia thfl tflP<''f''*nU of the 
iiuiimn - r'HIIII i ll aBUaei»»of At pf eee fag sa trt ct* 

The first object to which Mr Eliot directed his 
attention, afiter he had resolved, in the strenglii of 
the Lord, to attempt the instruction of the In- 
dians, was, the acquisition of their langaage.>^]^]9r 
^ jJfflB he conc«veJtoJ>^ in- 
disp^ls^y necesfa^ to his success ; uidaccord- 
ii^ly he TB^^ed to use whatev^p^eans were 
within his/^acfij'^'fici^ the y\cWy& being enabled 
to Goimv^cate i^evh^l^^m the gospel to the 
poor heathen Ynt^ymom^^ was surrounded.^' 



« Mather, b. iit p. 193. 
c 2 
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" God first put into my heart a compassion over 

their poor souls," he remarks, " and a desire to 

y teach them to know Christ, and to^bring them 

Ac Mito his kingdom. Then presently^ found out, 

by God 8 wjbe pcf vidence, jb progMnt wittie^ — 
I young man, iiilto^ad been a servant in an English 
hous^'j(vho ppttiy well understood (iiii iiiW|jjiinge, 
, J kUni: ilau r-fae-eofdd speak it,«!Khire U unde r sto o d /^ 
^€^]m mmk langni^e, and ha% a clear pronuncuttioni T 
_ A«-- Jifai*ywi«'iff*wy'int.*>rpi-<>tAr. By his help /trans- ' | 
lated the Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, and 
many texts of Scriptur^^^^iMft'Compiled both 
exhortations and prayers IryHinjiri]!^ I diligently 
/^ marked the differ^dce df^^^gfStamar from ours : 
• , / — ^when I found the way of them, I would pursue 
^'^' \ a word, a noun, a verb, through all variations I 
^^ ,.^ could think of. — ^And thus I came at it.*'i^ _ y 
By diligent application in this manner, he was 
soon able to preach to the Indians. His progress 
was very astonishing ; but it is in some degree ex- 
plained, when we consider the simplicity of his 
intentions, — -the ardour of his mind,— -and his 
dependence on divine grace. 

He lost no time in entering on his labours, after 
he was able to communicate his ideas to the In- 



^ Eliot's Ixidian. Granm^ar Begun, p. 66. 
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diims in an intelli^ble manner ; and, on the 28th 
October, 1646, after having given due notice of 
his intenti<ms, he set out, attended by three other 
persons, to {ureach hii^ first sermon to them. The . 
place at wMch he had invited them to meet him, 
was situated about four or five miles from hb. 
house at Roxbury ; and \dien ha approadied it, 
he was met by Waban, ** a wise and grave In- 
dian," and several of his friends, who conducted 
bim to a large wigwam, where a considwable 
congregation had been collected from all quarters, 
with the view of hearing the ^' new doctrines to 
be taught by the English." After having prayed 
in the English language, he was attentively lis- 
tened to, while he declared the things which con- 
cerned the eternal peace of his auditory. Jn a 
sermon, which continued upwards of an hour, 
he gave a clear and sucdnct account of the law 
of God, and the dreadful curse of those who vio- 
late its commandments,— ^>f the character and 
woi'k of Jesus Christ, — of the blessed state of 
diose who embrace him by a true and living feith,-— 
and of the dreadful torment oi the wicked in the 
plaice of punishment. The impressions which 
tins discourse produced, were of a voryiiEivourable 
:bature, and, as far as Waban was conceded, they 
were never efi&M^ed. The poor Indians, having 
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been encounged to propoimd any questions con- 
pected with the subject on which they had been 
addressed, availed themselres of the pmilege, and 
afforded satisfiictory eridenceihat their curiosity 
had been excited about tbev most important in- 
terests, and that they were desirous of knowmg 
more of the counsel of God than had been de- 
clared to them. The questions which they pro- 
posed were such as the following : — *^ How can 
I come to know Jesus Christ ? Were English- 
men ever so ignorant of Jesus Christ as Indians ? 
Can Jesus Christ understand prayers in the Indian 
language ? How can there be an image of God, 
since it is forbidden in the second commandment ? 
If the father be widced, and the child good, will 
God be offended with that child, because in the 
second commandment it is said he visits the ini- 
quities of the fathers upon tbe children ? How 
could all the world becoone full of people, if they 
Were all once drowned in the flood ?*' These 
questions sufficiently {Hx>ve the attention with 
which the Indians listened to their teacher ; and 
Mr Eliot, having ^ven them plain answers, and 
conversed with them for about three hours, re- 
turned home, considering it << a glorious and af- 
fecting spectacle, to see a company of perishing, 
forlorn outcasts, diligently attendii^ to the blessed 
word of salvation then d^vered." 
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On the 11th of Novemher, Mr 'Mot and his 
frirads again ni«ft the Indians, agreeably to an ap- 
pointment which they had made with them, and 
had the pleasure of finding a larger company as- 
sembled, than on the occasion of their first visit. 
IMDr Eliot, having directed his attention to the 
duldren who were present, taught them a few 
simple truths. He then tmned to the adults, and 
having infonned them that he came to bripg them 
good news from God Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, he preached about an hour concerning 
the nature of the divine being,— *the necessity of 
&ith in Christ, — and the dreadfol judgments of 
those who neglect the great salvation. On% indi- 
vidual shed many tears during the sermon ; and 
the whole audience appeared very serious, and 
listened with attention to the instructions deliver- 
ed to them. As soon as they obtained Hbei^y to 
ask questicms for their further information, they 
took advantage of their teacher's kindness. An 
old man, with tears in his eyes, asked, '^ Whether 
it was not too late for such an old man as he, 
who was near death, to repent and seek after 
God ?** Some others inquired, ^^ How the Indians 
came to d^er so much fnnn the English in their 
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, since they 
had all but one father? how it came to pass 
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that sea' wtter was sah» and liTer water ft«sb ? 
how it came to pass, that if the water was highet 
thaa the earthy it did not overflow the ynhoH 
w<N*ld ? how may Indians oome to know God ?^ 
Mr Eliot and his friends spent several honrs in 
answering these and similar questioni, aad they 
had reason to bdiere that the Holy Spirit gave 
testimony to the truth declared. Daring the con^ 
eluding prayer, an event oceorred of the most kn 
terestingiiatu:e. ^ I cast my eye oH one," saya 
one of Mr Eliot's Mends, ^ who was hanging 
down his head weeping. He held up his head 
for a wUle^yet such was the power of the word 
on hi^faeart^ dutt he hong down his head again, 
and covered his eyes again, and so fell wiping and 
wifMng ^them, weeping abundantly, contixiiiiiig 
thus till prayer was ended ; alter which he pte^ 
sently ttuns from tts, and turns his face to a side 
and comer of ihe wigwam, and there falls a weep« 
vig more abnndandy by himself; whtdi one of ns 
perceiving, went to him, and spake to him encon-* 
raging words, at the hearing of which'he fell a 
weeping more and more : so leaving jyf faitn, he 
who spake to him came imto me, being jiewly 
gone out of ihe wigwam, and told me of his tears ; 
so we reeohred to go again both of ud to him, and 
speak to him again. We met him coming out 
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of the vdgvpam^ aad diare we ipake again t» ym $ 
•ad he ihera fell iaio a mcce abnadaat renewed 
wacif ing^ like one deeplf and invnodly affected 
indeed, which fanied us also to sudi bowels <^ 
eaoqwasion, that we could not fcnrbear weepmg 
OFpr him alao^— i^md so we parted, gieatly lejoio- 
iag for nudi aoirowing.'' 

The result of lliese two wits was Tery oa- 
consaging to Mr £liot» and he resolred to con-* 
tinae hia labonn. On the 26th of the month, 
howBiMTywhen he met the Indians for the third 
timey he foand, that, though nwny of them had 
eonstnMtad wigw^oM at the j^aice of meetmg, 
with the view of aoere veadily attwiding the mi- 
nistry of the wovdy his audience was not so nu- 
BMrans as OB the fovmer 4>ocasiaBs. The powahs 
had stpietlf diarged the people not to listen to the 
instroctaens of Ae En^iisby and threatened them 
with death, in the case of disobedience. Mr 
Eliot hsfb^ warned his anditors against the im- 
posilitms of tjiese ptiests, proceeded to discomrse 
aa formerly. He was heard with the greatest at- 
tendeo, and some of the Vidians were deeply af*' 
fected by his s^men. ^ It is wonderfnl^" ob- 
senred one of his friends, whoi writing on this 
• subject, '< to see what a little leaven will work, 
when the spirit of Christ hath the setting it on,—- 
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even upon hearts ami spirite masi inei^iable. An 
English youth, of good capacity, who lodged m 
Waban's wigwam, on the night after the tkaxd 
meeting, assured us, that the same night Waban 
instructed all his company out of the things which 
he had heard that day from the preacher, mid 
prayed among them ; and waking often that nig^ 
continually fell to praying, and speaking to some 
or other, of the things which he had heard.'' 
Two or three days after these impressions had 
been made, Mr Eliot had the satisfeustion of find- 
ing that t^ey were likely to be attended with per- 
manent consequences. WampM, an intelligent 
Indian, came with two of his companions to tha 
English, and desired to be admitted into their fa- 
milies. He brought his son, and several other 
children with him, and begged that they nnght be 
educated in the Christian faith, /' beeaiUBe they 
would grow rude and wicked at home, and would 
never come to know God, which they hoped they 
should do; if they were constantly among the 
English.*' The example of these individuals was 
qSb, very salutary nature ; and all the Indians who 
were present at the fourth meeting, on the 9th 
December, offered tbeir children to be instructed^ 

, « Thi Day< Breaking, if not the Sun-Btsing of th« 
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^ Mr ElMt was grea% tooooraged by this re- 
naiicabie snecess iMxAi attended his first mis- 
mmary IdlMnirs ; ami, perceiving that the Indians 
wero deMnms of adopting the arts of dvilised life, 
he << abh(»red that he should sit still and let that 
work fdone/' and lost no time in addressing turn- 
s' to llie General Court oi the colony, in be- 
hdf of those who shewed a willingness to be 
phlced under his care. His- application was sue* 
cessfitd ; and ^ Iiklians, having recmved from the 
eomt some hmd, on which they might bnild a 
town, and enjoy the Cbistian instmction whoch 
they desired, met together, and gave their assent 
to several lawiE^ which had been framed for the 
purpose of enibrdng industry and decency, and 
seenring personal and domestic comfort, under ^ 
nalties which muit have presented to them a si^-^ 
cieUt motive to obedience. 

The ground ^of the town ha^nng been marked 
out, Mr Eliot advised the In^ans to surround it 
WI& ditches, and a stone wall ; and gave tliem 
inslamments for accomplishing these objects, and 
such rewards in money as induced them to work 



Gospel with the Indwxis in New- England, London, 
1647, p. 1—36. N^rs History of New-England, toI. 
i.p. 223— 22«._y ^- 
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hard. He soon had iIm pkamuw of MBug No- 

naoMdiii completeiL) and ob t m i iBg tlMri; iImi wig^ 

/'^wams ereeted iirit nmre equal to tBoae of ^n | 

/ Sadicms in other placeis, and ill Bonie i e Bp e c i aiii Df^ / 

I eomforiable, on account of their Mng ^Kvide^ 

X^iBto several apartments. 

The progress in eitiliaation, liinch l^tvtd 
tlifese arrangements, iMui reHiarkableJF<» tta #¥^ 
4aiti The WMtten, who weve foifMny the edU 
tiTatoTB of the soil, began to katn to tfMP) aad \tk 
naice aoTefeil little artldei^ which, ia waiter, they 
fiiiMaed of at the ne^hbomnUg waiketa. They 
alao sold . eraabertiee, sttsawhoniieij aad fidb» in 
ying} ted haatifibeniaei g<al>e% awdfoK kt anm^ 
Bwr. Mr EU<A iaslreeied the aeo in hnabandryy 
and il» mere sinple morfiteifftf aits. In hay-* 
latOA and harvest, they assiited the Em^ in the 
fields ; but ihey were netthUr so in<na<ri«aii| nor 
socafiahleofhard kbowv as Adfee «ribe had been 
accestomed to it it^m. early lilh* 

Afr Eliot's efforts for the cMOizatMn of the 
Indians, afforded great dettght to the Jrnlen of the 
cokny ; and they reddired to co-q>erate with 
bira as fiu' as they were able. On the 26tb May, 
1647, they passed an act, establishing courts of 
jVidicature among tbem, — authorizing the appropri- 
ati<m of all the fines which the magistrates might 
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reetite^ (9 the eikiaitioii of the ehi]dfeii|-i*«iid r»>. 
fWling Mr Sliol toei^liiiii the feasapableofiM of 
the Eoriu^ Uwb;^^^^ 

^WU^lMb Eliol(jiiiiiAB encounged by the 

^^moese with iphiiiii he mtjl jd; Nnnrwirt«iin,.u Jmh 

attenlMm whieh wee prnd to him by the mien of 

the eDliiiy0-***-fliid the dispoaitioii shewn bgL jfae^ 

\^ Indiaiis to listen to his instra ctions, h^ iesolved 

te estebhah aneiiier lecture at a place celled Ne- 

poMitt) (within the bounds of the settlement of 

Dontheslsi^^^at foor miles seatb from Roxbi: 

^CuSanamqitfi^ rHSbehem, «nr seVeral ih€^ 

V Indiiii% lived at this place ; and Mjr Eliot conti* 

/»«ed te address them> as oAeii as be cenld find^ 

X^poitnnities^ The following extract from one of 

Ui Ie«»ib dated the Mib gi^tember, 1647, refers 

to Us hbenrs at this pkee^ as well as at Nonaiie- 

tm, and shews that the word of Ged had come 

ksrae to the soids of the poor Pegao% in demon- 

stntion of the Spirit and of power. 

*^ The offset of the woKd which appJMmamcmg 

' The Oear Sten-Shine of tbe Go^imI bmkiAg forth 
upon U^e Indians ^ by Mr Thonua Shepard^ Minister 
of IH^ Gospel of JTesite Christ, nC" Cambridge, in New- 
^aad, Loaden, IMlL p. 1< 16. 
' • GoeUa^faJMsii. WaujCk>il toI. i. p. 169. 
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them, and the change which is among them, 
is this : They have utterly fonaken all their 
powawB, and given over that diabolical exercise^ 
being convinced that it is quite contrary to pray- 
ing nnto God ; yea, sundry of their pewaws ha^e 
renounced their wicked employment,--4iava con* 
demned it as evil, — and resolved never to use it 
any more. — 

<< They pray unto God constandy in ^ir fa- 
milies, morning and evening, and that with great, 
affection, as hath been seen and heard hy sundry 
that have gone to their wigwams at such times; 
as also, when they go to meat, they solmmily 
pray and give thanks to God, as they see ihe 

English do. ^When they come to English 

housed, they desire to be taught ; and, if meat be 
given them, they pray and give thanks to God ; 
and usually express iJieir great joy that they ase 
taught to know God, and their great afieetion to 
them that teach them. They are careful to in- 
struct their childrra, and they are also strict 
against any profanation of the Sabbath, by work- 
ing, fishing, hunting, &c. — 

<' In my exercise among them, we attend^four 
things beside prayer unto God. Firsts I catecniae 
the children and youth, — ^wharein some are very 
ready and expert. Secandfy, I preach unto them 
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«■! of aoMe fexts of Soripfeiatt^ whsrain I stady* 
•11 [ilMiinfwi and broTkjr,-«-iiBto vMch, nany aie 
v«ryatl8n«hr«b JMrvfiS^If tfatre Wianyoocattooi 
iro ia th« next pbce ga to admonitioii and oen- 
cnre»-«*Hmte ivUeh thofr ndHnit thenaaelves rave. 
•mlWwi obedimtly, and cosCmb dieir ains wilii 
much plaiaBeBs, aad widboi^ ddftings and ezoiBat. 
jfbiiviA^TlieJastexiaraaeireluwe among theai, 
k tlieir'aakiiig mi queations^-^-^and neiy many they 
haTB aaked, which I have forgotten ; bat some 
frw that cmne to my rMnemhranoe I will briefly 
tomdi. * Befoiel knew God,' said ^UtlJIiniftl""'? ^ "^ ' 
* I thoogfat I was wtHXy but aince I have kiown ^ 
God and ain, I And my heart full oi nn, and moie 
ainM than erer it waa before^ — andthia hath been 
a great tronhle to me ; and at thia di^ my heart 
ia bnt yery little better than it waa, and I am 
afiaad k will bo as bad again aa I hare beoi. Now 
ny qoeatiea ia, whether ia thia a ain or not P' 
Anothar great qaeation waa thia : When I preach* 
ad oirt of 1 Cor. tL 9, 10, 11. old Mr Biown, 
beiig present, obaenred them to be much affeoteii^ 
«kl one e^Mcially did weep rerymndi; and after 
diat tfiere waa a general qneation, * Whether any 
of them ahould go to heaven, aeeing they Ibond 
thdbrheartafallof Bin?' The next meeting being 
at Derebester-MIll, they did there propoimd it, 

Da 
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expressing their fears that none of tbam ahemld 
be saved; which did draw forth my heart to 
preach and press the promise of pardon to all that 
were weary and sick of sin; and this doctrme 
some of them, in a qiecial manner, did reoeive in 
a very reverend manner. Tins very day I have 
been with the Indians, and one.of thdff questions 
was, to know what to say to sUch Inctians as op- 
pose their praying to God, and believing in Jesus 
Christ. ^ What get yon,' say they, * by pra3rmg 
to God, and believing in Jesos Christ ? you go 
naked still, and you are as poor as we, and our 
com k as good as yonrs, and we take more plea- 
sure than yon. Did we see that you got any 
thing by it, we would pray to God and believe in 
Jesus Christ also.* I answered them, First, Grod 
giveth unto us two sorts of good things : one sort 
are little things, — the other sort are great ones. 
The little mercies are riches,-r-as clothes, food, 
sack, houses, catde, and pleaflures ; these are little 
things which serve but for our bodies a little while 
in this life. The greafr mercies are wisdom, — 
the knowledge of Gody — Christ,— eternal life, — 
repentance,-— fiaith ; these are mercies for the soul 
and for eternal life. Now, though God do yet 
give you the little mercies, he giveth you that 
which is a great deal better, which the wicked 
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Indians caanot see. And this I proved to them 
hy this example: — ^When Foxon, the Mohegan 
counsellor, who is coimted the wisest Indian in 
the country, was in the Bay, I did on ptirpose 
bring him tmto you,i — and when he was here, yon 
saw he was a fool in comparison of you ; for you 
could speak of God and Christ, and heaven and 
repentance, and &ith, but he sat and had not one 
w<»d to say, unless you talked of hunting, wars, 
&C. Secondly, you have some more clothes than 
they ; and .the reason why you have no more, is, 
because you. have but a little, wisdom. If you 
were more wise, to know God, and obey his com- 
mandments, you would work more than you do, 
for God commandeth, Six da^s shaU thou work, — 
" There do sundry times fall out di£Ferences 
among them, and they usually bi-ing their cases to 
me, and sometimes such as it is needful for me to 
decline. Their young men, who of all the rest live 
most idly and dissolutely, now begin to go to ser- 
vice. They moved for a school, and through God's 
mercy a course is now taken, that there be schools 
at both places wliem their children are taught." ^ 
/ '^ Dear brother, I can go no further ; a weary\ 
/body, and sleepy eyes, command me to conclude, \ - . 
I and desiring your prayers for God's grace and j 
Nilessing upon my spirit, and poor endeavours, l/ 
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take laaTe at ihk tinie, and rest yomr loving 
brother in oar Saiiov ChristX 
•^ John Eliot. 





spaiingly, t 
lar9ryetl 
Ae dirine I 
As illustmti 
erer, 
the ai 

On the hrd of March> 1647, Massn-^Shep. 
srdji WilsoQf AUen, 4tfid Pttn s t a r^ four of the 
ministers in New-£ngland> accompanied by many 
Christian friends, went to Nonanetum with the 
Tiew of attending Mr Eliot's Indian leotoro. 
They had the pleaswe of wilaiessing this inte^ 
restmg serrioe, and engaging in ooniwrsation with 
llie conrerte who were present. The qnestimif 
pn^osed on^ Mb occasion, both by the men and 
the womeo,^ etinced a progress in the divine life, 

' She$ar3V€lear Sun-SIuBeofthe Gospel, p. 18—29. 
* Because we \iiew how unfit it was for women so 
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wMch was truly cheering. The miniflten re- 
marked, that *' they saw the Lord Jesus leading the 
Indians' to make narrow inquiries into, the things 
of God/' and expressed their ferrent gratitude for 
the influences of the Spirit which had been poured 
out on their souls. 

In the summer of the same year, Mr Whitfield 
again visited the Indians, at Nonanetum. He 
was struck with astonishment at their appearance ; 
and, from their general behariour, and decent 
apparel, he could scarcely distinguish them from 
the English people. On the 9th of June, a meet- 
ing of a Synod was held at Cambridge ; and with 
the view of confirming the reports which had been 
spread respecting the work of the Lord among 
the Indians, and of exciting a spirit of prayer on 
their behalf among the churches, Mr Eliot was 
requested on this occasion to convene them in 
the afternoon, and to address them from the word 
of God. He collected a large company, and 
preadied to them concerning their miserable con- 
much as to ask questions publicly immediately by 
tbemseWes ; we did therefo^^x^Mlre them to propound 
any questioxis ihey would be resolved about, by fint ac- 
quainting either their husbands or the interpreter pri- 
vately iherewhh,**-'Shepard*s Gear Sun-Shine qf the 
Oospel, p, 6. 
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ditton wkfaoftt Christ»^mii F^rfifiiiiMi> li* 1. <' Ymi 
hath he qukkeoed who were dead in «rei^p«aii«i 
and siiifi.*' When his sermon was finMhed* a cobt 
aiderahle time^ as nsualy was spent in oanTersalioR 
with theladiasfli whodei^ly impressed the EngUah 
by their anxiety to obtain knowledge, and by the 
dmpUcity nvith which they receiyed the tm^. 
^ Tlieir gracioiis attention to the word of Goc^^ 
remarks Mr Shepard, ^ the affections end moiini?- 
ings of some of them under ity — their sobw pro* 
poim^gs of divers spiritual questions^— *thejr apln 
ness to understand and beUeve what was replied 
to them^^-^the readiness of divers poor naked dul* 
dren to answer openly the chief questions in the 
catechism, inhieh were fimn^ly tan^ them, — and 
such like appesrauioes €i a great change npao 
them, did marvellously a&ct all the wise and 
godly ministers, magistretes, and people, and did 
raise up their heurts to great thankfulness to God; 
v«ry many deeply and ahnndsaitly mourning foa 
joy, to see such a blessed day, and the Lord Jesoa 
so much spoken of among such as never heard of 
him before/' 

At the conchision of one of Mr Eliot^s sermons, 
the aged man, to whom allusion has already been 
made^ as deeply affected by the ministry of the 
word* addressed his countrymen in the most ener* 
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gelio and earmst namier ; and praised the goOd- 
BMB which God bad loanilB^ed to the ladiaDBi hi 
aeh^Bg his Word to reamm^ ikek dadmoM and ig" 



Soadate vffa» raaayof lin fiKSikMiB |xiro|ioeed 
the Iiidiaiia, aad so dee^f eKprasdro of eoneeiti fn 
thoir 8ob1% l^at Mr Edward JaokBon, a retpee^ 
ablegentieinto, was iildiiced fegtdliriy to itt^ 
Eliot^ for the pnipow of notiag tbem for his own 
impzoraakent. Ho fundeted Mr 8hepiird wi^ a 
Umg liM of these qiiestion% irodi wUeh a few Wee 
hne a^lectod:-*^^ Why Are eonie men so bed that 
they hate those taen that wdold teach them g^od' 
^ingaP if a &ther pray to God to teach his 
SOBS to imow hiniy and he teadi them himself^ and 
tfaey will not ham to kaiew God, what should sneh 
a fatherido ? Hew long b it before men beiieve 
^at htm the wotd of God m«iB known to them? 
If we he made weak by sm in our hetrt8> how 
can we come before God to sanctify a 6abbath>^ 



r ^'H^ere is need of learning in ministors i*Ih> preach 
to Ihdiai^~iiiaeEi' more tbiCAiQ Englishmen* and gracious 
Christians ; for these had sundry {lliUosophical questions; 
which sOBM kaowledgo of tho arts musTfiM^lp give an- 
•ver to, and without which those would not haVe J^n 
satisfied. Worse than Indian ignorance hath blinded 



d by Google 



W LIFE OF 

Mr Jackson, in passing some of the wigwams a 
little after sunrise, obserrod one of the IndiiuM 
engaged in prayer, and was so much affected by 
the earnestness displayed, that he considered dii« 
God was folfilling his declaration, that ^ the ends 
of the eardi shall remember themselves, and turn 
unto him/* On another occasion he observed a 
fother call his children from their work in the field, 
and devoutly crave a blessing, in their behalf, on 
some parched com to be used for their dinner^ 

On the 13th October, ^& Eliot preached on 
the words, ** Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness.** When he had con- 
cluded his discourse, he was asked by the Indians 
about the opinions which Englishmen formed resr 
pecting him when he came among widced Indians 
to teach them. From some other questions winch 
were proposed to him, he was led to conckide tiiat 
the converts entertained the deme of teaching theb 
ignorant countrymen. 

At a funeral, on the 7th of the same month, 
which was conducted in the most decent manner, 
one of the Indians, fnamed Tutaswampe,rprayed 
for half an Hour. Wliile he was engaged in this 

their^es that renounce learning as an enemy to gospel 
minister^.*' 
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ezfraw, the LmMsiib were so dtoply affseted that 
the woods ^ rang with their n§^ aad prayerB.** 
A gentkinaiiy who witnessed this earnestness in 
devotion^ remarked, that he was ashamed of him- 
self and his friends^ who, with all their knowledge, 
fell greatly hdiind their lately haibarons brethrmi. 
^ God was wil^ Eliot,— and the sword of God's 
word will pierce deep when the hand of a mighty 
Redeemer bath the laying it on.'/« 



s Sbspnd's dear Son-Shioe of the Ooipel, p. 6, 8, 
10— 1», 36, 97. 
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Ths Indians at^Coacotd adopt a node of ]««» for { 
^ their civil goYCTUQenty and desire Eliot to preMfa to' 

them — He extemls his labours to Tarmouth, Paa- 
tuckety and othc^ placea^-Extract from one of his 
lettem— Account ^some of the difficulties with which 
he had to contend^Jnterest excited in England bj hia 
» mlMwna^y laooiiaB*i^Liili8 CofpoiWBatt iinp ]RMpwHitMMr 
the Gospel in New-E^land formed by aet af pariigi 
ment^Eliot's gratitude for the exertions of parliamcpt 
— He protests against hia being spoken of as the In- 
dian Evangelist. 

The awakening of the Indians at Nonanetmn and 
Neponsitt, raised a great ncnae among thdr breth- 
ren, in different parts of the connftry; and Mr 
Eliot, who was unwearied in his endeayonrs to 
promote their salvation, was desirous that his Uir 
boms shonld be extended as widely as possible. 

A Sachem, from Concord, having attended one 
of the 1 ectores, was so mach affected by it as to de- 
sire to forsake his barbarous habits, and to conform 
to the manners of the English. He informed his 
chief men widT his intentions on this subject,—- 
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ffmaied oat the iamaMd comfwt wUeh ndght be 

Liit|)flBl4idfaimtfaflidiiiiiffiwfabhhfti 
•ad cntrastedllMni to rapport Ilia TlewB. He was 
(H> te BttccenAil in his endeayoarS} that theyjirev 
one oflte^Soit aetire ancT Inte^ent 
at Nonanetaniy to aaaist them in fomdng 

/ft codb o f hiw for their dvil and religiotti^ ovgg»^ 
] a deaire to have a town granted 
a, in whioh they might settle,-^'-and entreated 
Mr £lLot to preach to diem as often as he could 
find opportuddea. 

The regoktionB which Aey adopted for the 
manageBnenk of libeir affidia, and which were 
dated at Concord, *< hi the end of the eleventh 
month) 1647/' were on the whole very jadidoiui 
They strictly prohibited intempeianee, impurity^ 
powawjag, fidaehood, gambling, and qnamb, an- 
dar aeveiB finea; threatened murder and adnl* 
teryi with death ; and enjmned neatneea, cteanli^ 
namh industry, the payment of debta, and the oh* 
earvwiGe of the other duties of morality. 
^ Tlie Indiana at Concord, however, did not rest 
satisfied with consenting to observe these regnla* 
tiona* Ibey i9>polnted a respectable Englishman 
as a recorder, to see them carried into execution ; 
and they generally abandoned their savage habits. 
They established the wordiip of God in theit 
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families ; and, according to their ability, thejr iid- 
dressed tbemselves, morning and evening, to tlie 
Fath^ of mercies, who has gradonsly promised to 
hear the faithful prayers of the most htunble sappli- 
cants. They ^bserred the Sabbath, and employed 
some of its precious hours in repeating to one 
another the religious instructions, which, under a& 
their disadvantages, they had obtained.^ 

Towards the close of 164<7, Mr Eliot was in- 
vited to attend a meeting of his brethren in the 
ministry, held at Yarmouth, with' the view of 
settling some very unhappy (Msputes, which had 
been productive of the worst effects in the church 
at that place. He was made highly useful on this 
occasion to his English friends ; but he did not 
lose sight of the poor heatheli ndbo were within 
his reach. In the exercise of his characteristic 
diligence, he embraced every opportunity of de- 
claring to them the glad news of salvaldon. Whmi 
he first addressed them, he found that he could 
scarcely render his instructions intelligiUe, on ac- 
count of his ignorance of that dialect of the Indian 
language which they spoke. By the aid of inter- 
preters, however, and by using his admirable taleni 

* Shepurd*s Clear Sun-Shine of the Gospel breakitig 
forth upon the Indians, p. 2«^. 



d by Google 



J 



- JOHN ELIOT. m 

of adapting liimflelf to i^e dtaadon of liis hearenr, 
by circunilociildoii^ and irariation of expresaiony te 
was, in a short time, enabled to ezpUb dirine 
tmths to those who were altogether unacquainted 
whh Christianity. His ld»otirs were not in Tain 
in the Lord. Though (^passaconnowa^ the ^^ 
principal Sadbem, and his two sons, refused to 
listen to the gospel, salutary hnpresnons were 
produced on the idnds of several of the Indians. 
These individuals were gready encouraged by ( 
some of their brethren from Nonanetum, w1m> 
exhibited a Christian example, and discoursed 
about the things which concerned the peace df 
their souls. Waban, who had attended Mr £liolt 
to Yarmouth, laboured assiduously for the spiri- 
tual improvement of his bari)arous neighbours. 
He travelled over a considerable part of ^ 
country, declared what the Lord had done to en- 
Bghten his mind, and met with such success in 
hb boievolent exertions, that Mr Shepard, who 
was well acquainted with Mm, felt himself at 
19»erty to state, that ^ many, unto whom he first 
lltea^ed encouragement, did fid* exceed him in 
llbe light and life of the things of God.^ 
Mr Eliot was delighted to find that the Indians 

'^ '^epararClesr^^Sitfi^^iie, p.^, -»r^ 53* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ 



60 LIFE OF 

throughout the colony of Massachusetts were 4n 
general disposed to listen to the truth ; hut he 
was soon called to contend> wil& nmny difficulties 
in the prosecution of his lahours. Encouraged^ 
however, hy his divine master, he did not ahate 
his efforts. 

^ The work of preaching to these poor Indians," 
he writes, in a letter addressed to the Hon* £dr 
ward Winslow, ** goeth on not without success-. 
It is the Lord only who doth ^ak to the hearts 
of men, and he can speak to them, and doth so 
effectually, thi^ one of them I heHeve has verily 
gone to the Lord : — a woman^ who was the first 
of ripe years, who hath died since I taught them 
the way of salvation. Her life was blameless 
after she submitted to the gospeL^She died of a 
sickness which she took in child-bed^I several 
times visited her, prayed with her,' and asked her 
about her spiritual estate. She told me that she 
still loved God, though he made her sick, and 
was resolved to pray unto him so long as she lived. 
She said also that she believed God would pardon 
all her sins, because she believed that Jesus Chrift 
died for her, and that God was well-pleased in him ; 
and that she wa^ willing to ctie, and believed that 
she would go to heaven, aAd live happy with God 
and Christ there. Of her own accord she called her 
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diEdren to her, and said to them, ^ I«haUnow die^ 
uid when I am dead, your grandfiBiher, and grand- 
mother, and undes, will send for you to come and 
five amcmg them, i^ad promise you great matters^ 
and tell you what pleasant living it is amongst 
them, — ^for they pray not to God, keep not the ^ * 

Sabbath, and commit all manner of sins, bat I 
charge you to live here all your days.' Soon after 
this she died. ^ * 

^' For the further progress of the w^rk anmng / ^ 
them, I perceive a great impednnent. Sundiym ^^ ^"^^j 
the country, in different places, would gladly be ' 

taught the knowledge of God and JeSus Christ, 
and would pray unto God, if I could go unto 
them, and teach them where they dwell ; but to • 
come and live here> among, or near to the English, 
^ey are not willing. A place must be found 
somewhat remote from the English, where they 
must have the word constantly taught, and govern- 
ment constantly exerdsed, meatis of good sul^- 
sistence, and encouragements for the industrioua 
provided. — Such a project would draw many that 
are well-minded together. — 

<< Few of our s^ilhern Indians in^lkie this way, < 

only somep^' Tihtacut ; opr western Indians 
/more earf(estly embrace >he gospel. Shawanon, ) ^ 
{ the great Sachem of Nashawog, doth embrace ik$/ v- 
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giospel and pray itnto God. I hare been four 
times there ^ stuiimer, and there be more people 
by fkr than amongBt ua: tttmdry of them do gladly 
hear the word of God. But they are forty mile 
and I ctti but seldom go to thenL 
<< There is a great fishing place upon one of the 
of Menimack riter, called Pantudket, where 
is a great confluence of Indians every spring, and 
thither I have gone these two years in that sea- 
ton, and'intend to do so the next spring. Such 
coniuettces are like fairs in England, and a fit 
season it is to come then unto them. At those 
great meetings there is praying to God, and good 
eonfemice and observation of the Sabbath, by 
such as are well-minded ; and my coming among 
them is very a^septable in outward appearance. 
This last spring I did there meet old Papassacon- 
noway, who is a great Siqgamore. Last year he 
and all Us sons fied when I came ; but this yeax 
It pleased God to bow his heart to hear the word. 
I preached lirom Malachi, i. 11. whence I shewed 
ihem what mercy God had promised to them, and 
that the time was now come wherein the Lord cfid 
lie^ to call them to repentance, and to believe in 
dttist for the remission of their sins, and to give 
them a heart to call upon his name. When I had 
done speaking diey began to propound questions. 
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After a good space^ this old 
spake to this piirpose. ^ Indeed I have never 
prayed unto God as yet, for I have never heard 
of Grod before, as now I do. I am purposed in 
lay heart from Aenceforth to pray unto God, and 
to persuade all my sons to do the same.' His 
sons present, especially his eldest son, who is 
Sachem at Waddiaset, gave his willing consent to 
•what his father had promised, and so did the other, 
wbo was but a youth. And this act of his was 
not only a present motion that soon vanished, but 
a good while after he spake to Captain Willard, 
i^ho tradeth with them in those parts for beaver 
and otter. skins, &c. that he wotdd be glad if I 
'would come and live in some place thereabouts, 
to teach them, and that Captain A^Uard would 
live their also ; and that if any good ground or 
place that he had would be acceptable to me, he 
would willingly let me have it. I do endeavour 
to engage the Sachems of greatest note to accept 
the gospel, because that doth greatly animate and 
encourage such as are well affected, and is a damp- 
ing to those that are scoffers and opposers, for 
many such there be, though they dare not appear 
so before me. 

" Thus you see by this shprt intimation that 
the sound of the word is spread a great way, yea 
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tetlMr tbn I will ipeakof; asd iisfveanA to 
me ihat the fields be^ to look white wito the liai^ 
rwL Ofa that theLord wpiiidbepleMedtofai00 
aplabonreiBwito this harvest! But b is difficndt 
not only in respect of the kmgitage, hut ateo ott 
Account of theif bsrharous eoime of life and po^ 
rerty* There is not so much m mM;, drink, or 
lodging, for them that go unto them to preach 
among them, hat wo must cany en things with 
OS, and somewhatto give unto th$m. I nerer go 
unto them empty, hut carry somewhat to distii- 
bute among them ; and so, likewise) when ibey 
come unto my honse^I am not willing they should 
go away without some refreshx^, neither do I take 
imy gmmty torn them unrewarded^-*- 
''^** There is another great fishing-place about 
threescore miles ftom us, wUdier I int^d, (God 
^ willing) to go nex:t ipring, which belongeth to the 

fon^iamed Papassaconnaway ; which jottraey, 
though it be like to be both difficult end charge- 
able for bor«e and men, hi fitting provisions, yet I 
have sundry reasons i/U^ bow and dncw my 
heart th^renntoi^^ y 

<^ The Indiana about us, whom I eofisttkitly 
teach, do still diligently and desirously attend, and 
in a good measm^e prac^e accorcUng to their 
knowledge, and by degrees come on to labour. 
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An4 I vfll flay dfc flolemoly^ not sttMaaly nor 
Hf^fy but belors ifae Lord, as I ajpfn^lvrad it In 
wy coBscienGey wwe ibey Imt fai a oelUed inly ^ 
dvUity sad gowwoent, ^W jib Wug^iag W to, and 
I cdUM to lif^e among thew, I Anvt fredy jm 
mte ^urdi-^UowiBbip imoog them, isid eoidd find 
eni al; kast twenty fioeiL and women in aome nsMt 
•me fiMd of tbe Lord for ft, and wNmi would U 
caiiabfe thereof: Wh^ God'a itoio ia eane he 
irUl mdce wfiy for it, and enaUe us to aocan^pli^ 
it. la the meantime I deaire to wait, pray, and 
haieire. Thva eommendiag yon to tha graee^ 
gaidance, and protection of God in CSurlst, I rest 
yohra to be commaBded in Jeatie Christ, 

Jo. Eliot.* 

rf Nw. imB. 3 

\Li the preceding letter, Mr Elliot alludes to 
wxm^ the difficulties which Ke experienced in 
the prosecution of his labonra^ snd, when the si- 
tuation of me^^^dians is co^idered, it c^umot ap- 
pear wonderiiil, Qia^ de;^ted as he was to the 
work of instructing uiw, he must have endured 

« llie Glorious Prog^s of the Gospel amongst ths 
In^tBS itt Kew-EBj^and, puMish^d by Edward Wia- 
tlow, London 1M$» p. 6— W- 
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many seyere hanklups. In the consideration 6f 
the fact, howevevs^t |i^ was engaged in the 
service of Christ ; flh^ it was enough for thd 
disciple to he as hijH^amr ; and that he had many 
precious promis^ on which^to rely, he rejoiced, 
even whenifiany weary days^ttsid weary mghts 
rolled ov^ his |^head, and when ae was in perils 
hy the /heathen, and in perils in tnK wildemessT^ 
" I have not been dry night nor day," he wrkes, 
*^ from the third day of the week to the sixth, 
but have travelled from place to place in that 
condition ; and at night I pull off my boots, wring 
my stockings, and on with them again, and so 
continue. The rivers also were raised so W thai 
we were vin^t in riding^ through. But God steps 
in and helps me. I have considered the eidiorta- 
tion of Paul to his son Timothy, Endure hard- 
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christy with many 
other such like meditations." 

When travelling through the wild parts of the 
cotmtry, without a friend or companion, he was 
often barbarously treated by the natives, and was 
even in danger of his life* The Sachems were 
greatly opposed to the truth, and viewed its pro- 
gress as calculated to destroy their authority and 

^^Ikliiaieryb. iii;p. 196. 
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their gain. They therefore plotted Mis destnic- 
tioD, and would certainly have put hini to a most 
tormenting death, if they had not Jbeen awed hy 
the power of the English colonists.^ Undismayed' 
by their oppositidn, howeyer, he persevered in his 
labonrs of love, and manifested a courage which 
the gospel can only inspire. '< The Sachems of 
tliis coantry/' he observes, '^ are generally set 
against us, and counterwork the Lord by keeping 
tfadr mffli from praying to God as much as 
they can. They plainly see that rdigion will 
make a great change among them, and cut them 
off from their Ibnner tyranny. This temptatixm 
hath much troubled^Cntshamoquiiupur Sw^em; 
and he was raised in nis spirit to sudi an height, 
that, at a meeting afler lecture, he openly contested 
with me about our proceeding to meke a town, 
and plainly told me that all the Sachems in the 
country were against it. When he did so carry 
himself, all the Indians ware filled with fear ; their 
countenances grew pale, and most of them slunk 
away ; a few stayed, and ' I was alone. But it 
pleased God to rais6 up my spirit, not to passion, 
but to a bold resolution, telHng him it was God's 
work I was about, and He was with me { and I 

' Negt^ H1stOty^>fLliew^Epgland, yol. i. p. 233. 
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■4 

faired dot Mm, Aor idl tbe Sadbeiiis in the eo^ 
md I WBi r60ol?ed to go (m* dp wbi^ ^py cm; 
and th«t natker they war ho should hmimt ithnlr 
whidi I bad begw ; > i id it pfeised God that hit 
-^^-^irit fiimk befoio me. I did not aim »t etwh «> 

Vw^fCOT««4. fc«^i *e Lord oimed mo bey^^ lay 
7 ^nf^ bS^^MI^ Aft« Ifaii braK I look i»f . 
leftre to go h^me, Bjad(^a^idmi^6qim)w«fit Mf 

' ' V^le way with me, md imd me^ tb«l tse sooii^ 

of tUb tnrable ws8,beca«80 the I«dtatis lUm jmf 
to God, 011106 they htwe «o done, do uotitpif }/m 
tiftttte B8 ionnerly thoy bme done. I m^i^suiA 
hm^ 4ial once before^ whaa I hoard slim tom^ 
pkiol dttt way, I pmiiAed o» llli* tes«» ^<jl^o. 
imto Ceaar #itfrt ii Ceflar'% loid iinto G«d wbal 
God's r and lOoo on BoroaBOxilL Bn^^mif^U 
13 true, yoa teaok ihHm wdl^ b«t ih^ irill Aot to 
^lat poini: do OS yon toadi Aem/ Andfiird)or,]io 
saidy ^ ^Diis thing ane all the Sadioins oeosiUo of> 
and therefona sot jth ow so l vog agmat ptfLjbig lo 
God.'*^ The^ I was tcoaUfi^ leat if they should 
be sinfully ^just, thewUioitiM both bind^ ««d 

blemish ^ gdepel ai|4»^ 
of it lieth here \ J^fotwaarly had all> or what be 
would, ju>w ho Jifidi but what thoy will, and ad* 
monitions to rnle\better.---I thou^t it a difficult 
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fail spirit, a^^^fsir^Stf and Jiutify 
Acj5eop!e:^x """"^ 

Ilie opfposiUon of t&c) powaWtt was tio lees for- 
midable tibto that of the Sachems. Their preju- 
dices \reife powerfaHy excited by the pti^ess of 
^dle gospel, and their inflveiice gieatly dimhiisfaed. 
They endeavoured therefore to discourage Mr 
Eliot,-*^40 biiW the tninds of &e Indians against the 
reception of the trUth,-«--and to wotk on their sH'- 
perstitioiis fears. Some of the converts displayed 
^wonde|Ml intrepidity, however, when assailed by 
those whom they fonnerly viewed ^th feelings 
approadnng to ihose of d^volion^ 

Initoad of bebg overcome »by his Idals, Mr 
Eliot appe^ha^Mher to hatis been di^ll^ed with 
the tbm^ ^iibN^ friends of thf gospel i^onld 
b6 discovraged on m»y^ccouiit.yx[e addressed a 
letter to Mr WhuW, wlh^n )ms gentleman was 
reodhig in Britahi, << beca¥^)(be feared that" from 
the i^eports abont the oppoi^tio^ which was raised 



oppofiiti 



' Tbe Ugbt ap|9tm«g d^rs ati4 more towards the 
perfect day \ ar» ■ Further VksKasm^ of the State of the 
Indians in New-England, manifested by letters from 
such as preacht to them there ; by H. Whitfield, Lon- 
don» i^l, p* d7i 28. 

a Nesl'i llMR^Englftml, toI. i. p. 385. 
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in New-Englaild, << he ^ould repeire some dj»- 
couragetf^ concerning the ^tk"/ On another 
occa^on, when he gave a description of the diffi- 
culties with wMch he and his people had to con- 
tend, he took such a calm and enlightened view 
of them, as completely proved that he exercised 
unshaken confidence in the wisdom and faithful- 
ness of the divine dispensations^ when to the eye of 
sense they appeared to he possessed of the opposite 
character. " I believe verily," said he, ^* that the 
Lord will bring great good out of all thjOtt oppo- 
sitions; nay, I see it already, (though I see it not 
all, I believe more than I can see) but tins I se^ 
that by this opppsition the wicked are kept off 
from us, and from thrusting themselves into our 
society. Besides, it has become some trial nolt^ 
to come into our company and call upon God; 
for besides the forsaking of their powjaws, and 
their old barbarous habits to all sin, and some of 
their friends and kindred, &c. ; now this is added, 
they incur the displeasure of their Sachems ; all 
which put together, it cannot but appear there is 
some work of God upon their hearts, ^hich doth 
carry them through all these snares."/ 

^ WiD«low'« Glorious Progress of the Go«q^el, p. 18. 
*" Whitfield's Ligbt 9|peariog more aqd more towards 
the perfect day, p. 41. 
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Iw WttH thus ^nabkd to trhiiib)^v«r 
i to wliidit'lhe WM exposod^^ n»rwf 
GMBed t9 Werokt holy tmtchfiiliieM<and to re- 
■i^iiibir» duj^^ywkfie It ww l>y tib^'^iiLoe ot God 
^t he conld oKtain liny deliven^lue or i^ciory, ho 
WW bomd to itisk aH ^imAmt/hmam for hii own : 
]ttwermtion Md im of hylbadhm flock /^ Bm 
thoMgh ^ii mmbla fl^d o^potdtlon k tnrfaed^'nM^ 
^iSlMtfi^ (sad shtdnM tnore) trnto it spiritual 
gi^, yet H behoteth^ doe to he e^cttre and m- 
^^stditsiibl cm sftfe^; forV ^ adyersdry efaodld 
imtetn \»a naked yWid weakXand see an oppOrt«^ 
nhy^ w^ knoi^^ what thel^ fugo, and Satan's 
> tip to work \ 
^to he vigilant 
m, thereby to put i 
«s, and to ptevtMM 
il^y efil against 
Aaed 160 bhtt nwana we oasi, I hopt iii%S 
Mtp «a to trott in his grent m 
o«dr mciag towor to iee unto*"i 

We Ikve now beim ^labkd to c(m«dtitpl^ a 
c«iMdM«hlo poition of ^ miecesB which utt^d- 
ed Mr BfioVs exertionsy and to see aome illnstm^ 
ti^na of the ^irit with -wloiA he lahonred. It 

-'- "-• 

i Wliltfi«ld*» Light appttriitg, p. 41, 43. 
f2 
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cannot then appear woOfdffMfT'^ltmt Ae wo 
evangelizing the Ii^iaira should hare 
considerable atteHflrai in England, aaaled to ihe' 
adoptionoP^easures which Tv«re calculated to 
promote its progress. 

The first account oi Mr Eliot's laboniSy jwe- 
sented to the British public, appeared in the year 
1647. It was contained in a pam^^let en^ded, 
^ The Day-breaking, if not the Sun-Rising of the 
Gospel with the Indians in New-England ;" and 
it excited grateful felelings in the minds ^f many 
of the friends of the Saviour throughout the 
country, and an ardent desire for additional infor* 
nation on the subject to which it referred. In eon- 
sequence of this circumstance, the Rev. Thomas 
Shepard, minister of the gospel at New Cam- 
bridge, was induced to compose a sinular narro- 
tive, u^er the title of << Ibe Clear Sun-dime ,«l 
the Gospel breaking forth upon die Indians."/ It \ 
was published under the patronage- of M^hall, 
Whitaker, Calamy, and other eminent ministers 
residing in and near London, and was dedicated 
*^ To the Right Honourable the Lor^ and Com- 
m<»i8 assembled in the High Court of Parliament," 
that " in them England might be stirred up to be 
rejoicers in, and advancers of these promising be- 
ginnings," and that encouragement might be af- 
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fofd«d to Mr Eliot^ md tbe other individaals who ) 
I were engaged in advaBdng the bterests of ^Stip/ ' 
Messiah's kiaoigdoiii abroad,^^**^ , 

Tbepttrliaoaent^rdiaUy eotered into the yiews,> 
A^MSB^roBa^enr^o addreaeed thenij^a^felt 
great intereat in the work whith had been re- 
ported as goii^ forward in Am^ca. Thejr were 
pleased to refer the conrndemtion of the encom* 
Qtgement which was due to Mr Eliot and his as- 
sodatee, to the Committee of Foreign Plantations^ 
whcMii tbey requested to prepare and bring in aa 
(ndinance,^ €ie enoawragement and a4v{mcemen$ 
of tearning cmd pie$^ in Neio^Eng haMUj The \ 
cMmittee acted dgi^eably to their iastnicttoiis} , 

^"1^49^ proper here to obsenrei that the Bsriiameiit had 
been pels^olie^ to aid die propagation of the gospel in 
North Americ^about the year 1944, by '< William 
Castell, parson or Courtenhall, in Northampton-shire." 
Mr Castell*s petition was recommended " to the mo^ 
high and honourable cdurt," by about seventy English 
ministers ; and by Messrs Alexander Henderson, Robert 
BUdr, R. BailHe, 6» Gillespy^^. Snnth> and M. Borth^ 
wick, of the Church of Scotland, sjt is printed in full, 
in a collection of voyages and travels, X^ndon, 1745, and 
in Hazard's State Papers, vol. i. p. 527-^332. 

k Dedication to Shepard*s Clear Snn-Shhif, 
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and^ tbodg^ mne clelaf tMk ylsM k Mo«i4fi|^ 
giifc ilie lu u uiw wi noommimMiirk thdriqwurt^ iht 
' , high court of the saibil pasted aa aet^ with ^ 

. Tiew of eacoaragnf the ermg^Mmg df dM In- 
^^^--.4181^ tmd Biqi^iflmg those «tfE^«d ifl iMa ■y roA^ 
This aot Was dated 37th J%, 1649, and w«s 
Idg^iareditaUe to the n&detBCasdkigi (Ad h^tatta 
ef ihose idio fransed it. As it etvttaitts a deeided 
and imjpartial testifiumy to the heiM^dud eofii»' 
qvencei of the hdbouito of Mr Elibt abd his asso* 
^tes, agid midces im aeqvaiated ^^ the iteeatis 
tdtiish efiahted theto to con^ne and extend tiMir 
opa^tiod% the faUowing breyiat^' Whi^h was 
fiMed attd dftstiftttled b l^eoad, is h^« itt-' 
serted: 

^ Whereas the Commmis of England, assembled 
k parliameat} haye reoeivsed eertaiB intelligeiiGe 
froia dtrers gocUy nuNstera aild otben ia Neir« 
Eil^d,ttiltt diteft^ of the htothi^na^teiB> tfardttgh 
' the pious t^e of soihe godly English, wtk> pi^ch 

the gospe\ to them in their own Indian lai^^nage^ 
aot only of harharoos are become civil, but many 
ef lli^m fbiaal^ tb^ur aeeastomed ebirtfs itfd 
eorcefles, and isther -sssanici^ dslusk^s, db nxm 
<^ ^ the Aame of ^is Ldrd, and give gteat tes- 
timony of the power of God drawing them 6'om 
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death and darknees to th^ light and life of the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, which appeareth 
by their lammiting with tears their misspent lives ; 
teaching their cfa^dren what they are instoicted 
themselves, — ^being careful to place them in godly 
familiesand Kngliah sdiools, — ^betaking themselves 
taone wife, putting away the rest; uiiA by their con- 
stant prayers to Almighty God, morning and even- 
ing in their families, expressed in all appearance, 
with much devotion and zeal of heart. All which 
considered, we cannot but, in behalf of the nation 
whom we represent, rejoice and give glory to God 
for the beginning of so glorious a propagation of 
the gospel among these poor heathen, whidi can- 
not be prosecuted with that expedition as is de- 
sired, unless fit instruments be encouraged and 
maintained to pursue it, — schoob and clothing be 
provided(~and||many other necessaries. BeitA^^ 
fore enacted by this present parliament, that, for the 
furthering of so good a work, there i^U be a ccnrpo- 
lation in England, consisting of sixteen, viz. a pre- 
sident, treasurer, and fourteen assistants ; an^ that 
Willis^bsSteele, Esq. Herbert Pelham, Esq. James 
Shirley, ^Abc^^am Babington, Robert Houghton, 
Richard HutmbsQQ^ George Dun, Robert Tomson, 
William Mullins, ^phiv Hodgson, Edward Parks, 
Edward Clud, Richard Cloyd, (or Fbyd) Thomas 



X, 
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Aireii John jSlofie, and £di^|r9rasloMr^ d4a2^6 
of I^diliklfij be the skteeli'l^bnB $ out of whom^ 
the said sixteen pmM^or the^ greater immbc;r1:>f 
them, shall e)4^oito of the Wd sutteeti to be 
presidenjir^iK^heir to be Wea8uiW--^They, or any 
fiia»'f» th^m, to appohit a comk^oiuteaL^ And 
be it enacted, that a general collection be made 
for &e purposes aforesaid, through all Emglffifd 
and'Wdeiy'-'^md that the ministers read this act, 
add exhdH the people to a cheerfnl Contritmtioki 
to so pioits a work.** <~H«ir3r6cdy^, dei^ jW- 

The ebihndssidtiers of the united cdloities of 
New-'Engladd were a^^kited by parUament^ to 
receire and dispose of the monies which might be 
colleeted ih consequence of this act. 6rea:t op- 
pmMony howerer, was manifested io hs beneyo- 
l^it intentions ; and though tiie Unirer^ities o1 
Cmnhndgfi and Oxford published letters, recom- 
meiulkig tlie case of the In^ans to the coiisidem- 
tion of tiie ministers of the gospel, the sums 
which were raised at first were very inconsidei*- 
nfele. They assisted^ howerer, materially, in ad- 

- jw ' ' ' • " ^ 

f Appendix to " The Conversion of Five Thousand 
hnd Nine Hundred Eaal Indians, in the 6le of Formosa," 
fMdoD, 1660, ^ 32, 33. 
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iMckig the greil work in North Ameriicft; aadaa 
they were found to be eCitmoiiucally fl^^ed hf 
the connuesioBeiB, the people of £o|^aad seoii 
became eomewbat more faTouiable to the elaioe 
of the corpers^n."^ 

Previously to the formation oi this Bociety, Mr 
Eliot had received no salary on aceotmt <^ hte 
ladfifiBitigable laboum among die In^$A0. Us re- 
joiced to seek the salFatiea of their sou)S| nde- 
pendfiiiUy of the encouragemeiil of his feUow-* 
ereatuies, knowing that while he in^ enaUed to 
do this, he would aojoy the unspeakable eonso- 
ktittiui of the Spirit of God, and receive all necea- 
Muy worldly comforts. He was pftrUcu)arl|p 
gnitefol, howoTitt', to ihe parliameitf; for their be^ 
levoient ^certJoBS, and he e^essed fcis ohliga^ 
lions «0 than in this terms of the warmest affeiitii^. 
^ Now this glorious work of hringplDg in, and 
letting up the glorious kiiigdom of Christ,'* he 
writes, ^ hath the Lord, oi his free grape and 
mercy, put k into the hands of &is renowned 
parliamttit and army. Lord put tt into aU^ their 
hearts to make this desiga of Clmst ihm main 

"^ Hasai^ vA I p, dSd. H(itci|iiisoii*s Hist, of 
Vtm. Bay, p.i«6. Gookiii, </CoB. of Masa. Hist. 
Soc vol. 1. p£l2. 
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^deavour ! When the Lord Jesus is abotit to set 
up bis blessed kingdom among these poor Indians 
also, how well doth it become the spirit of such 
instruments in the hands of Christ to promote that 
work also, being the same business in some res** 
pect which themselves are about by the good hand 

of God r\ 

Honourable as Mr Eliot conceived the work 
of evangelizing the Indians to be, a^nd gi:ateful as 
he was to find that the inhabitants hi his native 
country were disposed to encourage it, he appears 
to have been grieved to observe that his friends, in 
pleading its cause, had alluded to his exertions in 
terms which he conceived to be derogatory to die 
glory of the Saviour, whom he desired to serve. 
The appellation of Indian Evangelist, which 
Mr Winslow had applied to him, he declared to 
be a " redundancy,'' and protested against its use 
with the greatest vehemency. << I do beseech 
you,** he writes, " to suppress all such things if 
ever you should have occasion of doing the like* 
Let iv9 speak, and do, and carry all things with all 
humility. It is the Lord who hath done what is 
done, and it is most becoming of Jesus Christ to 

— -^ -t 

n GookinTurC^^^r Mass. Hist S04 voL i. p. 269, 
270. Whitfield's Light^appeariog, p. XdS 



d by Google 



JOHN ELIOT. 85 

lift up Christ, and (let) ourselves lie lotir. I wish 
that word could be obliterated, if any of the copies 
remain." ° What might not be expected, if the 
|Hin^ples here recognized were generally felt and 
acted on, by those who are engi^ed in propagat- 
ing the gospel, — ^by those who direct the affidrs ^ 
of omr ftpno fe ai^ Sodetiov-'A^d by those whoCA^ 
urge the claims of the . heathen before the 
Christian public ? Alas ! it has now become 
customary with many to speak of making '' sa- 
crifices" for the cause of Christ, — ^to boast of the 
" wisdom" of the plans which are in operation for 
the extension of the tnith,*-«nd to consider the 
success' vouchsafed by God, ais a testimony to the 
merit of ^ zeal and liberality." The command of 
the Saviour, ** Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature ;" the appalling cry, 
^ Come over and help us ;" and the divine decla- 
ration, ** Ye are not your own," ate liable to foe 
foi^otten amidst the unhallowed congratulations 
in which the Cluistian public too frequently in- 
dulge. 



W^^TdTLii^Appearingv p; 18. 
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2R V. 

Efiot pelidoiis hia friends in EngUild for Msiitiiice ia 
•upportiiig BcbooU «mqng the Indians— He reaol?et 
tianslate the Scriptiireninto the Indian language— He 
submits a proposal to njs inends about sending me- 
chanics to America— Evract from one of his letters 
relative to his success in Vaching the Indians — lUits- 
tratioBs of the views with Vfaich he contemplated the 
estab&hment of civil and Wlesiastical order amoog 
the Indiana— Lett^ relative\o his success in prescfap 
ing to the Indians, and his effblts in leading them to 
build a town at a distance from the English — The 
Rev. S. Danforth appointed his* colleague at Rox- 
bury. 

ENCOuaAGED by the institution of the Sode^ 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in New-England, 
Mr Eliot exerted himself to thb utmost of bis 
power to promote the improyement of the Indians 
to whom he had access, and embraced an early op- 
portunity of communicadog his views on this sub- 
ject, to tbe individuals from whom he could look for 
pecuniary assistance. Necessity alone compelled 
him to take this step. '< I have notmeans of my 
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own," he bhiI^ ^ I hisre a £aim]y of miiiy ddldfett 
to educate, and therefore I Gsnnot give erer my 
minisfciy in our church, wherehy my family is sus- 
tamed, to attend the Indians, to whom I giye^ and 
of whom I receive nothing."' 

Tke edocation of the youth appears to have 
been an object to which Ms attentiea was parti- 
enkrly directed* << Let ne, I beseech you,'' 
be writto, *^ trouble yon with some conmderations 
about this great Indian work, whidi Ueth upen 
me as my continual care, prayer, desire, and ^i* 
dea^rour to carry on ; namely, lor thdr sehoolmg, 
•nd education of youtb in learning, which is a 
principal means of promoting it for futore times. 
We must haye special care to have schools JTor 
theiiastruction of the youth in readiiig*" More-\ 
«pver, there be sundry prompt, pregnant-witted \ 
youths, net vitioudy incBned, but well-<lispo8ed> / 
whom I desire may be wholly sequestered to/ 
-.Jeaming."* 

He seems to have been no less anxious to trans* 
late the Scriptures Into the Indian language. 
When be proposed to engage in tins woik of im«' 
mense labour and difficulty, his mind was deeply 
impressed with its importance and respcmsibility, 

* Whitfield's Light Apfraaring, p. 17* 
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land with the neoesaity of nuDg all the means in 
hia power for aecnriDg fideUly. ^^ I most h»re 
aome Indians/' he remarked, ** and it may be 
oUier help, c^mtinnally about me, to try and eif 
amine translations, which I look at as a sacred 
and holy wwk, and to be regarded with much iear^ 
care, and reverwice."^ 

' Desironsofinstrvcting the Indians in the arts of 
dyilized life, he also submitted to his fnends a pro- 
posal about siding mechanics from England, wbo 
mi^t act under his direction. Aware, however, 
of the disastrous consequences wluch might ensna 
to his work, from hi^ people heading . imercomaa 
with persons who were strangers to the power of 
Christianity, he anxiously demmided, that, if his 
request should be complied with, the individuals 
who should cross the Atlantic, ^ might be. godly, 
well-conditioned, honest, medc, and well-spirit* 
ed."<« 

When Mr Eliot submitted these proposals to 
his friends, he fnmiflhed them with an accoimt of 
the progress of the gospel, and of his expectations 
of its future success. The following extract from 
one of his letters, which refers to diese subjects, 
possesses considerable interest : — 

^ WlHtfield*s Light Appearing, p. 17* 
« Whitfield*s Light Appearing, p. 26. 
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^ Naur settiig it is so great a cmfifort to you td 
hear hovr the Lord is pleased to cany on this 
wmrk, I shall relate iiato yoa some passageai 
wliereby yoa may see in what frame the Indians 
aro. I httdy and still have, a great desire to go 
te a great fi^ng-place, Namaske tipon Meni« 
mack ; and because the Indians* way lieth beyond 
the great nyer, which we cannot pass with our 
k t iBos , nor can we well go to it on this side the 
mts^ unless wie go by Nasbaway^ which is «boat 
and a bad way unbeaten, tbeln^ans not using that 
wiiy/--4 therefore desired « htody man of Nasha- 
way to beat out a way, so that he may pilot me 
titttker in the spring ; and he hired Indians with 
Idm and did it. In the way he passed trough a 
gieat pe<^le tailed Sowahegen Indians, some of 
iidimn4iad heard me at Pantuoket and at Na^ha>- 
way, and had earned home such tidings, that they 
were generally stirred with a desire that I should 
cmne and teadi them. When they saw a man 
come out to cut a way for me that way, they 
wen yery glad ; and when he told them I intended 
to come that way next spring, they seemed to hint 
full of joy, and made him very welcome. In the 
spring, when I should have gone, I was not well ; 
yet when I went to Paatueket, another fisfaing" 
qucorter, where from all quarters ^ey met i»^ 
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get^, thither came ditera of these Sowafaegmft 
Indians, and heard me teach, and I had confer^Kse 
with than. Amoag^ otb«r things, I asked whether 
Sowahegen Indians were desirous to pray to Giod ? 
Th^ answered, Yea. I asked how many dewed 
it. They answered, Waku, that is AU, and widi 
such a^Bction as" did much affect those Christiui 
men that I had with me in company. 

<< The chief Sachem of this plaice, Rmtvi^Bil, 
and of all Memmadc, Pappassaeonnoway, wbo 
ga^e up himself and his sons to pray to G^, did 
this year shew great aifection to me and th<^ wwd 
of €k)d. He did exceedingly earnestly ini^te me 
to come and lii^e there, and teach them, lie used 
many alignments, many whereof I have foi^otten ; 
but this was one: — ' Your comii^ hidier but once 
in a year does them but lifde good, because thisy 
soon forget. I have many men who will not be- 
lieye me that praying to God is so good ; \nt^ if 
you would come and teach them, I hope they will 
believe you. You do, as if one should come aad 
throw a fine thing among diem, and they eamesdy 
catch at it, and like it well, because it looks finely, 
but they cannot look into it to see what is widiin 
it^, but if it be opened, then they will believe it. 
If you would come unto us, mad open it to ua, 
;Bnd sliew us what it is widiin, then we should 
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bcKe^e AatH is so ^Eeetient as y o« say.^ ^^ch > 
d<^gtit MgemB eBtt ^w di esir^ Be use, \yith mud/ 
^writy, wisdon^, and a^BetioB ; u^ truly, my 
beart mueh yeam^th towards the|i(^and I ht^ a 
great desire to miice our lod^ tbwn Uiat way ; 
yet the Lord, by tb^ eye c/^provideac^ seemeth 
Mat to lo<^ tlHthw> pibd^De(»ii8e these is not a 
place of due eacoanqeiB(iexktf wbich wouM spoil 
the w;erk|— «iid ^ray beeause our LxfiaiiB, wbicfa 
afee our first aaurdiief mat^i^ab in present view, 
are lotb to^ nwtbwasd, thbn^ they say they 
will §o jpi!w me any whither* X^ ooncemeth me 
to lead th0m into an^s^mpta^on of 
sey&lty, e<^d, and want, wluch mky damp the 
pfogpeaa^aLA^- g oap cL * ^ « - 
, << AaapMr Indian, who lired remote ^^otherjl 

/wa^ asked me if I had any childrea. I answered 
iteL He asked how many* I said Six. He aek^ 
how many of them were sons. I told him Five. 
Then he asked whether my sons ^uld teach the 
Indians to know God as I do : at which question 
I was mu^ mpyed in my heart ; for I have oitesa 

. in my prayers dedicated all my sons unto the 
Lord to serve him in this service, if he will please 
to accept Uiem therein^ My purpose is^ to do my 
uttermost to train them up in leammg, whereby 
they may be fitted in the best manner I can to ^rv e 
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AsIjCM^^cven; apd bettor prefermeBt I dinn«iio^ 
for ihemf thaa to serre the hofd m tlos itrnv^^ 
To this pvrpose I angwered ^mn; sad my aaswet 
sBflmed to be well-pleamg to them, wfaidi teemed 
to miBiBtar tovsy heacrt some eneoiinigefii«tit,'ltet 
. the Lord's meniiig was to im|»:oye ^m thst 
mf^y and ^wt he would psqpare thdr heam to 
aeeept the same* 

<( Some^range LuiiaBB came to see them, who 
prayed to God, as one from Martha's VineyaitL 
When those straBgrars oame, aad they pa^ved- 
them to^aiSsot rdigioQf and h|id i&^iMil oe*<i^^^ 
about ^ same, there was irery great gUi^ess of 
bent among tibem, and tbey made these strangenrt 
exceedingly welcome. Hereupon did tbe qnestioik 
^^^nse, namely. What is the reason, that, when a 
^^stiaDge Indiui comes in am<mg ns, whom wenev^ 
saw before, yet, if he piay unto God, we do ex" 
oeedingly lore him ? But if om* own brother, 
dwelling a great way oflP, come unto ns, he not 
praying to God, ^oagfa we love him, yet nothing 
so as we bye that other s^ang^ who doth pray 
unto God. 

^^ This question (M so clearly demonstrate that 
whicb the Scripture calls, < lore of the brethr«i,' 
that I thought it was useful to try others of them, 
whether they f<rand the same in 111 w hearts. Tliey 
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aiMorarad tluit tbey all found it le in thdr bearts ; 
and that it l»d \mesk a matter of diaeoitrBe mmemg 
themselveB, whidi was no small comfort and ^ 
cowragmnent unto my spirit. I adced ^lem wbaiA 
dbovld be the reason that the godly peof^ in 
£i^;land, >3000 miles off, who nerer saw them, 
yet heaang that they pray to God, do ezoeedii^y 
ngoice at it, and send them tokens of ihek loTe. 
I th«i shared to them the unity of spirit.'*^ 

Mrl] 

fmr thd^ Indians, in a intaatifni remote/lfbm Uie 
j£ng^i8h)^ave been more tiian <mee am^d to in 
ike ^Ltram from his lettess whtdv^nare been al* 
.ready broo^it forward. AnximiA as he was, how- 
ever, to . see tKe indi^iduak^hom he instmeted 
placed in ecnnfOTteUe diromstances, with r^ard 
to thdr temporal aoMk^iritual conc^nis, he was 
xaieful to mark th/dealings of God's providence, 
and to direct hjs <^>emions acc<»ding to the en- 
couragement Ahich mig^t be afforded to him, by 
i^Aatfing <^the circumstances in which he was 
.placed. /Alika r^nored^from unhallowed pre- 
sumptioiii, and ungrateful oistrust invthe divine 
fyathhimem, he was neither iincMned to forward hi» 
beat" plans without 'dime Erection, nor to abandon 

<i Whitfield's Ligkt Appwfing, p. It— »1. 
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into immtdkttB 
/iovMexiei thai tbe way 
\ gwffemd no obstacle to 
,lMit wiwn be atterUmied 
ooAdnet wliidi be 
\ leokecTte hb Faliffir inheemn 
patiendywitfbdto'aningwer to 
hiBpraycfB. << The Indknt Goatinue OMutanty" bs 
f«tlesma Ictler datod thegMictf the lOdi mondi, 
1649, ^ and eainetdy deave to fl a fr»p o n . 4he wey of 
^ehaUtafttti^cttld propard for tbeir enjeymeDt «f 
Aatgieal Ueaung, — to gather a drarcfa 4)C Ghnat 
aneng them. Skme 4be writing of my kst, a 
Nipmadc Sachaot hath submitted himadf to pny 
TOto the Lord, and nnich desiretfa one of omc 
ctmi ones to fiye wi^ him, and teach him and 
those that are wilii him* Ynk wrote mnefa, ai« 
eooraging to loee no tone, aad follow the wotk^ 
b«t I dnrtt not do ea The wotk is great, as I 
unformed yon in my former letters, and I foawlwt 
it shonld discourage yon. . I would neither be too 
hasty to np, before the Lord do dearly (by Scr^ 
tm^ rules) say Go; nor, on the other hand, woidd 
I hold them too long in snspente. There may be 
weakness that way to their discouragement ; but 
it is the Lord's wiori^ and he is ininite in wis- 
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dom, aod fae wttl em% the woik in svoh a time 
and place as shall heat attaia his appomted ends 
and great glary."^ . 

In &e commeneemeiit of the year 1660, he \ 
vnites m a amilar stnun. ^ Hie wod£ of the ^ 
Lord, lliroiigh his grace, doth still go on as for* \ 
merly. They are foil of questions, and anxiens 
to know the meaning of soch Scriptures as I have 
translated and read, and in a pow manner ex« 
povnded to thenu They long to proceed m that 
work which I ha?e in former letters mentioned ; 
namely^ to ctfBit-*in a town, — to he under the ^/^ 
goveninnnt of the Lord, — and to have a c^mrch, 
and the ordinances of Christ among them. The 
reason why there is still a delay of layii^ the 
foundation of the woik is this, because we must 
aee whedier any supply is like to be had from 
England, for our sun, and bad times, may disap- 
peint our greatest hopes ; and if any, ifrlmt mea- 
anne, that we may be gnided vdbat fonndation and 
baginuiDg to make. To begin the wodc before 
the Lord hath diacoTered his providing pcoridence 
this way, by the rale of pmdmee mi^ not be ; 
only I do, tfarongh the Lard's hdpv contmuaUy go 
on to teach them,— as for these ifaree years and a 
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half I hare done, iBBtracla^ tlieiii,-^--aiid prepttiog 
them as well as I can against such a time aa llie 
Lord, who hath promised to gtdde us hy his eye 
and voice, i^iall manifestly call us to go forward 
^ to that . woik which we wait to see aceeDipli8b<i 

Such were the views and feelings with which 
Mr Eliot contemplated the measures which he 
ought to pursue, in refermice to the eneetion of a 
town for the Indians ; and from 4Mie of his lettera, 
dated 2l6t October, 1650, it wiU appear, that, 
while he was encouraged by thc| success which he 
continued to experience, his whde coi^uct was 
regulated by them. 

** God is greatly to be adored in all his pnm* 
dences, and hath, evermore, mw and holy ends to 
accomplish, which we are not aware of; ami 
therefore, although he may seem to ci?06s om* ends 
with disaf^intments, after all aw puns and ex- 
pectadi^ y^ he hath fiarther and better though 
than we c0i reach unto, wldch will cause us to 
admine his love and wisdom, when we see l^em 
accomplished. He is gradkms to accept of ow 

' i'Whitfidld'-t Xii^it^ppearii^ p. 31. 
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mmcere hhmn fw his name, tboagfa bedi8app<mit 
l^m in our way, and frnstrate our eiqiectations 
in our time ; yea, he will fulfil our expectations in 
his way, and in his time, which shall finally ap- 
pear, to the eye <^ £u^ a better way than ows, 
and a fitter time than ours : — ^his wisdom is infi- 
nite. 

^^ The IxMd rtill smileth on his wcHrk among 
the Indians. Througph his help that strei^^theneth 
me, I cease not, in my poor measure, to instruct 
them ; and I do see that they profit and grow in 
Imowledge c^ the truth, and some of them in the 
b^e of it, which appeareth by a ready obi^nce 
to it. To testify their growth in Imowledge t 
will not trouble you with their questions, but I 
will only relate one story which fell out about ikB 
beginning of this year. Two of my hearts trar 
▼dled to Frovidenee and Warwick, where Gorton^ 
fiv^ ; and there they spent a Sabbath, and heard 
his people m some exercises, and had much con- 
Iprence with th^n. Perceiving that they had 
some knowledge in religion, and were of my 



By one>aC4fae best pens, is 
described asV most prodi^us Minter of Sx^BSant. No- 
veltiest and thhv^ drejfi cf Faxiumx.*^ -^Mather t 6. riu 
p. 11. 

H 
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hearerBy ihey endea? onmd to pMson Umr miiidt 
with their opinions. When they came home, the 
next lecture day,he£are I began ikt exeveise, one 
of them aflked me, ^ What is the reason, that see- 
ing those English peojde, where I have bemi, liad 
the same Bible that we hare, yet do not speak 
the same things?' I asked the reason of tins 
question. He said, * Becanse my brother and I 
have been at Providence, and at Warwick, and 
we perceire^ by i^ieech witJi them» that tbey difier 
from vs.' I asked him in what points ; and so 
much as his brother and he cenld odl to ndad, he 
relatefl as foUoweth : 

u i Firsts They said thus, ihey teadi yon that 
there is a heavpn and a hell ; hut theve is no audi 
flMtter.' I asked him what reason lliey gave: he 
answered,*-^ He (Gorton) said that these is no 
olher heavsen than what is in the hearts of good 
men, nor no other hell t|ian what b in ^e hearts 
of bad men.' Then I asked, and what ipid yon 
to that? Saithbe,'ItddthcmIdidnotbelieve 
tJMm,— beaanse heareii is a plao9 idnthcr good 
men go aftor this life is ended, and hell is a place 
whither bad men go when they die, and cannot be' 
in the hearts of men.' JTl^proved of this an^j^^. 
I asked VBirhat ebejjbey ^pake : be vmjMHlS^Thef 
spake a [ bajg j^ and said, that^yon are tw^% 
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tin ufiu^ imst be baptized, ^nlkjkRiB a Teiy 
fooliuk tfaiBg.' I aaked him v^^iteason they gare : 
ha m^ Beeanie infantr'^diker know God nor 
baptism, Vor what ^r^, and therefore it is a 
I asked him what he said 
I cooid not say ma<^, but I 
r to baptine them while yowtg, 
nd and engaged ; but if you 
be grown up, it may be 
ikff will fly nff^ and mdier care for God nor 
ilfa hajftigmJ I appioyed of this a|^ and asked 
what dse^ey spake of. He said farther, * They 
spake of minist^^s <^d said, ^ey teach yon that 
yoa most bsve minislerd, but Aat is a needless 
thing;' I asked what reason they gave. He said, 
^ Tliey gave liiese reasons : Isi^ Mirndters knowno-- 
thitig but vrbsib they learn out of God's book, and 
webave God's boofr as weH as they, and can tell 
what God saith. 2fid, Mitiisters cannot change 
men'fi hearts, God must do Hmt, and therefore* 
thereis no need of ministers.' I as^ed him what 
fas aaid to that. He said, < I told them lliat we must 
do ms God commandS'lIU'^ imd if ha commands to 
harte mimsters we must have Ithem. And further, 
I told them I thought it wad true that mmistei^ 
cannot change men's hearts, — ^bttt when we do as 
God bids ws and hear mtnisteni preach, then God 
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wUl change our bearts.' I apiwoved this answer 
also. I asked what else they spake. He said, 
* Tliey teach you that you must have magistrates, 
but that is needless, nor ought to be.' I asked 
what reason they gave. He said, * They gave this 
leason, — ^magistrates cannot give life, therefww 
they may not take away life : wheli aman anneth, 
he doth not sin against magistrates, and therefors 
why should they punish them ; but he sms against 
€rod, and therefore we must leave them to God[ to 
punish them.' I asked him what he said to that : 
he answered, * I said to that, as to the formw, we 
must do as God commands us.*— » 

** By such time as we had done this conference, 
the company was gathered together, and we went 
to prayer ; and I did solemnly bless God who had 
given them so much understanding in his truth, 
and some ability to disciem ^tween truth and 
error, and an heart to stand for the truth, and 
gainst error ; and I cannot but take it as a divine 
testimony of God's blessing upon' my poor la- 
bours. I afterwards gave the person with whom 
I conversed, an answer to his first question, vis. 
Why they (Gorton and his friends) having the 
same Bible with us, yet spake not the same things* 
And I answered him by that text, 2 Thess. ii. 10, 
1 1, < Because they received not the love of the 
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taHikf that tfaey nught bessined; an^ftir Ais cause 
God shall said them strong defanicm, thai they 
dKrald beliere a He.' This text I opened mto 



^ 1^ fNreaent work of tibe Lord that is to be 
done atnong them, is to gath^ them togel^r from 
their scattered kind of life ; first into civil society, 
then to ecclesiastical. In the spring that is past, 
dMey were yery desirous to have been upon that 
i^brk, and to have planted com in the place in- 
toided ; but I did dissuade them, because I hoped 
for tools and means from England, i^iereby to pro- 
secute the work this summer. When ships came, 
and no simply, you may easily think what a dauip- 
iag it was ; and truly my heiart smote me, that I 
had looked too mUch at man and means, in stop- 
ping their earnest affections from diat bar which 
proved a blank. I began without any such re- ' 
spect) and I thot^t tln^ the Lord would have 
me so to go on, and only lo<^k to him whose work 
it is. When I had thus looked up to the Lord, I 
advised with our elders, and some other of our 
diiirch, whose hearts consented with me. TJhen 
I advised with divers of liie ^ders at Boiston lee- 
tare, mid Mr Cotton's answer was, ^ My heart 
saith, go on, and look to the Lord only for help :' 
the rest also concurred. So I commended it to 
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our cbnrch, and we smight God in a day of fa^b^ 
aed prayer, Vand have been ever since a-doing ac- 
cording to onr abilities. This I account a fevour 
of God, that on that yery night, before we came 
from onr place of meetang, we had notice of a 
ship from England, whereby I receired letten^ 



Great as is the ** seal" for the propa^taon of the 
I which is displayed in the present d^, a proposal 
for^^hristians to engage in the exerc»& of fasting, in 
' any missionary undertaking^ would probably 
sneer of thousands wbo^ntribute theb sil* 
▼er and gdld without reluctance, ud who can talk and 
writeabout o^pendance on the <mine blessing, and the 
manner in which it ought to be^'sought, with the utmost 
fluency. The faet is, that witK many professing Chris- 
dans there is even some reluctance to engage in suppli- 
cation for the ^read df thy gospeL Missionary prayer- 
-meetings, indeed, have tii^n established in most of our 
large cities, but the attendance at them is extremely par- 
tial, — a circumstanoif which, to the minds of the mis- 
nonaries alive toydie moral difficulties of their office^ 
ought to be monr appalling than'the prospect of q)end- 
Ing thdr days in a sickly clime, ^d among a people of 
a strange ooimtenance, and of a stitage tongue. '< Be 
helpful in payer to our work,** stfid Mr Eliot to Mr 
Heniy Whitfield, " and above all your gatherings, gather 
prayers : A mean, put the saints in mind that uey pray 
much ab^itit.*' Let him, though dead, yet speak. 
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and some encoTungement in the work from [wi- 
vate friends, — a mercy which God had in stcve^ 
but unknown to some, and so contrived by the 
Lord that I should recdve it as fruit of prayer. 

^ The place also is of God's providing, as a 
fruit of prayer ; for when I, with some that went 
widi me, had lode to a place of some hopeful ex- 
pectation, it was in no wise suitable. I went be- 
hind a^ rock, and looked to the Lord, and com- 
mitted the matter to him ; and while I was tra- 
Telling in woods. Christian friends were in prayer 
at home ; a^d so it was, lliat though one of our 
company fell sick in the woods, and we wei^e 
forced hcmie tirith speed, yet, in the way homt, 
^le Indians in otii^ company, upon inquiry describe 
ing a place to me,^yid guiding us over some part \ 
of it, the Lord did both by his providence then, 
and afterwards, by more diligent search of the 
place, discover that there it was his pleasure, we ' 
. should bepn the work^ When grass wm fit to 
be cut, I sent some Indians to mow, and libers to 
make some hay at the place. This work was 
performed Veil, as I found when I went m with 
my man to order it. We must also of ne<!^8sity 
luKve an house in which to lodge, meet, and l^y 
up our provisions and clothes ; I set them there- 
fore to fell andT^^e timber for a house ; when 
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it was reaifyy I went, and many of them witli me) 
and on their shonlderB carried all the timber to* 
gether, /Src These things ihej dieerfnUy do, but 
I pay them wages carefully for all sndh in^oiks I 
set them about, whidi is a good eneooiagem^nt Uf 
labour. I purpoto, Gr6d wilHng, to call them to^ 
gether this autumn, to hresk and pr^Mure tbenr 
own ground against ^e sprii^, and for oliier 'i»^ 
cessary works, which are not a fow, in such in 
enteiprize. There is a great riyer whidbi di?idet]i 
between their planting ground and dwellu^-placey 
through whkh, though they easily wade in sum- 
mer, yet in the spring it is deep, and unfit for 
daily passing over, especially by women and diil« 
dren. Tlierefore I thought it necessary that thii 
autumn we riiould make a foot-bridge oyer, againaii 
audi time in the sprinaps we ^all have dail^^/use 
of it. I toid them my purpose ahd reason of it^^-i-. 
wished ibem to ^ with me t6 do liiat work, whidi 
they cheerfidly did : with thdr own hands did they 
build a brif^ e^ty foot long, and nine foot hig^ 
m the midst, that it might itand tkore the floods. 
When we had d^oe, I caUed them togethw, {Mtiy- 
ed, and gave ihanks to God, and taught them out 
of a portion of Scripture. At parting, I uAd 
them I was glad of their i^diness to h^bour, when 
I advised ifelem thereuntb; and inasmuch as it 
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"^ 

Inlh been hard and tedtoiis labour in the water, 
timl if any of them desired wages for the work, I 
wonki give them ; yet (being as it is for their own 
use) if they should do aU this labour in love, I 
diould take it well, and, as I may have occasion, 
remember it. They answered me they were far 
from desiring wages when they do their own work, 
but, on the other aide, they were thankful to me 
that I had called ^lem in a work so needful for 
them ; whereto I relied, I was glad to see them 
so ingenuous. 

It cannot but appear there is some' work of — 

God^upon their hearts, .Which doth carry them 
. these snares^ and if, xvpon some com- 
petent timK^ expeiifikcej we shall find them to 
glow in knov^lc{|^e,of the principles of jeligion, 
and to love the w^j^f the Lord the better, ac- 
cording as tbey come totm^erstand them, — and to 
yield obedienc^ to them, andv submit to this, great 
diange, to bridle lust by laws\f chastity, and to 
mortify idleness by labour, — «na^esire to train up 
their duldren accordingly ; I say,X ^® ^^^^ ^^ 
these things in some measure in themy'nrhat should 
hinder charity from hoping that there is\^race in 
their hearts, — a spark kmdled by the word and 
sfMrit of God, which shall never be quend^ed; 
tod were these in a fixV ^fat^^^on, who could cJ 
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gainsay tkdi- giidieriiig togisiber »to alloiy ehordi 
covenant and electbti of eAaem; and wlik> ^asA 
forbid them be baptized ? And I nm persviacbd 
there be svndry sack aaieng ikem^ whom iha 
Lord will yo>«chsafe so far to fonrtus and to Mam 
npon, that they may beeome a churdi and « 
spouse df Jesus ChifBt. 

'' The blesnng of God upon this wdik dtfA 
comfortat»ly> ho^follyv and sueoessii^, appear itf 
the labouiB of my broliier Mayhew, in Martha^ 
vineyard, insomuch that I hq>e they ^l j>e> alter . 
a whiioi lipe for tlos .wodc of fniUly andgrnhrir 
bitation, if once they^ee a Buccessful patten of 
It. I doid)t not but they wiU ere kmg desm 
diurch-fellowGdnp, and the ordinances of God's 
worship. The cloud inoeaseth, and the Loid 
seemelh to be coming in among them. They me 
very " de sirotoa to have tiiek cfaiklren taught^ whidt 
is one aigum^t that they trtily \m^ ^ know*- 
ledge of God. I have intreated a wmnaki, Irfing 
near whei>e they dwell, to do liiat office fnr their 
diildren, and I pay her for it; but when they go 
to th^ pkmtatbn we shall be in a strait for hdp 
that way. The Indians so well like the peraona 
who perform that service for them, that they en-> 
treat them to go with them, vrhkh I lock at as a 
finger of God. If the Lord please to pro^o* our 
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y 
poof bggimilngis my pnipoae k, so ^ as the Lord 
Ak^ embk, me to give atten^K^ to the work, 
to i^ school exereiaea for aH the rneoy by daily 
iiistraciliiigof themtoreadaiid write>&c. Yc&> iif 
tbe Lord afford ua . fit instramentB, my denre ia 
that all the women imly be tan^t to read. I 
know ihe matter wiiy be difficult every way, for 
Ej^liah people can/ only teach them to read 
Eogtirii, — and for ihdr <Hvn kdgnage we have no 
book. My deahe^ Aerefoie, k to teach them aH 
to writOy and read written h^nd, and thereby, ^th 
pams taking, 4(hey inay have, aoqie <tf the Scrip- 
tares m Aeir own language. liwve one already 
who can wHte, so that I can r^ui his writing well, 
sad he ci^read mine. I hope ifae Lord will both 
enbtg^/his pnderBtandEng,and enable othen to do 
M iH/doth. If once I had some of themselTee 
abl^ to wiite and read, k m%ht further the iroik 
eoK^edingly, a3|d win be <lie speediest limy. 
/ ^ The Lord of heaT^ ^ess and lissist yon in 
all yonr ways, and I beg yonr prayers for mestil^ 
and so resty-^Yeun in our Lord Jesus, 

John Eliot."*? 



r^^i^Ut(k)d*s U^t Ai^t^i^ p. 9l^-44. 

Digitized by Google 



108 



LIFE OF 



Tbe precedmg lettw bears 
Mr £liot*^zeal, diligence, 
the work of ^^dstmcting the 
shews that he, must have 
was written, to gire that 
interests of the ^i^l 
their circuinstanceGK i 
ever, as he was in 
suffer them to be treat 
first entered on his 
was supplied in 
ministry who ap] 
that it had now* 



iple testimoiiy to 
m 
but it alflo 
in unable, w1»hi it 
tntion to the spiritvd 
le of Roxbmy whidi 
Interested, how- 
welfare, he could not 
with neglect. When he 
labours, his pul^t 
inCi by his brethren in the 
ei h»^lans ; but, suppoaing 



nei^fssary to procive a 
more stated assi^jlance, he addpt^ measures^ m 
1650, for the i^4K>intmeht, as liis colleague, of 
the Rer. Samuel Danforth. Tnis young man, 
having been deprived of his father before be 
completed his twelfth year, was instructed under 
the cai^<^ tbtf pious Thomas l^ep^d, and gave 
satisfac^r^sf^fs of piety and talent. His edu- 
cation was fiiushei^t Harvard College, where he 
highly distingliished^hiiqself among his fellow- 
students. H^ was welcomM,^ Roxbnry with ihe 
kindest affection ; and it was ^tu^d that the con- 
fidence which was reposed in himNvas not mis- 
placed. He Iftboured, with |;reat di^iterested- 



\ 
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ness and diligence, 
four years, 

Eliot, who vie^i^ him as 
supply his Ufek of service. 
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period of twenty- 

] iigh satisfaction to Mr 

eminently qualified to 



Mather, b. iii, p. 19U b. iv. p. 154. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



/ 



Opposition to thi corporation for Propagatinff>he Gospel 
in New-£ngla^— Extract from one of £hot*s letters, 
relating his succtss in the conT«r8i«mXn the Indians, 
and their progres^in erecting a ^m^ remote from Uie 
English — Natick fifiisbed.— EUcri establishes civil order 
among the English-^Natick/visited by the GoTemor 
of Massachusetts — Cfiot ^lopts measures for the for- 
mation of a Christiartv cMurch, and writes dpwn the 
confessions of the Indiius — Account of a <* great aa» 
sembly'* at Natick — T^!t^ew-Eng1and ministers refuse 
to form a church amo^ ttte Indians— Mr Eliot's feel- 
ings on this subject, ^ld Dr^ I. Mather's opinion about 
the Indians — Account of ^e death of two Indian 
"^ children — Eliot pAwecutes Ms labours, and applies to 

* the General Coim in behalTidf the Indiansi— Grants 
of settlements yto the Indiaii^Danid Gookin ap- 
pointed ruler ^the praying IncUans— Difficulties re« 
lative to the settlement of the Indians at Punkipog — 
Exhortations of two Indians— Church fonned at Na- 
tick. 

We bave already been made acquainted with- Mr 
Eliot's intention to establish a settled fonn of go- 
yemment among the Indians, — ^to institate schools 
for thdr edncation^-'^d to form Aose who ap- 



d by Google 



V ^OHN EhlOT. ^^ 111 

peared to bk tnily GOnyeite^.^i^ a Christuoi 
diurch. We vaye ako,.«d& the hope which he 
entertained of l^ejnifwle to carry his plans into 
effect, andQpi€Mying sach pecniiiary assistance 
firom£iigIand as^ms necessary in the drcum- 
stances in which he wlis placed* ' 

TTie corporation for IVopagating thd Grospd 
in New-England affcnrded l#k^all the encon* IH / 
ragement iiHbich they were wananted to do, on x v ' ^ 
a consideration of ^e liicmey which they had 
receiyed, and the prospect of an acc^sion to their 
fitnds which they coidd reasonably- entertain. 
The benoTolent indiyidnalsy however, who com- 
posed this body, though supported by the in- 
fluence of Parliament, and seyeral of the Imost 
eminent individuals of the day, had to struggle 
with much opposition. Their motiyes and llieir 
proceedings were misrepresented ; and they were 
assailed by a mullitude of objections, ^m many 
of whom they entertained the most charitable 
opinioiu^ ^midst all the difficultie&^owever, 
with which fVey had to contend, thej/itcted with 
the greatest pra^ence. They contented *^ their 
labour and their ptH(s freely to the work, without 
the least diminution oQhe stodc;" and adopted 
the kindest means of rebf^ting die acc^^tioin 
which had been brought against them. ^^Ving 
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done nothing wrong, they had nothing to conceal ; 
and, with the view of satisfying tlie public that 
the charitable donations entrusted to them were 
not misapplied, they invited a weekly inspection 
of their books, which contained '< an account of 
their receipts, disbursements, and manner of pro- 
ceeding." Acdng in this manner, and conscious 
of the goodness of their cause, th^y trusted 
that God would advance its interests ; and they 
found accordingly that he stirred up the hearts 
of some eminent Christians to contribute in a 
very liberal manner to its support, and '^ to cliai^ 
their lands with a yearly revenue to the corpora- 
tion."/ 

Mr Eliot, having been informed of these cir- 
cumstances, proceeded in the execution of his 
plans ; and, in a letter addressed to a member of 
tlie corporation, and dated 28th Febiiiary, 1651, 
he gave a pleasing view of the progress whicli he 
had made»v2md of the improvements which, by the 
divine blessing, were gradually taking place in the J 
X moral condition of the Indians. 



/ * Address to the Chrislian Reader, apud Strength out 
' of Weakuesse ; or, a Glorious Manifestation of the fiir- 
\ tfaer progresse of the gospel among the Indians, London 
1662, and p. 49. , 



d by Google 



JOHN ELIOT. lit 

^ In matters of reli^on," lie says, ^^ diey go 
on, not only in knowledge, but also in the prac- 
lace and power of grace. — ^I have seen lively act- 
ings tii chanty out of reverence to the command 
of the Lord. We offered twelve-pence a night 
to any who would tend an old destitute paralytic 
man ; and for mere hire none would abide it :-— 
out of ibwe charity, howevear, some of the fo- 
mlBes did tidce care of him.— Hie old man doth 
wisely testify &at their love is sincere, and that 
Aey truly pray to God. I could, with a word 
spdcen in our churdies, have this poor man re- 
lieved ; but I do not, because I think the Lord 
hath afflicted him for the trial of thdr grace, and 
ezerdse of their love.^ — 

^ One of our principal men, Wamporas, is 
dead. He made so gracious an end of his Kfe, 
embraced death with such holy submission to the 
Lord,' and wiss so little terrified at it, as that he 
bath greatly strengthened the fail^ of the living. 
I think he did more good by his death iban he 
could have done by his life. One of his sayings 
was, ^ God gplvetb us three mercies in the worlds 
the iarst is health and strength,— the second is 
food and clollies, — ^the thifd is sickness and death ; 
and when we have had our eiiare in the two first, 
why should we not be willing to ttke our part in 
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the third ?* His last words weie Jehovah Anni- 
tmmah Jesus Christ; that is, * O Lwd, give me 
Jesus Christ.' When he could speak no more, he 
continued to lift up his hands to heaven, according 
as his strength lasted, unto his last bteath. Whea 
I visited him the last time I saw him in this world, 
one of his sayings was this : * Four years and a 
quarter since, I came to your house, and brought 
some of my childroi to dwell with the English ; 
now when I die, I strongly entreat you, that yon 
would strongly entreat Elder Heath, and the rest 
who have our children, that they may be taught 
to know God, so that they may teach their conn- 
trymen*' His heart was much upon our intended 
work, to gather a church among them. I told 
him that I greatly desired he might live, if it wwe 
God's will, to be one in that work ; but that if he 
should now die, he should go to a better church, 
where Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses^ 
and all the dead saints were with Jesus Christ, in 
the presence of God, in all happiness and glory. 
Turning to the company who were present, he 
spake unto them thus : — ^ I now shall die, but 
Jesus Christ calleth you that live to go to Natk^, 
that there the Lord might rule over you; — ^that you 
might make a church, and have the ordinances o^ 
God among you, — ^believe his word, and do as he 
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commandeth 70a.* His gracious words were ac- 
ceptable and affecting. The Indians flocked to- 
gether to hear them. They beheld his death with 
many tears ; nor am I able to write his story with- 
oot weeping. — 

" It faaih pleased God to take away that Indian 
' who was most active in carpentry, and who had 
framed me a house, with the direction of some 
English, whom I sometimes procured to go with 
me to guide him, an4 to set out his work ; so that 
our house lieth not yet raised, which maketh my 
abode amongst them mere difficult, and my tani- 
aiice shorter than else I would; but the Lord 
helpeth me to remember that he hath said, ' En- 
dure hardness as a good sdidier of Jesus Christ.' 
It hath pleased God this winter much to enlaige 
the ability, of him whose help I use in translating 
the Scriptures; besides, it hath pleased God to 
stir up the hearts of many of them this \dnter, to 
leun to read and write, — ^wherein they do very 
much profit, with a little help, for they are very 
ingenious. And whereas I had thoughts that we 
must have an Englishman to be their schoolmaster, 
I now hope that the Lord will raise up some of 
themselves, and fit them for that work. I trust 
in the Lord that we shall have sundry of them 
able to read and write, who shall write every man 
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for himself, so much of the Bible as the Lord 
shall please to enable mo to translate. Besides 
these works which concern religion and learmng, 
we are also a-doing, according to the measure of 
oar day of small things in the civil .part of this 
woik. We have set out some part of the totni 
in several streets, — measuring ont and dividing of 
lots, which I set them to do, and teach them bow 
to do. Many have planted apple trees, and they 
have begun divers orchards. Last week I ap- 
pointed our lecture to be at ft water, wlich is a 
comuion passage. Tliere we built a bridge, and 
made a wire to catch fish. We have also begun 
a palisado fort^ in 1^ midst whereof we intend 
to have a meeting-house and a school-house."^ 

Mr Elia<Caving begun thus vigorously to e^Mh 
cute h6 plans for the settlement of the Iil^ians, 
9uf^ed not his zeal to wax coW By unremitting 
Attention to his ^ work,** \Bt soon qualified two 
iiMiividuals for instructing thehr countrymen ; and 
in order to ascdst them in the discharge of thehr 
duties, he composed a catechism, which they care- 
fully taught to their scholars. He also required 
that the children placed under their care, should 
transcribe such parts of the Bible as he had trans- 

^ Strength out of Weaknesse, p. 1 — 5. 
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lated. He hoped in this way to fix diyme truth 
in the minda of the yoang, and to lead ^m to 
profit by a knowledge of the wOrd of God, which, 
at this time, he did not expect to be able to pre-r 
sent to them in a printed form. On the Sabbath, 
he encouraged some of the most judidpus con- 
verts to en^ige in prayi^r, in the presence of their 
brethren, and to address a word of exhortation. 
He adopted this method of preparing them for 
extended usefulness, when they might be called to 
explain the principles of Chiistianity tp those 
who were still strainers to the glad tidings of 
salvation.^ 

He was no less zealous in prosecuting the. work 
of building the town, where the Indians intended 
to settle ; and in a short time ho bad the pleasure 
of seeing it completed. The village consisted of 
" three fair streets ;'' two of which stretched along 
the Boston side of Charles River, and one aloi^ 
the other. The houses, some of which were 
built in the English style, shewed that the work- 
men exercised considerable ingenuity in their 
construction. One of them was large and.qom- 
modious, and its lower room was used as a place 
of worship on the Sabbath, and as a school-house 

rpTc— 8. 
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dttrifig^week; while its upper aportments wero 

used for the accomniodiitimi of Mr £liot> and as 

a wa;n]robe in wbidi the Indians depodted their 

flldbis Imd other artieles which they considered va- 

loahie. The fort was ako at this time finished. 

It was of a cinndar fcHm, tmd palisaded with 

trees ; and covered about a quarter of anacre of 

ground.* 

/^Ihe converted Indians, since the year 1647, 

when the Gtsneral Court of Massadmsetts had 

passed an act, with the view of establishing the 

^ forms, of justice among them, had applied in diffi- 

t cult cases to the comrts of the Ei^lish for ikd 

determination of their civil controvenieB. Many 

mconveniencds, however, were eiperienced in coor 

sequence of the arrangements whidi were made 

on tiiis subject. It was not to be expected that 

> p&nkitA %norant of the Imlian language, as tbe- 

English judges must have been, could manifest 

that patience of investigation which, is necessary 

for the attainment of the great objects of law; 

and that the administration of justice should not be 

frequently defeated through the mistake of inr 

"^erpretttv. Aware of diese evils, an^]|ionvinced 

tluft a pious magistracy would foe a gr^ means 



' Strength out of Weaknesse, p. 17.\ 
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^mfimm^afi Urn profMigalioB of die fgimfA Mr 
IQiol bad no soon^ ^een the pqmpkitioQ of tb^ 
town of Natick, than, with the concurrence ^f 
ii» Qea^ Court, he resolved to eei^ddiah a moie 
iod9|>ea<ient form of gpoyenunent fimong his chil- 
dvpn in the Ivith* / 

Whed^ he contemplated the estabphment of 
C9t3 ordek among the Indians, he wae convinced 
of ike gi^ imp<Nrtance of managffag this uSaar 
in a regvlar^aad decent mannffl*./ When he com- 
ridered that 1^ proceedings vwold in all probabi- 
Hty be imitated by the In^laps in other parts of 
the coimtry, he vaa mope desirons of setting a 
gped exaqiple, whioh s^^t be fpUowed with ad- 
fant^ge. *^ Gseat cae,'* he said, ^' lieth on me to 
set tbem light a^/firsL to lay a aore f omidati<m 
far audi a bm^g as I^or^see will bo fapiU iq>on 
ik<<# It i^mpossihle lightly to i^reciate hia 
CBtttion 0Q this sidiject ; for the evil consequences 
of fu^conduct, in the circnnfiajbances in which he 

[P^a^ed, q^uld not soon be remedied. 
On th0 10th Jupcb 1651, W CfUoPMsd A^ Jn- 
diaas feom all quarters, with the view of carrying 
Us phms into rifhft j ^ m j-fririFg ^ ^pninn that 
the'tnlviceLi^hich , 

utof W( 
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i^)poiiittn^t of TtlerB, w^MkgfAoryoin manklAd in 
every age of the woj^di^Khe strongly recommend- 
ed lliem to^afetlgnd to 1^ eighteenth chapter of 
Exod»<whie h ho oxpoWded ot groat togtfa iy 
Directed iiLniiii iiuiniwi hy their in8tnict<nry they 
choiBe one ruler of a hundred, two rulers of fiffy, 
and t»i rulers of ten, to whom they promised to 
render proper ohedience. Before separating with the 
Indians on this occasion, Mr Eliot proposed that 
the converts should consider the propriety of enter- 
ing into a covenant, in which they should engage to 
serve the Lord during all the days of their lives. 
In his proposal they unanimously acquiesced, and 
likewise agreed with him in thinking, that, hefofe 
they should engage in this sdemn work, a *d8y 

* Mr l^iot, when lie proposed to ntftblish civil or^er 
among the la^dimns, sent a long letter ib one of his fiieiids 
in England, cont^ning a statemen^f his views on this 
advice. Jlis letter ^as published under the title of The 
Christian Cdnimonwe^th ; an^ the principles which it 
advocated were supposed t6 b/hostile to all the establish- 
ed governments in the world. Haring been summoned 
before the General Court fii the Colony of Massachusetts, 
however, he declared th^ English Constitution to l>e « not 
only a lawful but emi^rient form of government,'* and all 
forms of civil government, deduced from Scripture, " to 
be of God, and to be subjected to for conscience sake." 
Eutchimm's Hist, of Mast. p. 211, 212.". 
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ihovld be set import iw fasting and {wayer^ and for 
affording an opportunity to those who had been 
elected rolers, of addressing their subjects on the 
Gtmcems of their immortal soids.^ 

The 24th of September was set apart for carry- 
ing these purposes into ^fect; and the Indians 
met together at an early hour» Cutshamoquinf 
the chief Sachem, who, on account of his official 
situation, ong^t to have addressed his brethren, 
was not suffered to teach by Mr Eliot, who bad 
heard that he had lately used some ** strong water 
at Gorton's plantation — ^though not unto drunken- 
ness." Haying been permitted to pray, however, 
lie confessed his sin, and implored the pardon of 
Gody and the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
When he had sat down, several of the other rulers 
engaged m devotional exercises, and delivered ad- 
dresses from various passages of Scriptme, which 
they had committed to memory. Mr Eliot then 
instructed them in the nature of the duty of fast- 
ing ; and, ^^ by the parable of a nut," as he in- 
formed one of his friends, ** shewed them that 
outward acts are as the shell, which is necessary, 
bat a broken and believing heart is the kernel." 

'^Strength out of Weakneos^^ -^ *9r - >€UiQ|dn, jf» 
ColL of Blaa^lit Soc. vj^l. p. 177. 

-^ K 
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Tlie fbr^^doo^ wte spe^ in Inelfe ^xetciltsi ; iM, 
iiftdv !i. iBhort relftXKtidii, vH^ ittlctfB procHMd^ to 
{ntiy ant) discourse in a simiW mtoa^r dturtng ^ 
afternoon. Whe^ niglit ^piy>atliie!d, Mr ElSdt 
preached fi^om Dent. xldz. 1 — 16, sttid re{yeated 
' tlie ibHotring toventot, ii^to wfiidh htdi ^\et» ifld 
f)ed{i96 iin&mmon6ly litnd "sotemnly tentered : — 

<* We tireihe cM^n^ off AdMn. We, md ciftr 
forefttlbers, faare along ^fime bieen loM hi Otar ilitt, 
Imt noW lilv6 ujfw*^ 6f llhe LkiM fy^inneth to fin 
\te tWit agftfin. Thrt^dre,Th6gracet)f Christ help- 
ing 118, we do ^Te dttrselr^ and otb* 'dbildren tfnto 
God to lie life '^eopte. Re'shul rtde tts in «n onr 
affiftii^ not «tal jr in dtir ^religton, and iuSUrt of *(bb 
cburdh'; (&iilse We d^igire ^ lM>on te We c«i, if 
God Will,) ^t *id8o in all our wdite itefi alMrt m 
dris woi*M, God shkH Ttdfe over Us. file Loird is 
our Jadge, — iihe Loflfdis ottr LtfW-giver, — l!he Lord 
i8 0urKii%^HeWm'^V^1]^ The Widd^ H^hich 
G6d hath tatt^t in his ^book, l!hat ^all guide tB 
and dh-ect Uh in the way. Oh I Jfeho'vldi, lie** 
us wisdom to *fiiid 'out thPy Wisdom ift ifhy Siirijh 
titfes. Left the 'gra<le of X]%ri6t htAp tn, lie^se 
Christ is the wisdom of God. Send thy Spirit 
into o«r hems^ and hitift^wSk w. lAftd take 
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1M to be % peoples «ad lei HA tak^ dioe toi )»e 

The lodjiUM having Uim fyamd % wnl 93$A m- 
Mgions conmimiiyv the H«o. Jehu Evdkofti, go- 
viWiMr of MaaMcbusetls, rest^ed t^ kujoire iuto 
lb«ir aiiiiation and pio^iQcta. Aoeonipwiied hy 
«fmie of hm fiienda, he went to Natid^te inspect 
ibm l«w]|,aAd qhaenre tibor cendw^^^ inet vith 
teveral ef the niliisteES (|p,4het»ccaeibnof^ Tisi^ 
^piK» were eglia%ifit«re8ted with himself in t 
eeiemf tEe work of eyaageUmg the poor heam^ 
He w«4 partiotthwly deU^ted to dbMerre the man- 
inr in wMch the eony^rts condoeted thek spin- 
tmX exemMfi. A aoiddle-ag^ man commenced 
Ihe eerrices by doTontly and reyenratly engagii^ 
in pvay«r> and hy addEeaaiqg l\is brethren, for three 
quarters of an ho«r, from the parables -of the trea- 
swe bid in the field, and ^e j^ m^nehant sell- 
iog att bis possessbns for the peail of gneat price* 
la iSmmniag on these subjects, he, as wdl as his 
anditovs, appeared to he deeply afiected with the 
tro^ which he stated. Mr Endicott conndered 
his gravity and utterance as very commendable, 
andi^quested Mr £^iot to fonush him with the 

/'iBtrcDgUi out of WedcofliBe, pi a ■ 12 . ^^ 
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satet^iice of his ei^ortalioii8# This Indian 
having concluded with prayer in the manner in 
which he hegan, Mr Eliot preached for an hour, 
about coming to Christ and bearing his yoke. 
When he had finished, the schoolmaster read one 
of the psakqs in metre, in the Indian langnage^ 
which was sung with great cheerfulness and me- 
lody. The appearance of every thing which Mr 
Endicott saw at the Indian town, deeply affected 
his mind with gratitude to the giver of every good 
and perfect gift; and he was so highly pleased 
with the scenes which he witnessed, that, though 
Natick was forty miles distant from the place <^ 
his residence, he considered the journey which he 
took thither as the best whidi he had (or many 
years. He said that he ^^ could hardly r^rain 
from tears for very joy, to see the diligent atten- 
tion of the Indians to the word of God."^ 
/^Mr Eliot, having thus settled the matters con- 
' nected with the civil gov^nment of the Indians, 
immediately turned his attention to the formation 
of a Christian church among them. For the ac* 
^ complishment of this object he continued to visit 
\them weekly, — ^to catechize their children, — to 



(C). 
out of Wcaknease, {]i^^l^— .18, 39-r3a. 
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1 (0 tboiQ on some doctrina of ibe Ct^ii^lW 
ii^lb^ — aod to ^nswor siich qii^ctma0 t^y foi^t- 

t^n^pd them, imd likewise on lecture d^yv, be ze- 
f9k^ them to coofiw? tb^ sips, and to declare 
tbeir koQ^led^B of Ctui«t> and their eJ^perience of 
Us grace. H^ wrofe do^^ the " confpss^QniBi'* 
which they made, and innted the ministers to 
fswmMe and hear them read, and to give him 
their adrice regarding the pn^ety of fprming a 
Itfanrch. 

JV|r E^ot ^d his friei^ds haying iq>ent ft day in 
fasting fmd prayer fo^ diyine directiiHiy reso^yed 
to m^ 9^ ^ l^^ October, 1652, which the 
Indians called NatoffUmo^iiBackefuiy or the day 
of a^ung questions, in order to judge of the $t- 
nets oi the CMiverts for Christian communion. 
Whooi they had met, Mr Eliot, and two pf the 
pUfXfesto engaged in prayer, and delivered dis- 
pouraes. The ministers were then requested to 
catechize the Indians about the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity^ ^th the view of being satisfied with the 
extent of their knowledge ; but they expressed a 
deeire to be made acquainted with their Christian 
* ■ I II ■■ 

i<lJ3VHi8l. of New-5pgl»iid,T0i t p. 236, 240. 
/MatJier, b. iib^r-^OJfr^ 
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experience, and hoped at the same time to ascertain 
the extent of their information. The confessions 
which had heen written on former occasions were 
therefore read, and the Indians requested to come 
forward and express the feelings of their souls wi^ 
regard to religion. '^ In doing this they were 
daunted much,** said Mr Eliot, ^* to speak before 
so great and grave an assembly.'^*? 

When a considerable number of the Indians 
had stated their views of divine truth, and the 
feelings of their hearts, it was found that sufficient 
tnne did not remain for hearing the rest who were 
desirous of being admitted to the enjoyment of 
the privileges of a Christian church ; and as there 
were no competent lodgings in which the minis- 
tere, and others who were present, could be a©* 
commodated, and as Natick was distant from the 
settlements of the English, and the nights were at 
this season both cold and long, it was proposed 
that the assembly should be dissolved. As a 
reason for doing this, it was also urged, that as 
Mr Mayhew, and Mr Leverich,f> who were ex- 

3 Teirsdf Repentance; <^, a fuitliei^Narratiye of the 



Frogresse of tt^ Gospel among ihe Indian^ rented by 
Mr Eliot and MKMayhew, two faithful laborers in that 
work of th^ Lord. -^Ixuidflii; 1653, p. 2, 3. 
* The pei^ti^ alluded to in tbi» ^lace is the Rev. 
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pected to Imre been present as witnesses to the 
^elity of Mr Eliot's translations of the confes- 
nons, had not been able to attend, the work could 
not proceed without a direct yiolation of the pre- 
oept, " In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
aiiall every thing be established," which was 
drought to be peculiarly applicable to their cir- 
cumstances. Mr Eliot was therefore requested 
to inform the Indians, << That the magistrates, 
elders, and other Christian people present, did 
much rejoice to hear their confessions, and advised 
them to go on in that good way ; but as for the 
gathering a church among them this day, it could 
not be."^ 



Willii^ Leverich, Who, after his removal tromBAtsan, 
i pastor to an English Church at Saadwi^, in the 
ColonAof Plymoi th. He met with many ^obstacles in 
his laboars among his countrymen ; and he consequently 
resolved \o exten< . his benevolent exertions to the poor 
Indians, wbom h( deeply commis^ated. He was en- 
couraged inNus V ews on this subject by several letters 
addittssed to mm »y Mr Eliot ; Ind having acquured the 
Indian languag^Aie laboured with considerable success 
as an EvangeUstTvAn ejtnctffrom one of his letter^ 
addressed to the flevVJ. Wilson of Boston, which forms 
the only memorial of lus mi^ionary labours which we 
have seen, is in^rted id^th J Appendix (D), '•^Strength 
out of Weaknetie, p. 20. \lmther, b. iii. p. 3. 
k Eliot's Tears of Repd^ce, p. 24, 25. 
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adai^l^M^^^im^ms^^ to th« p(riyU«gf(i of 

^hat;, on ihi9 interesting occa^i^ vMs^e ton^* 
meas w^ not mtmife^tod to the poor IncU^nSy «)io 
had given the most satie&ctory proofo of thoi^ 
acquaintance with the truths ci Christiamty, of 
a change of heart, of their great anxiety to ehew 
forth the dying love of their divine Redoemer, 
and of their readiness to suhmit to Christian djjh 
cipline« Mr Eliot transmitted their confesaionB to 
London for publication,* and recorded his con- 
viction of the Christian character of the indivir 
duals who delivered them. << I see evident de- 
monstrations,'' he observer, <^ that Grod's spirit by 
1m9 w<ud b^ taught th^m, because t^eir expn^ 
moDs, both ia {Hsy^^ and th^ confeasioBa wluob i 
have tiew {mblished, are far more, and mono Mi^ 
and spiritual, and various, than ever I was able to 
express unto them, in that poor broken manner cf 
|;eac^M)g X havfi nsed among them. Their tuniipg 
glfifi^taism into their own experienise, wUch yp? 
nay obsenra in their confessions, doth also de- 
monstrate the teaehmg of God's spuit, whosie iivt 

* The Confessions were published in 1653, under the 
title of *< T9ar8 of Repentance." 
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flpeeial w<Mrk n i^licalion. Their different gifts, 
Kkewise, is a thing obsenrable in their confessions* 
The Lord will make them a pni3ring people ; and 
lilted there is a great spirit of prayer poured out 
npon them, to my wonderment: and yon may 
easily apprehend, that they who ar0 assisted to 
express snch confessions before men, are not with-^ 
out a good measn|:e of enlargement of spirit be- 
fore the Lord.**^ * 

Of the justice of these remarks, the reader may 
fann his own opinion, by referring to the inte- 
resting confes^ons which are inserted in the Ap- 
pendix,* as a testimony to the power of the gos- 
pei, in changing the heart of barbarians, and lead- 
ing them to cherish the most exalted affections. 
In doing this, it will be proper to keep in mind 
the declaration of Mr Eliot, which he subjoined 
to them : ** And because aU witnesses foiled me, 
let me say but this, — ^I began, and have followed 
dds work for the Lord, according to the poor 
measure of grace receiyed, and not for base ends, 
I haye been true and feuthful unto their souls, — 
and m writing and reading their confessions, I 

idr^s to the UemAefT^putt-EMcCs Tears of <(«« 
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IwT? w^ l^w^fm^ or w^^^igljr 9W^ 4«Pii ^«<Mr 

h»i 9VA vorUy pieiiwiaded, w good gfwMflf 4i# I 
hfty^ ^:9;tlier i:endei^ tb^m weaker (fya^ th« 
part) tt^oL they delivered them; paztly b^i 
epi|^« word of weight vs^ some ^w^e^G^ ^i|E% 
by vi^Y short awdropt touches of ^^ft tb^y w^ 
fiil^ly epake, a^id part^ by ve^Mi^ of t^ 4i%?9n^ 
idiibis of their language and our8.''jP^ 

We would najtwilly expect that Mr £1H^ who 
had looked forward, with gii^eat ampaty, to |^ 
time when he should be able toiput the vBUBmmk 
of ChrifiVsi dying love into the handa of l^a ekaH^ 
dren in the faith, fxxvss^ hare felt great ^aecprapa- 
ment from the x^sv^lt of the proceedingi on die 
day of the *' great asseml^y/' I^is fee)i]^[%||oiP- 
ever, appeiff |q have been totally remoyed hvm 
despwdevcy. He exhibitedi mdeed, great leajg^ 
nation to the will of God, and recorded hia seai^ 
lution to paraevere with stedfaatnesa in lua woilu 
" AsTfer, mytelf," he remarked} "Ahe J-ord put it 
into the £iMlLpf th^ elders tc/ apeak Dnte W 
words of comfort, >a4 acceptanide of my poor lar 
bour8,->-expres»ng their lovinsf fear, lest I ahoold 
be discoorag^ by this disappointment. I aball 

— ? — :^ f r—^ 
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lMi mmfr. I TM horA knoWeth tint wkk miich 
felttv ittd tlMJ&, I Wenft ftbout tins work, eva|» unto 
file scMble Vtisioig and vi^kakeoSxig of my^i&tidnl 
meeh^y kxH^iBg tbat ^ investing t|)^6 yonng 
Mibcs in Clii^t, widi the iiigiiedt, 9xA all ^e ex- 
ternal pritiletes of the diurch, the spouse of 
Stsfas Cknst dp. ^utSi, wonkL li^/re drawn on me 
ttntsk more hSaom and care, Jhest they edionld in 
any wise scandUize the sai^; tfoto which I have 
mbW moiB tnne nssigned pke by tiie L<»*d to pre- 
pare them, yea, Wid a.^eater adTttnti^ than I 
had before, bectfom t^ dispensation of &e Lord 
doA give me occas^n to mstmct them of their 
need to be filled ti4th deeper i^prehensio^s of the 
trcdghtimd 8oM>nityic)f l^at great work, though 
it is most tnie/ilKtt thay also come on to it with 
many fears ^d qaesttl^, what they shonld do 
when Ibey wtvld b6 a (dmrdi. When thcsref ore 
I saw lii^^ Lord by '^e \(nmttel tX Ms sorvants, 
(wMdi il an holy, reyeren<iV ordinance of CSirist,) 
and 'by/%i6 providtoce, denyil^ m^ the tieSp of itll 
ini6Tprater^--'-4!iavmg many WitJtifesses how mncn 
care and pifins I knew to be stm^ed herein ; and 
that the %tMAL'itiieIlf "was «xtenW by 1^ Lord's 
graeions enlarging them in th^ir confessldiis, so 
that the day 1«^ tm sifflcl^ko accomfpUsh it ; 
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I say, Wh^ I saw the Lovd i^Maldiul; that diktocjr 
word, I o^nnot express what a loadAt took off my 
heart, ana I did gladly follow thef Lord therein ; 
yea, and PJbless the Lord for thatf day, that it was 
carried so W as it was, for^e cause of ChriH 
hath many w^vs gained hy ity^-piany hundreds of 
the precious faints being mnih comforted and 
confirmed in th^ hopes of wis work of Christ 
among them, and^ their faithr and prayers much 
quickened by whati they he^^d and saw." ^ 

The last circumstance wmch Mr Eliot mentions 
in this quotation cannot Avell be accounted for, 
when we take into c«nsiJeration the fact, that the 
members of the New^ngland Churches virtually 
refused to acknowledgVthe converted Indians as 
part of the body of Onr^ by extending to them 
the hand of Christian 'fellowship. But while 
nothing is more surprising in the history of his 
mission, than the extreme caution of these pious 
individuals, we /must admit that they acted 
from purity of /motive, and that they greatly re- 
joiced in the nrogress of the Redeemer's kingdona 
among the he&then. Qe Ma oitbigpc, Dr Increase 
Mather, whose sentim^jts-r^pecting the Indians 
were generally j»Btertained by the ministers ia 

V^iot's Tean of Bqpentance, p. 25, 20. 

V ^ ." : i t, ^ -^-.^^ / 
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ike country, expfessed himself in the terms^ of 
1^1 approbation. << There is so much of God's 
winrk among them/' said he, '^ as that I cannot but 
account it a great evil, yea, a great injmy to God 
and his goodness, for any to make light of it. To 
see and hear Indians opening their mouths, and 
hfUng up their hands and eyes to heaven in prayer 
to the living God, calling on him by his name Je- 
hoicah, in the mediation of Jesus Christ, and this 
for a good while together ; to see and hear them 
exhorting one another from the word of God ; to 
see and hear them confessing the name of Christ 
and their own sinfulness, — sure this is more than 
asoal ! and though they spoke in a language of 
which many of us understood bpt little, yet we 
that were present that day, saw and heard them 
perform the duties mentioned, with such grave 
and sober coimtenances, wiih such comely reve- 
rence in their gesture, and their whole carriage, 
and with such plenty of tears trickling down the 
dieeks of some of them, as did argue to us, thajb 
they spdce with the holy fear of God, and it much 
moved our hearts." <* 

These effects of the gospel on the mmds of the 
Indians, as described by Dr^Mather, bear a power- 

P Mather, b. iii. p. 198. 
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fnl t^tuhdiy tb thie gnxce t)f OvmI ; htit they Vvfll 
appiear in ft 6^ more stiiking point of view, wlien 
^e consider that iStke woik of conversion was not 
conWd to the adcdts. The Spirit of God eviw 
dently wnmght a saving change on several X 
theh* children. Two of these, below three yetatn 
of age^ who died a diort time before the assemMy, 
toeth to have enjoyed much comfbrt in their ffl- 
ness. The fbllowing accontit of their last liib* 
ments is given byMrEHot: — ^ The first of llhen 
dhiidren, in the extremities of its torments, Hy 
crying to God in these words, * God and Jesus 
Christ, God and Jc»(is Christ trelp me ;' and when 
they gave it any lltmg to eat, it would greedSy 
tti&e it, (as is nsttal let the approlifch of death,) Mt 
&st it wotdd cry to God, ' O God and Jesus 
Cittyt bless it' In this monnier it lay calling ote 
God and Jesns Chtist until it died. — -Hmee or 
fonr days after, anolher child, in the same hotise, 
called to its fktber, and said, ' Bither, I am gditg 
to God ;* several titties repeatbg, < I am goSng td 
God/ The mother had made for the child a little 
basket, a little spoon, and a little t^y. T^^»6 
things &e child was wont to be greatly delighted 
wfthal ; therefbre/itt-l^'«tti»Biity ofits J» rtnoirt g| 
they set those tbings before it, a ITttle to ^vert the 
mind, and cheer the spirit: but now Uie diild 
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1#1 lei^Te «oqr baat^ bejpin^jime^ for I am going to 
Qodi I vnil loave my spoon and Uay beUi;^ m^ 
(jputtuiig ib/^ai away)foir I omgomgtQi Go^:' aodi 
fdth this Iqnd of esfM^wionsK ibid ipime mgh^ 
fUAished it« €ows(B wd died«"^ 

Wliil^ the confessioas of the Indiaos were m a 
oomae of circulation i^pong the New-England 
^fa^ipcl^^ Mr £liot continned to prosecute Ua l%t 
ImWEf with uawearied «9al- He tool^ Mone^ue^r 
fWV ^ ing^ouB youth, ipto his houae> and hav- 
ipg ta;qght him te^ r?ad and write, made him 
9chooli]^»8ter at Natick* He oirdered the cat^ 
cfaism which he had composed i^ the Indian lai^ 
gnag^ to be printed in 16^3, and plac^ son^ oi 
^ most promising children with English school- 
masters, to leaoii the English, I^atin, and Greek 

, I^ 16^4> he piocured from the Qeaeral Court of 
^a^BachusettSy several parcels of land for the usib^ , 
oi such of the Indians as might afford WCJIUl^ . 
hope of embracing the Chrislian rehgion^^the 

4 Eliot's 'teean of Repentapc^ p. 45—47* 

> GookinXp. 179. N^d!^ Hist of Nsw-England, 

ToL i. p. S39S. ThoiM^oL i. p. S54« HutcUnsoib 

p.47«. ^-^^ 
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/ year foUowing haying applied to the same body 
for asristance in his woik of dTilidng them, he 
obtained the following deliverance: ^' Wheraes 
one end in planting these parts was to propagate 
the true religion unto the Indians ; and that diyera 
of them are become subject to the Ei^ilish, and 
have engaged themselyes to be wOling and ready 
to understand the law of God : It is therefore 
ordered, that sach necessary and wholesome lacwa 
which are in force, and made from time to time^ 
to reduce them to civility of life, shall be once s 
year, if the times be safe, made known to them, 
by such fit persoufy a^^e General Court i^l ap- 
point : and for the better ordering and governing 
the Indians subject to us, especially those of Nap 
tick, Punkapog, &c that whosoever the court 
shall appoint, do take care that all sudi Indians 
do live according to our laws, as fiar as they anr 
capable ; and to that end shall be authorized to 
constitute and appoint Indian commisdoners in 
their several plantations, to hear and determine all 
such matters that do arise among themselves, as ono 
magistrate may do amongst the Englidi, with offi- 
cers to execute all commands and wairants, as mar- 
shal and constables. And further, they jointly shall 
have the power of a county court, to hear and de- 
termine all causes arising among4hem; the English 
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TOgintn le appointing time f#d plucf of the OQart,\ 
W^ ^o^senting to the d^Mrwwtion of «uch judg- \ 
vieiit. Aivl all ofher n^attera heywd th^ir cog- ; 
^I^^BDce aball ^ iawte^ aad dateromed by tb^ 
court of aaaiata&ta*'^^ 

The court fqi^nted Mijor Daniel Goolpn, a 
p^fsoo pf diadnguished piety and prudence, a« 
|)mi pfindpal mler of the Fl^yiBg Indiana. Thia 
gai^leiaan on entering on hia office, commanded 
fhaij agreted)ly to a propoaal of Mr Eliot^ to pay 
titbea of their increaaex in order to support the 
fidioola et which their children were receiving in- 
Ht^m^t^HV ^d to afford encouragement to their 
pieacbeia* He dia^^auged the du^ connected 
yo^ hia ai^iifpatiop ndth graftt tendemeaa and pm- 
dance ; and hia laborious services,. which were of 
the most disinterested nature, proved h^ily useful 
t^ Air £Upit] who ccm^curred with him in most of 
^ plij^a :vriucb k» adopted* *^ 



• HoBn^' American Annals, ye h ii p i 8 08 . Gopki^> 
m CoU. of Mass. Hist. Soc. T tl. i . p . 177| 170,828j8e» 
Kd Grpo)u% ^o, in 1644^ from fove to the puiEe 
lof Christ, rexQOVied mtl^ his |aioi^ from the 
(ountv <# l?«5t to Awfripa, wf9 the i^u^or pf the Hi»- 
|iyric4 CoUe^$bp<ampng the Ipdians in New-Eng- 
land, to which we f^Hnd^bted for several of the facts 
which we have recorded^ "Ha, was highly respected by 
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Though Mr Eliot at this time stood high, as dor-* 
ing the wbole\)eriod of his life, in the favour of the 
government orthe colony ; and though in the re- 
gulation of the praying towns, he had an able co- 
adjutor in the pebon of Major Gookins, it ap- 
pears that the Inoians were much molested in 
their interesting proceedings. With the causes ei 
this fact, which was mnch to be lamented, we are 
entirely unacquainted A but it appears from the 
following letter, addressed to his << much honoured 
and respected friend, Maor Atherton,* at his 
house in Dorchester," thatMike a true friend ei 
the distressed, he was detenbined not to forsake 
the Indians in the bom* of their calamity, but to 
use all prudent measures for tn^ir safety and im- 
provement. 

^ '< Though our poor Indians are much molested 
in most places in their proceedings, m way of d- 




most of his cotemporaries, and exceedingly Und to the 
Indians. Sometime before his death he was appointed 
Major- General of the Colony off Massadmsetts. CblL 
of Mass. Hist, 8oe, p. 228, 229. [ 

* Major Atherton was appoii|ted Governor ^f the 
praying Indians^ during Miyor ! Gookin's absen^^ in 
England. He continued in oflice for three yeai^— 
Gookin, in CoU, qf Mass* Hist, sic, vol. I p, 177* ^ . 
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viHty, yet the Lord faath/pnt it into your hearts 
to suffer us to proceed ^etly at Punkipog, for 
'vrbich I bless God, and/am thankful to yourself 
and all the good peopl^ at Dorchester. And now 
that our proceedings ii^y be the more comfortable 
and peaceable, my reojnest is that you would please 
'to forther these two notions : — ^First, that you 
urould please to DQaMe an order in your town, certify 
and record it in yeur town records, that you ap- 
prove and allow Abe Indians in Ponkipog, there 
to sit down and make a town, and to enjoy such 
accommodations as may be competent to main- 
tain God's ordinances among them another day. 
My second reojuest is that you would appoint fitting 
men, who m^, in a fit season, bound and lay out 
the same> ai^ record that also ; and thus com- 
mending yop to the Lord, I rest, — Yours to serve 
in service ij^ Jesus Christ, 

; ^ John Eliot." • 

The T/esult of this application was favourable to 
Mr Eli^i's views, as appears from the following 
extract^ from the records of the town of Dorches- 
ter : ^ Whereas there was a plantation given by 
the town of Dorchester unto the Indians at 
Pn^pog) it was voted at a general town meeting, 
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shall not ijyi«n«tA or fell >ltkek |daola|ipi|, or my 
p«rt thereof^ wxto Wy.£iigiyi» 190« tho llP» «F 
forfeiture of the pJMitfttioii. 

^ The same 4«y i^^ T^ifct^ th«t tbo h<^^ 
Major Athert6i\, liaOL Clifb Ewga Foster, «9d 
William Somnexy »ie aenred and empoww^ tv 
lay ovt,^ Indm pluntA^cw nt PuakiiM^ a«toii^ 
ceedkig six thowand acr^ of badt"^ 

The towQ at Pimkipog hainoig bei^ tli|« fo99id- 
edy the Indiana «t this idaoe,aa,wc4lM»i^lfco^^b^ 
INraying towQs, utterly ahwdcwd polygvwiysi wad 
made atrict laws agaiiiat fon4cftti9m dmskeimaa^ 
sabhath-hreakingy and otW imworaliti^^ 

On the 154h Noyewb^r, 1658, the India<^ kepi 
« day of fastipg and hmoUiatio^ on aqco^nt sf 
sevoire damages wfaioh th^y hiMl rece^Fod from «i» 
cessive rains. At the mootQigs hekl on tibis o^ 
casion, sey^ of them deliyered 6zhortatioii% 
which were published in London m the foHmdng 
year. We shall insert^^i^ of them in this places 
becansoy as mentioned by Dr Matb^, day eon- 

S^^ much of Eli^t,*' and foradan important ta»- 
ay to the prepamtion which they had made 

^^^-ea^HMm. Ilat.1l0f»^PO1.4lp,O. 
" Mather, b. iii. p* 193. 



d by Google 



JOHK £LIOT. 141 

§ot thefdMinalion of a Christian church, — an erent 
to which, wHh the greatest anxiety, they had now 
looked forward for several years. 

I^JBxhariaiianrfWaban,JnmMattix.l%lS. 

** When Jems heard that, be said. They that be whole 
need not a p^sician,, but they that are sick. But go 
ye and leam, what that meanetb, I will bare mercy 
and not sacrifice; for I came not to call the ri^iteous, 
but sinners to repentance. 

^ I am a poor weak man, and know hut little, 
and therefore I shall say but little. 

^ These words are a umilitude, that as some be 
sick, and some weU ; and we see in experience, 
that when we be sick we need a physician, and 
go to him^ and make use of his physic ; hut they 
that he well do not so ; they need it not, and care 
not for it. . ,3o it is with sonl-sidmess, — and we 
are all sic|: of thi^ sickness in our souls, but we 
know it not. We have many at this time sick in 
body, for which cause we do fast and pray this 
day, and cry to God, — ^but more are sick in their 
Bcnia, We have a great many diseases and sick- 
nesses in our souls, as idleness, neglect of the 
Sabbath, passion, &c Therefore what should we 
do this day, bril^^o to Christ, the physician, for 
Cbiist is the physician of souls ; he healed men's 
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boAtfi^ btti be ctt hetL majbk aha; b» » a 
pli^ician^ therefore let att •iimei» |^ to 1 
therefore this daj knov what neod/vmbctia of 
Christ, and let us go to Christ, to heal ns of Ofar 
flinfl^ and he can heal vs botfi soid and body. 
Again, wb«t ia that lama wUdb CUn moM 
hiina «s kara, << that be came aol to call the righ- 
teous, but smners to repentance ?* ^?hat f d»th 
not God love them that be righteous ? Doth be 
not call them to him ? Doth not God love rigb- 
teonsness ? Is not God rigbteons ? AnsuK The 
righteous here are not meant those that are tnaij 
righteous, but those that are hypocrites, — ^that 
seem righteous and are net, — that think them- 
selves righteous but are not so indeed : such Grod 
calleth not, neither doth be care for tbem. Bat 
such as see their sins, and are sick of mn, ibem 
Christ calleth to repentance and to beliere m 
Christ : therefore let us see our need of Christ to 
heal all our diseases of soul and body.*** 



* Wftbaii, it will U rvoQlWctf^, wt» the t|Bt camoit 
under Mr Eliot's mioutry among tlte Ii^diaps. His i^irn^ 
speech will be found in the Appendix tfT), -- ''~^ y 
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^f%e ExAortiiHdn of Ntghokou, Jhm ti^esisy 
^ viiL20, 21. 

<« An<di N<tah lautt sn Altar to Jefap?ftb» Imd he took of 
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
burnt-offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelt a 
sweet savour^ and &e Lord said in lus hearl^ I wiU not 
fl^ain tiuMe the ground/* &c. 

** A Uttle I duJl wy, accordmg to that litde I 
know. 

** la that Noah 8flK»ifioe<l, he i^ewed himself 
thaAkfdl; in that Noah worshipped, he shewed 
himself godly. In that he offered clean beasts, 
he shewed diat God is ain holy God ; and all that 
come to God must be pm-e and clean. Know 
that we must by reyentaace pui^^e ouraelves, 
wbidi is the work we ire to do this day. Noah 
sacrificedi and so worshiped. This was the 
maioier of eld time. But what sacrifices have we 
now to oSec ? I shaU answer by that in Psalm 
nr. 5. ^ Offer to God the sacrifice of righteous- 
ness, and put your trast in the Loard." These are 
tjk^. tn^ ]^iritaal sacrificefi whidi God requires at 
ov haiid% die sacr^oes «f rigbteousDes^ ; that 
is, we must look to our hearts and ways that they 
be i^hteouB, asd then we shall be acceptidble to 
God when we worship him; hat if we be onrigh- 
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teous, nnboly, ungodly, we shall not be aceepted» 
our sacrifices will be stark naugbt. 

<< Again, we are to put our trust in the Lord. 
Who else is there for us to trust in ? We must 
believe in the word of God ; if we doubt of God, 
or doubt of his word, our sacrifices are but little 
worth ; but if we trust stedfastly in God, our sac- 
rifices will be good. 

<' Once more, What sacrifices must we offer ? 
My answer is, we must ofier such as Abraham 
ofiered; and what a sacrifice was that, we are 
told. Gen. xxii. 12. " Now I know that thou 
fearest me, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thy only son from me.'' It seems he had but one 
dearly beloved son, and he ofiered that son to 
God, and so God said, * I know thou fearest me ;' 
behold a sacrifice in deed and truth ! Such an 
one must we ofier, only God requires not us to 
offer our sons, but our sins, our dearest sins. God 
calls us this day to part with all our sins, though 
never so beloved, and we must not withhold any 
of them fix>m him ; if we will not part with ttU, 
the sacrifice is not right Let us part with such 
sins as we love best, and it wiH be a good sacri- 
fice. 

^* God smelt a sweet savour in Noah's sacrifice, 
and so will God receive our sacrifices, when we 
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Worship him aright. But how did God manifest 
his acceptance of Noah's offering, — ^it was hy pro- 
mising to drown the world no more, hut to give us 
fruitful seasons. God has chastised us of late, as 
if he would utterly drown us, — and he has drown- 
ed, and spoiled, and ruined a great deal of our 
hay, and threatens to kill our cattle. Tis for this 
that we fast and pray this day ; let us then offer a 
dean and pure sacrifice as Noah did, so God will 
smell a savour of rest, and he will withhold the 
rain, and hless us with such fruitful seasons as we 
are desiring of him."*^ 

In the year 1660, Mr Eliot, with the appro- 
bation of the New-England mimsters, had the 
happiness of seeing a church formed at Natick. 
The individuals who composed it, having ^ven 
tjiemselves first to the Lord, and then to one an- 
other, in a holy covenant, were baptized, and ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper. Of their number we 
have seen no account.^ 

'^-^fMt'TRist. of Ne^ 
^ feookin, m Coll. of 
MatMr, b. iii. p. ll 
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^newal of the €ln|rter of Ae Onrporslson for SNropft* 
gatiBg Hie OMpe^SUot publMttt Ins TkittslatiDn of 
the Hew Tcstune^t into tiie Du&b Language — ^£k- 
tiact from tbe dedintioa, referring to t^e educatifin of 
the Indian youth— further remarka^n thii subject- 
Eliot publishes his "Aanslation oC^the Old Testament 
— Congratulaliory rei^arks on Jidis subject, addressed 
to Charles the SecondXby tb^^ Commissioners of the 
United Colonies — EliotVi^i^alifications as a Translator 
of the Scriptures^He yHtes to the Rev. Richard 
Baxter about translatlonAif useful books into the In- 
dian Language — Pub^atlon of an Indian Tersion of 
the book of Psalms ih metre, of Batter's Call to the 
Unconverted, and o^ the IVactice of Hety. 

TiiE Indum G3im^ bad noftbeen longf ertned at Na- 
tick, when sevc^ obstacles opposed the coBtiiia- 
ance of thatlibolrality in Engftnd, by which the work 
of evangelizini^ the heathen ii North America was 
principally s/pperted. On the ^restoration of Charles 
the Second it was found that ttee GaqMinOMMi to 
Propagatint the Gospel in NeW-England, whicb, 
with the money raised in the ^me of Cromwell, 

vGoogle 



IJOHVBLIOT. / 19 

kmi jpoiditsod Vfkd la tbe unoweit of li^wetti fire 
and six hmidied kMmds urjen^ y^imA m poia^ 

oftcar ilk die kb^ s anvf^ took.4d?iiBt9ge of iUs 

cbcaiBBtaiiee, aadlie-pofifieii^ UwaeU^f anost^to 

wortli £322 a-y««^, which he had iald to the eor- 

poration. RefiuuW to de^ver up what he had so 

unjustly taiSfgsk poneesio^ of, he waa of^Kwed hy 

Mr Henry Aahniatt the treasnm of Ae corpoiar 

tiiM^ Mr Bichard paxter, and the Hon. Roheit 

Boyle^ xfhoi used ihtir infloanice with Laid Chfto- 

eeUor Ckrandf n, td^ prevent hn grow injnflticeu 

In conaequence of their endeaYOurB, a decree was 

obtained from the covrt of Chuieery, on hehalf of 

the Bodety ; to whiei the property was restoredb 

and a new cbaKer grafted by^ n^esty> hearing 

date the 7th rebruaryi 16^1, in which it was de- ^' 

Glared, that « there be, and for ever hereafter shall 

be, a society) or company, for propagation of the 

goe^l in New-£nglandAand the parts adjacent in 

America" Of this corAoration Mr Ashurst was 

a|ifKiin|ed treasnrer, andlMr Eyoyle* president.'^ 



• Mr Boyle was a great friend to the work of the 
«gi|reE«iga of the Kndiappk He amtributed comidtrahle 
wm» for its adyaiieeoient»-*aiU he ^charged the d^tita 
connected with hU c^ce aa PiWdent of the qorpoiatiwi 
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The rest of the membei^ were higlily respectable 
for their rank, learmng, fbd,.pKty ; and they con- 
tmaed to manage its a^ms widi such pmdeiic^ 
that, with the mjpi^ annually collected by the 
churches in^mon, it wai^ found suffident to 
snpp^H^le different minister^ and schoolmasters 
wfa^evoted their attention to ^he Indians, i^ 

In September, 1661, Mr Eliot had the pleasure 
of seeing an edition of the New Testam^it, with 
marginal references, completed at press. It cmi* 
sisted of fifteen hundred copies, and was printed 
at the expence of the society for ]^ropagating the 
gospel in New-England. The commissioners of 
the united colonies, whfi, nt thi s tinrw^ appeal not 
tff hnrr brt^n nwam-irf thfl""{i;lrtiTlT of a new chajrt^r 
to the c o rp o r a tion f with the view of interesting 

L 

with great zeaT^d ability, till the year 1689, when, on 
account of his indisposition, he was compelled to tender 
bis resignation, lift Eliot was deeply sensible of his 
obligations to this illi»brious and pious indivMual. In 
some of his letters we ^nd him addressing him in the 
most grateful and affectiooate manner.*— ^iR^'^'^i' ^ 
Birch** Life ofBwfle / Goold^kt in CoU, of Man, JBiH. Soc. 
▼oL i. p. 214. 

• QfitteQ Narrative of his Lj&^d Times, p. 290. 
Neal's Hist. >C..New-En£Mdrv^N^ p. 280, 261. 
Boyle*t Wofk^ Tol. i, p. Uviii. liiz. civ. '**---_ 
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Ub fliifefty m the wodk ef pnfN^galii^ the goqiel 
m Noith A]fterioa» imerted a dadtearion ti him 
in the eopiM of the traadation wMdi thuy ant to 
Engknd.* n«rWki(aiBgjp»'<<r^ 

* The following i^ «a extract fr^m the letter sent 
to England with the copies transmitted to the corpora- 
tion. " Wee have heerwith sent you twenty peeces of 
the New Testament which wee desire may be thus dis- 
posed, vis : that two of the specnll being uery wcM bocad 
^the eoBiaay be pnstnted to his Mi^^"^ » ^ ^>^ 
pleooi the other ,|o the Lord Chfnceltor ; 9pd that &ye 
more ma^ he presented to Doctor Reynolds Mr Carrill 
Mr Baxter and the two vicechancellors of the Vniuerai- 
ties whoe we vnderstand have greatly Incurraged the 
worke ; the rest to be disposed of as you shall see cause.** 
fTkamoB* BuL of IMnHng in jtmerwh toL i p. 41hJ 
One 9i tfasse coi«9a o^ Ae tnuMliiilte <ct tbf ^e^ Ta^ 
tgjBoent, bekoi^iiig to the Glasgow CoMeg9 Library, is at 
present before us. The foUovipg is tlw gle, " Wijsku 
Wuttestamentum Nul-Lordumun J^us Christ Kuppo- 
q^ohwussuaeneumun.'* As a spe^imen'Of the work we 
here subjoin the Lord^s prayer. ** Nooshnn kesukqu^ 
quttianatamunach koowMUOiik. BeyawnoeiHoh kuk^ 
helmMmBBt9wk 90 ea. qncb ohkeit neaae )L«»^l|qut. 
NnTOnagrsnongash aaeken^k^kisll aiwimM«np<n jeujm 
kefukod. Kah ahqnontamaiinnean nummatcheseongash, 
neane matchenehukqueagig nuti^iquontanounnonog* 
Ahque sagkompagunaiiean en qutchhuaoonganit, webe 
poUqumnisaUiean watch rastchitat NvwutfdM kutak- 
taaa kta— tnmonk; kah mnuUkefttoak, kab sohtuot* 
oonk micheme. Amen. 
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refers t© the progress of Mr Eliot's /labours. 
*^ The odher end ei our errand failh^, |he prq»- 
galion of vthe gospel, hath been attended whh 
endeavonrsX and blessing; many of the wild In- 
dians being i^nght, and understanding the doctrine 
of the Christkn reli^on, and witl^nch a£Fection 
attending such |)reachers as are sQ^t to teach them ; 
many of their cmldren are insti^icted to write and 
read, and some of them ha^ proceeded fmlher 
to attain the knowledge o^the Latin and Grade 



tongues, and are b^ 
youth in imiversity le 
them that can, and < 
Scripture, and some 
have been trans 
which hath occasii 



up with our English 

. There are diyers of 

read, some parts of the 

^hisms, which, formerly 

their own language, 

,^ the ^dertaking of a greater 

work, viz. the^j^iinting of t% whole Bible, whidi 
(being tran^fej^ by a paidU labourer amongst 
them, YrhQfim& desirous to se^ the work accom- 
plishe^^his days) hath ah*ea<^y proceeded to the 
of the New Testament." 
The measures pursued for the instructiin of 
the Indian youth, ^ wLliJA MHialuu lamafl^ b y 
t hfi f . nnimiggi o noifi^ ^apgear to have been of the 
most praise^worthy nature. A shmi lImo-4ito 
tbe^-fe wtwtinn - i^L thl^tJog ety for tto p g ^ wytien 
-^^^ th e g s cp e t ia ^^gw-Englind, ^^considerable 
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munber of schools were greeted, whkh w^e well 
attended. Several of the more promising schdars 
lor piety and talent were placed under a course of 
instruction, preparatory to their appointment as 
{Hreachers to their countrymen. Considerable 
sums were expended in their board and education, 
but the object in view in the attention which 
was shewn to them was imperfectly attained. A 
few of them, it is true, who had acquired a respect- 
aUe knowledge of Englieii, Greek, and Latin, and 
of olber branches of knowledge, were eyentually 
employed with adrantage as schoohnaaters and 
teachers. ^TWpat of thorn djgd, however, when ihey 
onsiderable p|i;M>fici^DC^iD4heir studies ; 
and some of them abamdonedXtheiry^^^^^ when 
they were prepared .to enter colj 
cnmstuices proved'yery discourajg^l^ to t&e godly « 
people in New-England. Some ^re sq far af- 
fected by ihem^ as to conceive that they were 
manifest tokens of the divine disapm-o|>ation of 
the labours of Mr Eliot and Ae other mngelists; 
others l^wever, whose feilth in the^mvine pro- 
mises was, more vigorouii, considered Vhem as 
trials sent by the King of the church, t<^ which 
they ought to submit without reluctance; The 
plan of. educating ihe f youth was therefore 
vered in ; and in ord^ to render it more pe^ect^ 
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a snbfitmilaal builcyagof l^k, wl (icbeost 1 
tlii«e and fe«ir4ni|LdMid uiiiBdB, t« R8 eroeted Ib coi- 
nectkm with Harrar^oUege ii Cambiidge. it 
was large enoiigli tar aoconraiodi te fibont tvmit^ 
sdiekn ; but on aeoonnt of t^ deaA and Mkem 
of tboBo P^ en|»red il^^t was prsae^MUf oomh 
]»ed by EngluA studentS) and hi a pnntOBg-pntt 
beloBgmg toM;be corporation for propagsting ike 
gospel.* 

Mr EHot, bairn^ coiBpkted Uie tmadatioA cf 
the New Testament, lost no tiaae in proceeding 
with ^e Old ; aad, before tbe end of 1663^ ibe 
whole Scrqi^tyretf were prh^cd in the Luiyan 
language^ The commissioners of the imitei o»- 
kM^es bdieki with joy tke completion ei ikm 



• OnlAon® of *e Indians, Caleb >ClMeschaumuky 
appears tc^ave obtained his degree ^t Harvard Col- 
lege. Anofl^r of them, however, ^ the tt>nclu8ion oP 
two Latin an<L Ofeek Regies, wliic^ hs qo^posed oa iIm 
death of tha Rlrereod ThonM Tfaacher, sabsoribM Umr 
self Eleasor SiViOft SavwfiTA.r-Mather, b, iv. |^ 197^ 
b. iii. p, 163* \ 

i> Gookin's His& Coll. in Coll. of Mass. Hist Soc^ 
p. 172, 174, 176, 17^. Hi^ory of Prfntiiig in AmeHca, 
by Isaiah Thottias, p^. 9|K 941. 

f « The whoktranalaioii he wfote with but ofM/wis." 
Mathm\b. iii. p. 197. 
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w^wk^ aad wtte Abold/' m use iheii uwu Ian - - 
( n unfl? , " tft prtg i ^ S aftTn U khk n O ^ m ^ " « Pab* 
lioations also of these sacred writmgs to the 8<ms 
of men,'' they remarked, <'.(2^oJiere,'ftint''^dMi:» 
W i lyj havn th e iriysliwi e s uf thoir otc iiair5JiBtioii 
EQR»ted.tiS^..t;hfiiUL by the jQod^ ]iea¥«n,)'is a 
work that the greatest princes hare honoured 
themselyes by. But to publish and communicate 
the same to a lost people, as remote from know- 
ledge and ciyility, mnch more from Christianity, 
as they were from all knowing, civil, and Chris- 
tiaa nationjk^ people without* law, withont riches, 
or means to]^rDcnv».jajQ^^uch thmg; a people 
that sat as deep in darkaf£s^lQid-4iL^eBhadow of 
death, as, we think^any since the crea80B4)^is 
puts a lustre on it that is superlative. The 
southern colonies of the Spanish nation haye sent 
home from this American continent much gold and 
silver, as the fruit and end of their discoveries and 
transplantations; — ^that, we confess, is a scarce 
commodity in this colder climate. But, suitable 
to the ends of our undertaking, we present this, 
and other concomitant fruits of our poor endea- 
vours to plant and propagate the gospel here, which, 
upon a true account, is as much better than gold, 
as ihe souls of men are i^ore worth than the 
whole world. This is a nobler fruit, and, indeed; in 
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^ coonsets of all dbponng proiridenoe, was wm 
Ms^er intended end, of Cdnmbns has adrentme. 
y^d' tBougk, by hk biotiiei^s being biadered from 
/ a season^le application, your Imomus predecessor 
and ancestor, King Hemry the Se^endi, nossed 9§ 
being sole owner of tbat discovery, and of liie 
ricbes tbere<^; yet, tf the bon<»ur of first 4m* 
coYenng ihe time and saving knowledge oi the 
gospel unto the poor Amerieaos, and of ereetii^ 
the kingdom of Jesus Ckrist as^ong them, be n^ 
served for, and do redound «ito your nu^esty and 
the English nation, sJber ages wi^ not reckon tlua 
iDE£m(»r to dto other. Religion is liie end and 
glory of mankind.'' 

Ibese remarks of the commissioners may be 
thought by many in the pes^it day, when trans- 
lations of the Scriptures into the languages of 
heatb^i na(tions are not unfrequently executed, 
to be too much g( a oon^ratuktory nature ; but h 
must be remembered, that Mr Eliot was among 
the first of uninspired men, who ei^rtained the 
sublime idea of unfolding the whole of Grod's reve- 
lation before the eyes of pck>r heathen, and wiio 
actually accomplished such a w<»k, in dremom 
stances which demanded of him the gveatcst ki« 
hour, and wfaidi, wH)i thousands even of ardent 
and ^lightened Christians, would have proved ^ 
sufficieut excuse for treating it with neglect. 
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A& Eliot's 
Bible were of a v j 
SDwid and ^digfal 
flfmyBedgatioDy-— « 
an extensive critic 



10110 m a traofelator of the 
Ingfa order, /jrossessed of a 
led judgnden^^^-great patience 
rrect philologieal taste, — and 
knowle^Ko of the Hebrew, 



Greek, and Indian Is 
sacred regard to dt^ 
hnmUe dependanee o\ 
mamBBtij fitted to 
books to wMdi ke 
ealy renmk on the 



entertaining a most 
and exercisiiig an 
diinne blessing, he was 
a fiutfalnl version of the 
»ted his attention. The 
:^tion of his work which 



we are able to itta|te, is, that, fearful lest the In- 

&na might assortdate ei^iieoas and dangerous 

idesB^with the Mines of ^ebr heathen deities, he 

ased the wodAb, JeboTah,\Lord, God, Christ, — 

whidi, thoopi aot intelUgibie by them withont 

a particuku/eKplaaation, weiuid soon be viewed as 

eKcksivel^ ezpoesstve of thepidy living and tnie 

Grod, and the Savuno: revealed in the Scriptures. 

^ this, he certaii^jrtM^d. more agreeably 

' ^ites of Cfa^tian p^cRmoe, llian some 

ionaries^'^who are reprmnted as hav- 

mm overlodlud ^e object of his Christian jea- 

knuy, diough^diMlff eircomstanoes evicMintly shew-» 

id that it meritifd their pecoliar attention. 

f^ t » i|e lost no time, afiter the publication of the 

tnuulatioii tif ijbe BiUe, in toraing his attentran 
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to other means for the extension of his usefbkieser 
among the Indians. A \^gllCiu^ifttentiQns we are 
made acquainted hy the follgnrag letter, addressed 
to his very dear friend/uid correspondent, die 
Rev. Richard Baxtery 



" Reverend and mich esteemed in the JUrd, 

<< However l^k the dond is^ and big the 
storm, yet by £1 diis the work and design of 
Jesus Christ ^th on, and prospereth, and in 
these c]onds CIrist is coming to set up his king- 
dom. Yea, ispe not come in power and great 
glory ? and if Christ hath so much glory in the 
slaughter of hiA witnesses, what will his gk)jy be 
in their resurrem;ion ! Your constancy, who are 
in the heat of 1 be storm, and numbers, minis|^ 
matter of humb! ing and quickening to us who are 
at a distance, ai d ready to totter and com]dy at 
the noise of a >robable approach of our tempte- 
tion. We are n }t without our snares, but hitber- 
unto the Lord's bwn arm hath brought salvatioB. 
Our tents are al JEbenezer. However the trials 
and troubles be, ^e must take care of the present 
work, and not ceiise and tarry for a cahn time to 
work in. And tpis principle doth give me occa- 
sion to take th^ boldness to troid>le you with 
these Imes at present. My work about the Indian 
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BiUe being) by the good hand of the Lord> ^£ough 
not without difficulties, finished, I am m^clitating 
what to .do next for these sons of this/Our mom- 
ii^ : they having no books for their pnvate use of 
ministerial composing* For their ikelp, — ^though 
the word of God be the best of books, yet human 
infirmity is, you know, not aylittle helped by 
reading the holy labours of thentuinisters of Jesus 
Christ; I have therefore purposed in my heart, 
seeing the Lord is yet pl«nsed to prolong my 
(£fe,) to translate for themii little book of yours, 
entitled, A CM to the Uifeonverted* The keen- 
ness of the edge, and fiVelinesa of the spirit of 
that book, through the bussing, of God, may be of 
great use uUto thenk But seeing you are yet in 
ihe land of the Hyingjitnd the good Lord prolong 
your days, I would ndt presume to do such a thing, 
without making mention thereof unto yourself, 
ikat so I might havji the help and blessing of your 
counsel and prayeofe. I believe it will not be un* 
acceptable to you/ that th^ call of Christ, by your 
holy labours, shaft be made to speak in their ears, 
in their own language, that you may preach unto 
eur poor Indians. I have begun the woik already, 
and find a grmx cUfference from my form^ trans- 
lations. I m forced sometimes to alter the 
j^irase, foe the fiidlitating and fitting it to out 

N 



p^'^ 



ih 
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laagvage, in which I am not so strict as I ^9m tti 
the Scripture. Some things whic& are Ktted for 
English people are not fitted for theto, and in 
8uch cases I mf^e bold to fit it for them. Bat I 
do little that way, knowing how much beneath 
wisdom it is^ to shew a man's self witty, m mxaA" 
ing another man's work. When this work is 
d<Hie, tf the Lord shall please to prolong my life^ 
I am meditating of translating some other book 
which may prescribe to them'the way and manner 
of a Christian life and convftrsation, in th^ir daUy 
course ; and how to worship God on the Sabba;^ 
fasting, feasting-days, and in all acts of worsk^ 
public, priyate, and secret ; and for this pvrpMe I 
have thoughts of translating the PraetUse <^ Pietff^ 
fx some other such book, in which case I refucsl 
your advice to me ; for if the Lord giye oppat»> 
nity, I may hear from you before I shall be rMj 
to begin a new wwk, especiaHy became the i^diM 
of David in matre, in their knguage, aro graig 
to the press^ which wiH be some diversion of me 
from a present attwntion on these c^Jier proposed 
worka-— 

' *' I rejdtfe to /see and taste the wonderM gi»» 
eious savour of G«d'i spirit among his saints^ hi 
their humble retirements. Oh ! how sweet is the 
trodden cammomile t How {woeions and powet*^ 
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fill is the minktiy 
ttine with us 
with the stream. 
a share in your 
dients, in your bl< 
shuts the door, 
maketh your 
presence. Thus c( 
holy lalMmrs to the 
ftece, I rest, — ^Your 
the Loixi'^ vineyard, 



pf the cross ! It is a diier 

9re making after compliances 

Sir, I beseech you, let us have 

prayers, in your holy retire- 

ised chambers, when the Lord 

is yet among you himself, and' 

to bum by the power of his 

imending you and all your 

rd, and to the word of his 

nwortby fellow-labonrer in 



John ELioTr « * 



RojtBunr, thu Wi of \ 



' « Baxter's Narrative ot^fJAfe and Times, p. 203^ 

' * From Mr Baxter's affiliel(onate answer ta this letter, 
#e cvtmct tiie IMmbag iqiere^ting sentences : ** Though 
ftui* sins have aepaiated jtts f roin the people of our love 
and care, and deprived^us of all public liberty of preaching 
the gospel of our Lor^I greatly rejoice in the liberty, help, 
and success which Christ hath so long vouchsafed you in 
his woik. There is no man on earth whose work is more 
boiMmrah^ or oomibrtable than yours. There are many 
here -Aat would ce ambitious of being your fellow'la- 
beurers, but thaitiiey are informed you have access to no 
greater a number of the Indians than you yourself, and 
your present i^lstants, are able to instruct. An honour* 
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" 'j^e Indian Psalter was published soon aftar 
\hu iIbUi itdln \Hk\iiAm^h*^^ and several copies 



able gentlemui, (Mr Robert Boyle, tbeygovemor of tbe 
corporation for your work, a man of mat learning and 
worth, and of a very public unirersi^nind) did motion 
to nje a public collection, in all our churches, for tbe 
maintaining of such ministers as m willing to go hence 
to you, partly while they are leuning the Indian Ian* 
guage^ and partly while they after labour in the work, at 
also to transport them. Thererare many here, I conjeo- 
ture^ that would be glad to go any whither, to Persians, 
Tartarians, Indians, or any itinbeliering nation, to pro- 
pagate the gospel, if they thlought they could be service- 
able, but the defect of thiir languages is a great dis- 
couragement." — Baxter's jNarrative of his Life and 
Times, p, 297> 298. mJ Boyle's truly philanthropic 
proposal was not carried into effect. But while this cir- 
cumstance e^ally ezdte^ our wonder and regret, it may 
he asked, what the feelij/gs of Christians in the gloriooa 
time of the churcb wiM be^ when they look bade on the 
proceedings of ChrisUins in the present day, — when they 
find that eminent facilities for the spread of the gospel were 
overlooked, and thatJbundreds of preachers and ministefSa 
neglectful of their obligations to the Saviour.^umaoved 
by the situation of perishing sinners,— and forgetful of 
their appearance before tbe judgment>seat of Christ, pre- 
ferred their own ea^ and comfort to a life of active la* 
bour in the foreign' service of Christ, " The industry 
of the Jesuits and friars," said Mr Baxter, " and their 
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were bound up with the Bible. When refi^ring 
to this snbject, Mr EMot obeerves, << That the 
Indians are mnch pleased to have their language 
in metre and rithm, as it now is in the singing 
Psalms in some poor measure, enough to b^in 
and break the ice withal : these they sing, in our 
da^sical tone.** The ti-anslation of Baxter s Call 
to the Unconverted appeared in 1664. It cou- 
nted of 130 pages of smail 8to. and a thou- 
sand copies were ciicnlaAad with benefidal conse- 
qttenees. An interesting young Sachem, who 
bad been brought to the knowledge of the trutb, 
wa3 so much delighted with it, tbat when be lay 
4ying oi a tedious 4^temper, he continued to 
jmd it with floods of tears in hit eyes, while bis 
strength lasted. The trMisIfttion of the Practice 
6f Piety first appeared in 1665. It was so highly 
Valued by the Indians and tbeir teachers, that it 
was re-printed in 1667, ^ni 1687:^""^^ 



fucce^e8 m CojH^, Ja^pm» China, ibc. sbaaieus alK' 
JUls d^ry^ipQ «tiU ^^mq^is tbe attention of did reli- 
gious prolii 

* Thomas* i^story of Printing in America, vol. i. p. 
^5, 057, 258, 2^ 470. Ma^r, b. iii! p. 201. Eliot*^ 
Indian Grammar )B«gaii, p. 4. 

.V2 
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« , Eliot i^blishes a pamphlet on 






Eliot i^blishes a'pamphret on'ifie'diviihe management of 
Christian churches — Statement of his views on the 



-> * subject of church-government— Account of his en- 

^ , ' V -^ deavouKto excite the ministers in New-England Ait 

missionaW l«bomr»^He encouzages ThoBas Mayhewt 

, aen. to laUomr on M»rtha*a '^n^aio^-^Notice^ reject* 
lug the RevvJohn Cotton, jun. Rev. John Eliot, jun, 

' Rev. Abraham. Pierson, Rev. James Fitch, Mr Thomaa 
Tupper, and Mk Richard Bourne— Eliot publishes his 
Indian Gramma^— He visits Mashpee, and receives 
confessions from the Indians theie^He unitea wiA 
Mr Cotton in the kirdination of Mr Bourne at Mash- 

. pee, and of Hiacoomea at Martha's Vineyard — He 
appoints preachers tto the Indians of the praying towns 
in Massachusetts~lHe establishes a lecture at Natick, 
in which he explained the doctrines of theology, 8te. 
to the Indians— >Hk composes systems of the Hbend 
arts for the use of tlie Indians— He forms an Indian 

' church at Hasssnam^itt-^He endeavours to prevent a 
virar between the rulert^of Plymouth and the Missop- 
konog Indians. 

While Mr Eliot was engaged in translating books 
on practical divinity, fbrl^euse of the Indiaqs, 
he did not allow his zeal f<n: the interests of the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JOHN ELIOT. ll» 

diiurches of the Englidi to decrease. His mind 
sf^pettB to haye bem deeply affected by the ac» 
.jsoimtB in Scripture oonceming the peacefulness of 
the kingdom o/^fcrist ; and, actuated by the most 
beaeTolent modves, he endeaTOured to effect a 
reconciliation between the 
dependents. In 1665, he ^Kstributed a small 
pamphlet among his friend^ containing a state- 
•nent of his TievB on this subject. It was en- 
titled^ ^ Commimioa of urarches ; or, the di?ine 
managem^t of goi^ ohiirches by the onMnasce 
of covincik, constitated'^in order accoiding to the 
Scriptures : . As alscy the way of bringing all 
Clnrisdan parishes tcyDe particular reforming Con- 
-gregational ChuielMB : humbly proposed as a way 
^hich hath so wmAi light irom the Scriptures cf 
truth, as diat it ^ay be kwiully submitted unto 
by all, and may/ by the blessmg of the Lord, be a 
means of unitmg these two holy and eminent 
pinrties, the Presbyterians and the Congregation- 
aligts. As /also to prqiare for the hoped-for re- 
•sniieetidii/bf the chun;hes; and to propose a way 
to bring all Christian nations into a unity of the 
faith ancTorder of llie gospel." 

^though a few cofAeB of this small script 
]^;e pltnted^'' he remarks in the preface, << yet it is 
^ot jfublished, only cmnmitted privately to some 

i . ' 

/ * ^ / , ' ' ' , 
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godly and able hands to be Tiewcd, 
amended^ or rejected; 9» it dball be fomi^to bold 
w^bt in the saactoary babmee, or noli And it 
18 the bumble request of the author, t)rat whatever 



eljectiexiSy rec^o^ioiis, or 
occ«r, they may be eoaveyed fmi 
eireth nothing may be accepted 
bi|t what is according to the 
ijlod, and tendeth to holiness, 
iootion of. the holy kingd< 
The proonring of half so mi 
icorrected, wcmld be more 
than the printing of ihese f^] 
as well as the pains of tbj 
tbe Loitl, that I may Bev< 



latKms, may 

him, who de* 

the churches 

and mii^d ef 

\y and the pro* 

of Jesus Chiist. 

copies written and 

It and chaigeable 

I beg the prayers^ 

pi'ecious 9ervant8 of 

have the least fingeir 



in doing any thing that miy be derogatory to tbe 
holiness and honour of/ Jesus Christ and his 
churches. And to this Ifsubsmbe mysd^ one of 
the least of the labonrero in the Lord's vineyard, 
I John JEliot."* 
Of tbe doctrines cimtpdn^d in this pamphkt, 
Dr Cotton Mather preJrats us with tbe following 
account : ^ There w^re especially two things 
which Mr Eliot was |oA to see, and yet feared 



* Thomai* History of I^'nting in America, vol. i 
«78. . / 
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he WW fiedlmg off in' New-Englttiid. Oire was, a 
tbonmgh establisbine&t of niliiig-eldffrs in our 
chnrehes, which he thought sufficiently warranted 
by the apostles mention of elders |ihat role well, 
-vrho yet labour not in word and/doctrine. He 
was ▼ery^bsirons to ha^e pm^nt and gracious 
men set orer our churches, fo^ ^e assistance of 
their pastors in the dmrch-apts that concern die 
admission and exclusion of ^aemben, and the in- 
spection of ^e conversatioii of the communicants, 
and the instruction of their seveml families, and 
the Visitation of the a^icted in the flocks orer 
which they should preside. Such < helps in go* 
▼erament,* he had h|toself been blessed with,-— 
the last of whom lyiis Mr Bowles ; and of him, 
tluB good man, m A speech to a Synod of ail the 
ehwches in tins /colony, took occasion to say, 
^ There is my hither Bowies, the godly elder of 
our church at j^oxbury, God helps him to do great 
things among^W Had aU our pastors been so 
well accommodated, it is posnble there would be 
more encofuragement given to sudi an office as 
that of ruling elders. 

^ But./ihe mention of a synod brings to mind 
another '^thing, ^idiich he was concerned that we 
might never want, — and that is, a frequent repc^« 
iion of needful synods in our churches. For 
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tfaov^k Iwtad.i^ dMp anin dne mr^ te fBBmrm 
Hm rights of p^slkvlar chnndies, y^ he thought 
•U Ae ebnschM ^Ibe Lotd Jenia^ by ihmr vmtfii 
'm whal they p rofa a o, in what they intoody-^^^d 
ia whait they etyoy* «o compacted into ooeywdy 
mysticiil, i^ tiuNl dl the wTera^piffticiiiir dtodws 
e^ery wfa0ve abonld aet with a ragafd yUmo tths 
gQ9d of the' whf^e, and unte the comybim advice 
aod conasel of the ndigfaboarfaood ; Which canaol 
always be dose by letters miasiTe^ liOce those thai 
fiessed between Corinth and Eoi|^ in tha etaif 
days of Cfaristiaaity^ bat requirear a oonyention of 
the diurdies in synods, by tMr delegates ttsd 
messeagers. He did not count churohes to be sa 
^nd^>eadeat, as that they jm always disdiarga 
their whole daty, and yet not act in conjaactistt 
with aeig^lKMtfsag chitrch/4 ; nor would he be of 
aay cbiiFch tfiat wevky not acknowledge itself 
aeeountable to ngfatiy /composed synods, Mt^tatk 
may have oeeasien ta impi^ isto the circnm* 
stances of it. He say the main internet and bun^ 
Btsaof cfaofches miahtqnicldyeometo be utterly 
lost, if synods were/ not oftea called for the se^ 
^ainng of ineon^e^ienQes ; and he was mitch' in 
oontri^g for ths^'iegvkr and rapeated meeting of 
eiMo assMnbltes^ 
. ^ He^widiod for coandls to supptess aU dam* 
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W 



.imfalci ben^^ 



or p^miaiovs mfimto$» tbftt miffat 
fior eonncik to dittiBfiush all 
ions and scandaloiM eontentioiis 
begiA to flame in our boiders ; 
all nal-admimstmtkms ia 
or to reooTev aay particalar 
ly diaordeia wtiaAx tfaay migbt 
cowaeik to iaqfuua into the 
iiolinefie majntaitwd by tha 
d in &aBf td aeiid fortb fit 
of our Lord's faaivaat 
goi^pel o£ God. He ba» 
and pattern for i»iicb 
cooJaciki coaveoed in 
earta Cblia^ by the coa*- 
ocmocrned m aautiull 



thoae\ 



icb 



dcuigerovs dr 
lariiieh liugbt 
for councils . to 
tise midst of 
chuTches out of 
be plunged into ; 
love^ the peaee> tl 
Qttveral churches; 
laboiHrees i^^ 
-wliicb are without 
}i^d an apostolical pi 
edOBcils; and wh^ 
ike vame of. the Lord 

sent of seiFeral dburcj 

iWMiiwiiiion^ hl^re dei 

aiended tbe mind of God^ 

he reddened a truth so 

servadiHi from the 

great authority/'^ 

Whaltom diffenm0e of ofiuioii may be ^tei;^ 

lained reapectiiig Mr Eliot'a settltlnaftCs oai llie 

anbjeet of chard^ goretsaoea^ k eannel be def 

niedy that tbe> system mbkk b» yac e mmendod is in 

. p>. « < i i l tmn *^ ^ l > ■ n ^ .. 11 ■■■* fn i jl l \ , jM i f n » * "^ 

>» Mather, b. iii. p. Itfty^UlOu 



ei^kinedy 
>m hb Word wito u»» 

churehes^With a i^ry 
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a grantar or less demr'acM on by all rcli§to«» 
denominstMMkB, wji^they labour to propagate tbe 
gospd. It mifhom a yiew«to the promotiim oi 
this objecf^^mdeed, that he l<M»ged so much to see 
the eiwliriiiDent of regalar conncik. 

Laboaring amoag the IndiaiiB from t)(e most dia* 
interested motiyes, he was exieedii^y desirous ef 
the assistance of other ministers <^he gospeL He 
saw that while thebfurest waMieat, the labourers 
were few ; and he eoDstanC^ prayed that GM^ 
who has the hearts of ail i^aask at his di^>osa}| 
would incline the miBcbM>f mt^y of ihe preacham 
of his word to commut&ate the perishing heatfasB* 
•Not resdng sa ti sfied with Ins, prayers, boweTer> 
he endeayonred/in the use or^ all the meaaa m 
his power, t^indace his bretl^n to ei^^age in 
laboms simdar to hia ^nvn ; and, through the kind 
proyido^ of his heayenly Father, he was not i^ 
wisneoessfid.*^ 

From the cwnmencem^it of his miasionafjr 
work, he had manifested the greatest interest m 
the labonrB, at Martha's Vmeyard, of the Rey. 
Thomas Mayhew, jnn^— encouraged him, amidst 
the yarious difficulties which he had to encounter, — 

^ Mather, b-ViL 11.SOO. OeoUa, iii CoU. of Uwm. 
Hist Soc. ?oU K p. 172.. 
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*iMl(l direeted him in Ae prostecution of his studies 
^th •&& view of rendering him more extensively ' 
"lullBfiitV' On Ae deal^ of this distingmshed evaa- 
gefist, he also endeavoured to encourage his aged 
father, who, in the exerdse of his love for the 
Mtds of the poor Indians, devoted himself to lh«r . 
histnxction. T^ ^ 

The Rev. John Cotton, the second son of Ae 
c^brated Cotton of Boston, was so far convinced 
of hft duty to labour among the Indums, by 
means of Mr EHot's counsels, — and so much en* 
couraged by his success, that by extraordinary 
^tigence he endeavoured to acquire their language. 
Si the year 1664, he went to Martha's Vineyard, 
imd preached to the Engttsh at Ae east end of 
'ihe island. Dissatisfied with the sphere of his 
QsefulneBS, as a pastra' to those who had made a 
profession of the gospel, he soon turned his atten- 
tion to his faeathoi brethren, made very grett 
proficiency in tbeir language, and laboured among 

' Prince's account of those' EngUsli Ministets who 
presided at Martha's YineTsr^ eqmd Mayhew's Indian 
Converts, p^^92. t 

* For an Naccount of "Qiomaa Mayhew, sen. and, 
tfreral of his d^cendants i^bo laboured among the In-J 
dians, see AppendhktG)^/ 

' o 
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tbem with coodiderable success^ till" NoTemlier 
1667, when fae removed to Plymootfaj iniAi the 
yiew of continmng his exertions in that colony* ®* 
A short time after Mr Cotton s entrance oa the 
missionary work, Mr Eliot had the pleasure of 
seeing his own eldest son resolve to follow his 
footsteps. This excellent yonng nran " bore," 
says Dr Mather, *' his father's name, and be had 
Ms ftither^s grace." He" obtained TiiiT^econd d»* 
fpree at Harvard Coflege in 1656, andvit is pr«^ 
bable ^mt he soon afterwards engaged inl the work 
of the minktry. He was a parson of distbgvisfaed 
aecmnplkhmeAts, and Oslively^ zealous, sftd acute 
j^^tnbeitoibe Engjjshjtj Jew-C Mddjiid^ H* 
tegifdarly addressed the Indians once a fortn%iit 
at F^emitt, and sometimes at Natick and other 
pJaees, and was highly esteemed by the most j«f 
didoas oi theiok He died on the lltb Octoiwi 
1068, and; on his death-bed, uttered WKh p«ae» 
^atnig thoughts, as shewed that he was on t^ 
borders of eternal glory. " It pleased God," said 
a pious gentleman, who was w^ acquainted wiUi 

e Mayhew*« Indian Converts, p. 299. Maflier, b. lii,' 
[i. 200. Ctooi!i>y in (5611. ot Mass. Hist. So<^. vol. i. ^, 
203, 204. Neal*fc S^rE^igUnd, vol. i. p. 250. 

• Appendix (H), X • 
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lib Chrisri ^life, << to cwgy JAtfwith fi^ Mul to 
tieavenptEere to receive his crown.' ^' 
, Tlie ^ey. Abraliam Fierson, a imdve of York- 
flhire, wbo, on his remoTnl to N^w^Engteod, be- 
qune pastor of a church at Soutbanptony and af- 
Henvards at Branford, in ihe jurisdiction of Con- 
j^ectipi^t, acquired a knowledge of the Indian 
ii^pguage, composed a catechism in it in 16^ 
IMid preached to the heathen' for several years. 
He met with little success in his missionary efforts^ 
bat, when he removed to New-Jersey, the R^^ 
Jame^ Fitch, pastor of the English church at 
.N(H^ich, directed his attention to the fiel4 whieh 
1)6 appeared to cultivate in vain, and reaped & 
considerable harvest, ^-"'^ 
. Mr Eliot, in the course of his missionary lar 
hours, had travelled several times ii^to Flymputh 
colony, and had been instrumental in leading 
some of the Indians in that quarter to embrace 
tli(i gospel. Animated by his example and ex^- 

. • — ■ ■ ■ . ■ i n •' 

f Ikfatiier, t>, iii. p, 173. b* »▼• p, 131. Gpokia'p 
Hist. ColKN(n Coll. of Mass. Hist. See. y^. i. p. 171« 

B Gookm, ifisCoW. of Mass. Hi«t See. vol.i^p. 907* 
903. Mather, \ui. p. 95, SOQ. TbOfoas' HisU of 
Piiotlng. vol. i. 
. • Appendix ( 
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bortadons, sevenl pereons resolved to attempt 
th$ woik in which he was so successfuL Mr 
Thomas Taj^ier, a military man, who is siid to 
hay e b ee n a Httl a tingod with fn na t i cism , turned 
his attention to the Indians to the northward and 
westward of Sandwich, and founded a church 
near Herring River.* Mr Richard Bourne, m 
gentleman of very considerable prop^ty, who 
was highly distinguished for his knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and personal piety, acquired a compe> 
lent knowledge of the language of the Indians, 
and applied himself to preach the gospel to such 
dp them as dwelt near his house at Sandwich* 
Finding that the blessing of the Lord accompanied 
his exertions, he extended his sphere, and broug^ 
c<msiderable numbers under the influence of di* 
Tine truth. ^ f 

* This church Vas supplied by a laoccnioa of mniis- 
ten of the name oK Tupper till 1787» when the Rev. 
Elisha Tupper, the grait grandson of the first erangelisl^ 
died aged fourscore y^Js.— CoO, qf Mau. BUt, Soc. 
9oL iii. p. 189, V 

^ 6ookin,wColL of Mass. Hist Soc. voLtp. 188, 
169, 196. \ 

t Besides the individuals f^ton we have now noticed; 
the Rev. Richard Blynman, wBd had been a minister ia 
Wales, and the Rev. — Jam^.of Eastbampton, and 

.\ 
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I yr>ini|i» Mr Eliot w m t1mirf ii > i iwi ii n^ 4 By his 
mcHiibmMi^W publkhed /Jb MMg ; <' The 
Ionian Gn»nipar begun ; or aa essay to bring th€ 
Indi|Ki| language into rules, for the help of such as 
desire to leam the same, for the furtherance of 
thegpspel among them." The dedication of this 
urm-k) addre^ed '< To the Right Honourable 
Robert Boyle, governor, with the rest of the Right 
H<moumble and Christian OorporatioD for the 
JPiropagation ^ the Gospel unto the Indians ia 
New-England*** being not unworthy of notice, b 
here sul^oined. 

« Noble Siiv4,-You were pleased, among other 
testimonies of your Christian and prudent care 
I for the effectual progress of this great work of 
I the Lord Jesus, among the inhabitants of these 
end^ of the earth, and goings down of the sun, 
to eammcmd we (for sueh aorraspeet hare your so 
niae agid seaa»nable Motiwia to my heart) to 



the VLewl ^VQlliam Tompsoa of Braiotree, appear to I111V9 
been engagea>4^ut lG6d, in preaching to the Indians in 
Kew-£ngland. >We have seen no memorial of their la- 
IxNirs. Accordin^^ Mr Hubbard, the author of an 
' Account of th« Indhm Wftrs in New-England, Mr 
Thorps, and Mr Stockahw had about the same tiuw di- 
rected their attention to the fqdians in Virginiii. „ , . 



'^i^rcJLi L '^^--ff^^:-i/. , .: 



cmnpile a grammar of ^lis laiigiiage, fin^tlie be^ 
of others who have an heart to atady aad kam ' 
the 8ame,-^for the flake of Cfaridt, and of tte 
poor souls of these rains of mankindy amcf^ 
whom the Lord is now idbont a resarreetfiOB^ 
work, to call them into bis holy kingdom. I 
have made an essay nnto this difficnlt service, and 
Ittd together some bones and ribs preparatory at 
least for sneh a work. It is. not worthy the namd 
of a grammar, but such as it is, I hwnbly present 
it to yomr honours, and request yoor animadver* 
sions npon the work, and prayers mito the Lord 
ibr a blessing upon all essays and endearonrs for 
the promoting of his glory, and ih& salvation of 
the sonls of these poor peoj^e. Tins hom^ 
commending your honours unto ^Messing of 
iieaven, and to the guidanoe of the word of God, 
which is Me to save your souls,— 4 remain, your 
Jwnoars servant in the service of our Loid' Jesus, 

John Eliot. 
The Indian grammar, though very brief, affords 
satisfoctory proof that Mr Eliot was a distin- 
guished philologist Sotne>(^ the remai'ks on the 
formation of an alphajiet, and tacilitating the art 
of reading, wfaicl) k/contains, arb ins^ted in the 
Appendix.^ Tb^d^lay strong^ense, and are 
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tiot imwoitky of ^0«iitleiitbn o(^4Se mknoniffjr 
inrte may bej3»lledto cdmv^p^LlBm^^m kogueifo 
^foit ike fiin time to writing* la the poBtBcript 
*liddi«Bsed to tbe prodeftt iaquirer, die loUowing 
-sentences occur, which ought deeply to affect th^ 
^eart of every reader. ^ We must not sit still 
-vad look for miracles* Up and he doiJEig, and the 
Xxnrd will be with thee. Prayer and pains, through 
faith in Christ Jesus, ivill do any thlngi. iStS^ 
^fjffh^f <p^ ^mwagji^T ,dn bolieTe and hope that 
the gospel shall be spread to all the ends of the 
cisrih, and dutk comers of the world, Jby such a 
ymj and by such instruments as the churdies 
•aball send forth for that end and purpose* Lord, 
basten these good days, and pour out that good 
'Spirit upon thy people. Amen." 

In the year 1666, Mr Eliot, the honourable 
garemor, and seyend magistrates and ministers of 
'PlymouA colony, collected at Mashpee^ a vast 

* The ReW Gideon Hawlej, a missionary who ^cd 
kere in 1806, sWs there was no place which be ever saw 
so adapted for anyndian town as this ; and that Mr R. 
Bourne, with the ataistance of his son Sbearjashub, se- 
cored the lands connected with it, *' so that no part or 
parcel of them could m bouglrt by, or sold to any white 
person or persons, withW the consent of all liie Indians^' 
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nmltttode of tbe Indiaiis, amcwg ^bofaorMr Botin^ 
kSioiired; and reeehred from naay of tbem <3^A- 
i^ions relative to their knowledge, ftdtb, mfi4 
Christiaa practice. The good people were ^ 
iremely gratified by the understanding aiid affec- 
tion displayed on this occasion; but s^b w^ 
their strictness, that, before they would cotmt^ 
nance the adnuseaoo of the converts into chtircli- 
fellowsbipf they ordered the ccmfes^ons tQ be 
written, and sent to all tbe churdiea in the c<4ony 
for consideratioii. 

The confessicms of Mr Bonme'd converts hav^ 
ing met with the deliberate approbodon of tbe 
New-England churches, Mr £liot, and Mr Job|i 
Cotton, went down to Masbpee, on tbo X7t(i 
Augus^ 1670, and (»rdained Mr Sotume as the^ 
pastOT^A On the 22d of the same month tiiey 
/passed over to Martha's Vineyard, where they 
admitted many Indians as members of tb^ chmct|i 
which bad been previously formed in that island, 
and ordained Hiacoomes, the first convert, as 
miaistOT, John Tockinpsb; as teacher, and Jtbn 



npt even witli tl)e consent of thegenecal court. "-^Coi(» 

^Hav. ff»t' Soc>;^l, iiu p. 190, 

. •- Appe«cl.w (W- . ^ 
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')k»ieM>^ ud Joshua Mmmneeebeeg •• raling ^ 
MenJ "" 

. In the ^ Ebiefe NairaUTe" of the progress of 
^ goq^l aiiMDg the Indians in New-England, 
^ivinch contains the aoorant of Mr Eliot's visit to 
Mashpee, and Martha's Vineyard, we have a par- 
tioolar. <le8criMion of ^ht praying towns in the 
colony oi Masiachnsettoy which enjoyed his vigi- 
lant superinteiuence. As we shall have occa- 
«ion9 however, to notice the state oi Christiantty 
.among the ladlanB in tJie year 1674, when it 
had m^ greaier progress, it is onnecessary to 
mention an^ oU^er ^arcnmstance connected with 
tham,. than the I appointment of teachers, who 
were required to\ instruct their inhabitants in the 
principles of our > holy religion. Tliese teachers 
were generally chosen fcom among the Indians. 
^ The learned Engnah yonng men did not hitherto 
iiidine, or endeavonr, to fit themselves for that 
«ervioe, by learning^ 4he Indian language. Pos- 
ay be, ^st^ the difficulty to 



,^Uy the reasons 
attain that jypeecfa* 



^JSeoamUi/y little encourage- 



*■ CoU. of Mass. HistlSoc vol iii. p. 189. Gookin, 
In Coll. of Mass. Hist S^. vol. i. p. 204, Mayhew*t 
Indian Converts, p. 300. \ Hutch. Hist, of Mass. Bay, 
y. 160. \ 
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meat wbil« they pfepso-e ^^^^ Hdv^^ tile 

difficulty in the practice of/hich a calling among 
them, by revuBon of %hm porerty and barbarity^ 
which cannot be milled wftb, unless ^e peifsoti 
be very oauch^^nortified, «dt«denyiBg, and of a 
public spin^^^se^dpg greetmGods glwy; and 
these offynsre quidlftoatipas in Voin^ men. It is^ 
but one of an hundred that Is so endowed.? i 

With the view of improving the understandhigB 
of the Indians in genemi, and of the teachers and 
rulers in particular,. Mr EUot about^this time es- 
tablished a lecture al Natick, in wl^ he ^- 
plained the leading deetrines of theology and 
logic. His labours in this respect wesa emi- 
nently useful ; and though he lectured only om^ 
a fortnight, during the summer months, sevend ef 
his scholars gained much knowledge, tod soon 
became able to speak methodically and profitabfy 
upon any plain text oi Scripture. Notwillistaiid- 
ing this success, he was far from being satisfied 
with his oral instructions, and he printed, in 167^ 
1000 copies of a logic primer, and made little 
systems of all the liberal arts, for ^ use of the 
Indians.^ 

., ^-..^^ ^, , : : rni^ . 

i- Oookin, p. 183. 

^ Boyle*s Works, p. ccv. Gookin*s Hist. Coll. fi 
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ine/^U of tbe 
yfessing, of 



'-No iDiii WES eter ttoife firmly conTin^/g 
n%lity effideney, under the divine 
the gnmd instilment for tbe propa^tion of tbe 
g>oi^, than Mr Eliot* He saw/bowevef, that 
wbSe fr&tn the declamtion^ of/Scriptnr«, and a 
eeliBideration of feets, tbe con^rsion of sotils was 
piincipalty to be looked for from preaching the 
doctrine of Christ ci*itcifie^ it was his duty to nse 
aB die ineans ift bk pow^ i» promote thecnltira- 
iMm of tbe mental fMulties of the converts. His 
flflbfts for tbe acCdmplisbment of this object must 
appear to4iave b^n very important. While they 
Tkere cslctilaMQ to riedse tbe Indians in tbe scale 
of being, OM, to promote their improvement in 
dvilizatiol^ they mnst have^ been feVonrable to 
lin'prwess of tho tmth, by enabling those who 
abi'ttced ft^ to illustrate and defend its prin^ 
; and elects. 
The inhabitants of Hassanamesitt, one of the 
fimphg towns$ situated i^out tbirty-eight miles 
fiNmi Boston, baving erected a place of wotlsbip 
alber tbe EngHsb fiosbion, and having Inailifested 
great afl^nti6A lo tbe Mvord, b^d tbe pleasui'e in 
1671; ef seemg a cinkrcb estal^bed itoong them 

( , f i i I I - 'I I I » H i 11 I m i 1 1 1 III, . ' til i H I I 1 " 

Coll. of Mum. Hitt. Soc. p. 183. Thomas' History of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



199 JLIFfi OF 

by Mr Eliot. Tadrapawilfin, wIm> had acted tf 
their teach^ f(H* some time paat, and giten praofe 
of his piety and talents^ was appoisted the minis* 
ter. W^are usable to ^l¥a any correct state- 
ment respecting the number of individntds wb» 
were admitted as m^bers of t&u drarch at ihe 
lime of its fobnatif^. It is prol^Ue, howefer, 
that they were n^C nwne 

About the time when tins ctlffSi was gatbece^ 
Mr Eliot baring been mfcmiied that tibe ndem 
and inhabitants of Plymoalh cdoAy intended te 
wage war against a particular tribe of ikm Indians, 
assembled Uie church at Natick, and ewnposed 
the following instructions fw two of its memben 
who were requested to act as mediators : 

*^ We, the poor church at Natick, hearing thai 
the honoured rulers and good people ei Plymeutli 
are pressing and arming of soldiers to g^ to war 
against the Mtssokonog Indians, (for whet caitise 
we know not,) though they yet pray not to God» 
yet we hope they will ; and we do mourn and 
pray for them, and desire greatly that lAiey may 
not he destroyed ; especially because we hAYe not 
heard that they haye done any thing worthy of 
death. Therefore we do send these, onr two 
* • ' "^ ^^ - ' " ' ' ' 

1 Gookin, m Coll. dMC^ Hitt. 8oc^ toI. i p. IM. 
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iKT^iireii, Andio&y and WiUiani, who wer^ for* 
merly our mesaeng^n to those parts, and we i^ 
quest John Sausiman to j<nn them. And this 
tnist we eommk unto yon, oar dear hrethren and 
beloved, 

^< 1. To go to the Missokonog Indians, or who 
«lse may be concemed in the qnarr^ ; tell them 
the poor chmreh of Natick sends them two ScrifH 
tores, which we intreal them to dbey* Tlie first 
is Devt. XX. 10, 11, where we see, as it is the 
duty of Plymouth to offar yea peace before they 
war upon yov^ so it is yomr duty to offer, accept, 
and desire peace ; and we prayjjpn, for God a iA^^ 
sake, and for your sonl'a mkemey this word of r^^j 
God. The secondtext i» I Cc^TtL 1, 2, S, 4, 5^6, /^ 
where Grod eommandeth, that when differencea 
aiise among people, they ought to put their diffe* 
xenees to arfintntitm of othttrs ; and, theref<n«, we 
do exhfurt yon to obey ^kds word: of God ; and 
whatever dififaranees are betiinxt you and the 
English of Aquidneck, or betwixt you and Ply^ 
mouth, refer them all to tl^ >u^;ments ef the 
Tukra of the Maasadinselts, and whatever they 
judge do you obey ; lay down your lives, and i^ 
yon have, at ihm leet» 

< If they of Missokonog accept this our exhorta- 
tion, tell them that the ehurcb hath also sent you 



d by Google 



ma xiFB or . 

10 «iie govenicir, to teD Biih what ibt droxdi haat 
done) and how aeceptHble it is to yon, and tlwt 
yott do <$bey Iwth these words of €k>d. Yon «lei 
sins peaoe^ afad dteire to refer the whole natter 
to the judgment of the goyemment of Masaa* 
dimsetts. 

. ** 2. Whto yoa come to the goremor, tell him 
that the dlurch hath sent yon to be mediators of 
peace on the behalf of the Afissekonog Indians, 
or any other of their nei^boors ; tell him thai 
they yield witting obedienoa to those ttfxts of 
Scrifpenre^ and themfare teU faini that At poor 
^ . dtmh of Natick doth beteech kim, and all tke 
* nset of liieBaligistnftw^ for God's sake^ who is the 
\^ Kii^ of peate^ and otir great peae&^n&ef id 
ht«r6% that iltey woald aeaspt this offor and atd^^ 
Bslnftoft tfittd pcflic^^ and mrto the iastiftKted wsp 
of makfatg flftd «etahlislliMg of peacoy ind to ceaw 
praisbg and anriig <tf seMiefi, and aoMihifig 
against tbsai that ttre doBinma «f peaoo* We 
beseech yott to eomMer ^ndlat ^oaifort it w91 be 
to kai or be kiilea, wlien no capiiid ste haih besa 
miitidt(«d, or dafendMl by dwm, (<iat webm 
of.) 

** And we request yoo, ote befa t ii d bseAm% to 
be speedy in your moioBi. We dball ^tdeatoor 
to follow yoa with ou* ptgyor% and hng t* heur . 
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df a Imfipf pMkco, thtl fnay opM « ^jkar door 
for the passago of the ^oepel among that people. 
Hms eommendiiig you to God m prayer, we do 
send yoa forth upon thig great cervioe pf peace* 
makings whidi ig evidei^ the flower and glory 
€fi Chriat Ids kipgdom. 

JoHsr Eli^t, 

Naticmt, August \ 
ar 6mo. 1st, 1671. J 

These instructions cannot he considered with- 
<mt interest. Simple as they are, they form a 
beautiful illustration of the benevolent feelings 
which the gospel inspires, and unfold an afiection 
on the part of Mr Eliot and his converts, for 
Diose who had no other claim to their regards, 
than the circumstance that they were their fel- 
loW'Creatnres, which is rarely exemplified; but, 
which it is ^ duty of every professed follower 
of the Prince of peace to manifest on every occa- 
sion on which a disposidon exists, in consequence 
o( unrestnuned ambition, the unhallowed love of 
gliny, over-8en»tive jealousy, m: sinful distrust in 
the providence of God, — ^the common sources of 
war, to hurry immortal souls, burning with vindic* 

- CoU of the Mass. Hist, See. 1799. p. 202-3. 
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thra feeiUig% into the praioiice of aa infioilely 
holy Go<L There is frequently a monl courage 
in fnhearBiice ; — a courage, which, though not 
nursed by the cmnmendations of the mighty of 
this world, '.vriioae praises, when properly con- 
sidered, are a reproach to humanity, may produce 
more snrpo^iig results than the yalour of armies 
has yet beto able to acoonqdisb. 
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Account of \he pimying towns Ib Massachusetts uoder 
£Uot*s oaiAia 1674— Account of King Philip's war* 
^d its evil don^equences with regard to the prayini^ 
Indians — Extmt froxu one of £Iiot*s letters, addressed 
to the Hon. Robert Boyle— Publication of a secon^ edi- 
tion of the Indian New Testament*— Extracts from two 
letters addressed to Boyle, illustratiTe of £Uot*$ 
anxiety to oirculaw the So^pturcs among tha Indtaoi 
— MoB^ granted \p Eltpt to enable him to publisl^ 
a second edition of ue Indian Old Testament — Letter 
from EUot to Boyre-^Extract from Dr Increase 
Mather's Letter to D\Lcusden of Utrecht— Eliot's 
last Letter to Boyle. 

In the year 1674> whe» Mi^r GooI^iQ ccmipleted 
kis << Historical CoUectioas of tb^ Indians i^ 
New'-EngiaDd,'' thepfincipal praying tpwn^ in the 
colony of MassacbuBoUm ixmler th^ care of Mf 
Eliot, amounted to seTen. Of these we shall 
give s^ch an fuxount as is n^ce^sary to illustrate 
the success which, under the divine blessing, iaj^ 
Aeecvnpfimed the labours of Mr Eliot. 

1. Natick, where Ae first Cbiistoftn cUurch 
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was formed in the year 1660, contaUied twenty^ 
nine familiea, and one hundred and forty-fire souls, 
who occupied ahont six thousand acres of land. 
Most of these were of course ahle to attend the house 
of God. On th^ Lord's day, fast-days,* and lec- 
ture-days, they assemhled at the sound of a drum. 
Their teachers were Anthony and John Speen; 
who, m conducting tJ^ religious exereises of the 
chun^h, followed the example of the English. 
Their services consisted of solemn prayer, reading 
the Scriptures, praise, catechizing, preaching, and 
pronouncing the Messing. << In all the§e acts of 
worship, for I faayeheen often [ureaent with theup^** 
says Major (jookin, *^ they demean themselves 
visibly with reverence, attention, modesty, and 
solemnity, — ^the men-kind sitting by themselves, 
and the women-kind by themselves, according to 
their age, quality, and degree, in a comely manner. 
And for my own part, I hvre no doubt, but am 
fully satisfied, acconMng to the judgment of cha- 
rity, that divers of them do fear God, and are 
true beUevers." A tsensidenible number of them 



* Mr Eliot taught the converts to set apart days for 
fiwtiiig and prayer, whenever they should have occasioii ; 
and tbey perlbrmed the duties connected with them with 
» very faboriMif piety.— Afoe/itfr'* Ma^naimt b, uu p. 202. 
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%«ire clnircb members, and united with tlie Clini- 
^kti Indians of some of the neighbouring towm 
in celebrating the dying lore of Jesus. 

% Pakemitt, or Punkapog,* was otaaled 
about fourteen miles soulii from Boston, contadned 
about twelve famiKes, and sixty souls, and pos* 
sessed six thousand acres of land. The Indians 
who Kved in this place had removed from Nepon- 
sitt mill, and had been severely tried by the apos- 
tacy, death, and removal of some of their mem- 
JsetBy and by the afflictive dispensadons-of divine 
providence. They enjoyed 1^ mstruetions •«£ 
WOTam Ahatwon, a young mim «f piety andia- 
lent. 

' 3. Hassanai^sitt,! the town atwhidi the 
church was formed in 1671, wa» inferior totmne of 
the other Indian plantadons in the extent, fertility, 
and culttire of its iands ; and it amiually produced 
a Irtrge quantity of grain and fruits. About thirty 
baptized persons, sixteen of whom were commu- 
nicants, resided within its bounds, and worshipped 
Gdd HI a-raost hecommg manner. 'When the 
sacrameirt; -of the Lord's Supper was -dispensed, 
they were joined by other church membera, who 
resided in other places. 

• IStougliwii. : t Ofiiftw*. 
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4/OK0MMAKAME8tT^ was sHuatodaboutCiiart^ 
ViU^ wefitwanl from Bo^tpo, and oQBt^ined ahoti| 
ten families, and fif|y souls. Hie land beloii^i^ 
tp it consifiited of six thousand acres, and was well 
<^ltivate4» It possessed 80yend good orckaiidB^ 
planted by the Indian^ It had eiiffered miicb 
by the dealii of its niler, who is r^esented aSt 
a yeiy pious and judicioiu man. Its ton^ier'f 
name wa9 Solomon* 

d. Wam¥:sit or FAVTVCiCEn:\ was situated b^ 
tween. Concord apd M^rrimadi: fivers, fnd distant 
from Boston i^bout twenty miles. It posaeqao^ 
o^]y twenty-fiFe hundred acres o^ fertile landr 
but contained about fifteen femilies and seventyw 
ivQ souls. Hiese observed the same cMl und 
religious orders as the inhs^tants of the otMt 
towns, apd had a constable und oAor i^ero, a^d t 
teacher called Samve}, who having boeik «diioale4 
at the expence of ike corporation, pn^^es^ed ^ 
respectably cultivated mind. 

This place was well situated lis a fishrag static* 
and ^neat nuipb^^ of the ludi^ns n^sorted to it 
i^m vfqious quarters during the fi^ng season* 
Mr Eliot, as we have seeu, taking advanti^e of 
this circumstance, had lon§^ been aocnstomod ffk 
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iuiSress them on the welfare of llieir immortal 
6<ml8, wilii considerable success. His last visit 
'%Krm peculiarly enconn^g. On the evening of 
the 5th of May, he airived, 'accompanied by 
JVIajor Gookin ; and preached from the parable of 
tile marriage of the king's son, to as many of ^ 
Indians as he coidd assemble in the 

6on of PapassaconaTOy, ihe-^iief iSacbem of^Pan- j 

/^tucket, of whom already^ we*have had occasionjo^' 

fr' ifiko aoticejjm remarkable' for his sobriety, and 

iK^lbetween fifty and erxty years old. Repeated en- 

deayonrs had 'been made, some years ago, to kh 

duce him to embrace the Christian religion ; but 

ihese had been attended withno oilier effect than 

that of leading Mm to express his wiUingness to 

I hear the gospel, and observe the Sabbath. On 

this occasion, however, he was seriously pressed 

, to give iiis answer concerning praying to God ; 

and, after some deliberation, he stood up, and 

made-a speech to this effect : — 

• ^* iSrs, you have been pleased for four years* 

past, in your ifbundant love, to apply yourselves* 

particolariy tmto me and my people, to exhort, 

^ press, and persuade us tq pray to God* I am 

^^ very thankful to you for your pains. I must ac- 

— knowledge, I have aU myday^ used to pass in an 
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M tmm^i^MiA m^ yon exhoA to^ to oiiaaga mjr 

old cmo^ «o4 eij^Mirk ip a new pono^, to whi<^ I 

bave tulhenui^ J^n lawwUUog; Ht now I yysH 

up myself to y^r «4i^ifi^ soid «&ter iiM;o a n^w 

(sanoa, fu»d do eogvge to pray to God b^j^epfyefJ* 

/\VBiioal«ii6et B profeeaed pubjept^on to dio gOfH 

/pel wes gmufying to aU who were pneient; \m% 

I Mr Eliol, at dne request of Mr Eic^d DeokJi 

; of Bellerica, i»foriaed hiw, that " when he w^ 

ia his old eaooe> he peesed in a quiet streaim 

hul the end thereof was death and destmctioo to 

/ soul md body ; while, when he went into a neiv 

1 canoe, h^ w€«ld perhaps nieet with stcMrms an4 

trialsy^^but yet he should be encouraged to persor 

Twe, fo? the ^d of his rpyage would he eyer^ 

lasting, rest.*" Jt is ple^sii^ to a4d» that thia 

Sachem continued, on the whole, stedfast in tho 

ffpth, and regular in his attendance pn divine woi>t 

^p, though deserted cm these account? by soTer^l 

of his people. 

B. Nashobah,^ situated about twenty-five, 
miles We^t-North-West frofn Soston, c<mtained 
shout ten families and fifty souls, who weret 
pla^^d under the care of a teacher named John 
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fl^bersipuire ia dxtaat, iteife iertile mxd well wa- 
fiir0d« )Wt of theilMeraocetified intb orcluu'ds 
fl^^pIoi,\ wherdbf the LtidiaDS niade cfdetf 
wMdk 8ome\f tMii had aot the trMom aK4 
gftliied «« we feMJUtbr cemfdi-U" 

7. MAcruMKAOTOGyf •itttotod het ween Neiiek 
stttd Has6im#nieBitt^ cofiitaiiied abo«t ekTm Um^ 
ISm^ and fi^^^f^e 80ol% ifteea of whom wtt% 
iMl^tia^ ittd eight meiabers.of the eb«rehaft 
IHlMu Thdifteacher'eiittineiitm Job, aadlhey^ 
ttNtmh^pod Ood, htfpi the SsbbatW, aod. observe^ 
4Hti\ &fAm ¥tk Jk "b^omaig xatu^ett Itk^ the other, 
praying Indians.* v. . 

Besides the towns of which we have no\A 
^ven to aiccocmty there were several others in the \ 
itfipninck country, called the new prayilig towim^ 1 
to ithkih the Gtaeral Court ot die colony of Mas- | 
sachuseftts had not Hitherto granted any landsW 

• JobB Umbms wm tenong the first of the praying 
Indians, and joined the church when it was gathered at 
Kaiiek. Ke wM etetA^fii^ Hhtaogh life, and died in 
)7S7» Aged ohe hundred and tea j9ain,^Hoime$^ Ame^, 
tkon Armalty voL ii« p. 103i 

f Hopkinton^ 
_ • aa(^'s Hist. C(^. in Coll. ^-^iSssT. kii^ ISoc. 
vol. i. p T8«>»1W 
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Oil the 14th September, 
Major Grookin 
▼lew of endew 
the faith of the CI 
lisMng dvil gOT< 
were accomi 
whom they irn 
the'towns which 
the dLirectioB 
found in gene 



Dpanied 



their journey 
tainiBg a 
teachers, J 



764, Wt BmI mti 
'to wh them, witfa ^le 
confirm the oonTeris it 
reMgion, and ei eeta^ 
lent among th«n. Thef 
fiye or six jndicioiu iB^ans^ 
to appoint as ministers in 
not beoi already placed imder 
stated instntcters ; and th^ 
a most oordial. reiceptioii. Ai 
interest, kowevei^ occnned on 
shall merely annex a table, ooa^ 
of the towns, the names of tlia ' 



tJL. 


TtaOun, 


HkM^ 






Moo. 




eoaw. 

7S8.W. 
4* 

M 



• From the precediog account of the praying 
towns in the C<4ony ef Massachusetts, it is ap- 
parent that Mr Eliot was, in the year 1764,. 
ildonally permitted to entertain the hope tl&at 
God had abundfrntfy blessed his labours. The 
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tmAt towe^VT) k wluA he was imgigid, was 
gn^ndy letarded by a wari in which the eolonists 
tf New-Englaiid were hifvolved witk Philip, the 
pvmdpri duef oi the ladiaoe, and son •£ Mas- 
iMidt, the celelufated friend of the English. 
. The English, since the commencement of their 
iiBt cokniea, had c<mdncted themselyes with great 
Mndiiewi to ihife heathen. breAren I and, ingene- 
Qd, had retoed to take poneesion of any pordons 
if land mhidk they had not obtained by honest 
pmthaae from tihe Indiaa proprietoMb Notwith- 
iHindii^ liiiB oirc mns ta a ee, it is not to be won^ 
teedttt, that the jealonsy of the Sac^n^ should 
hkve been excited by the progress which the 
strangers were evidently makuig, and that they. 
ffcrOdd use all the means in th^ poiwer to pre- 
ytibt ^croachmetits, the tendoicy of which was 
tk lessen their territory and aitthority. 
; In 9ie end of 1674s John Senn^man, a con- 
ij^rted Indian who,4-afrer having apostatized from 
liie faith, and devoted himself to the service of 
niilip as seoetary, — hadbeen indneed by Mr EUot 
to return to the bosom of the church, and to en- 
gtige in propagating ihe go^l, infotmed the 
English that his proiane countrymen had resolved 
to adopt measures for their defi/tniction, esod Aat 

a 
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he dreaded that he would be murdeved by soioe 
of Philip's men. 

'. A short time after this communication had been 
made. Tobias, one of Philip's chief captains, with the 
assistance of his son and another Indian, proceeded 
to murder Sausiman, and pretended that he was 
drowned. The barbarous deed, however, was spee- 
dily brought to light by Nahawton, one of the pray- 
ing Indians, who had been made acquainted with 
the circumstances connected with it by one of the 
spectatoi-s ; and the English, having caused the 
perpetrators to be apprehended, found them guilty, 
by a jury composed of an equal number of In- 
dians and English, and ordered them to be exe- 
cuted on the 4fth of June, 1675. 

Philip, having heard of the condemnation of one 
of his counsellors, and being conscious that he had 
given reason to the colonists to suspect that he 
had formed' a conspu-acy for their destruction, 
{JU^ and that he had been accessary to the murder, 
became apprehensive of personal danger, and> 
contrary to a most solemn agreement,, resolved to 
commence hostilities against the English. Rnd- 
ing his strength greatly increas^d by the accession 
of several Indian tribes, he soon carried his pur- 
poses into effect, and appeared for a short time to 
bid defiance to the combined forces of the colo- 
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"ioBB of 'Plymouth, Massachusetts, Connecticut'and 
Newhaven. 

Hie converted Indians were natujally attached 
to the service of their invaluable benefactors ; and 
a conaklerable number of them took up arms 
against their infidel countrymen. Most of these, 
who were often placed in difficult circum- 
stances, displayed considerable skill, bravery, and 
fidelity ; and several of them laid devrn their lives 
for the sake of their friends. Unmoved by 
these ^circumstances, and imgratefiil for the as- 
sistance which they received, the colonists, from 
the fact that a few professors of religion had 
been indflced to unite with Philip, contracted the 
most unreasonable prejudices against the converts 
m general. They viewed them with abhorrence, 
and distrust ; and, not content with confining tliem 
m Long-Island, and subjecting them to great 
sufferings, they thought them worthy of death. 
Mr Eliot, whose dread of war we have i^ready 
had occasion to observe, exerted himself to the 
utmost of his power to protect his children in the 
faith, and to watch over their interests. To the 
everlasting disgrace of many of his countrymen, 
however, he was, cm this account, subjected to 
much contempt and reproach. As an illustration 
of this painful remark, we may take notice of a 
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fact» wliicji eiitibks an ahnost incrediMiB i94leyQ>- 
lence on the part o^ an individnal whose name is 
deseryedly foi^otten. On a certain occasion, 
doting the war, Mr EHot went to sea in a unaU 
boat, which haj^pened to be upset by a larger 
vessel. Wh^ about to sink, without the expec- 
tation of rising again, be exclaaned> " The wUI 
of the Lord be done !'' He was happily rescued 
from the imminent danger in which he was placed; 
but his delireranoe, instead of beipg a matter of jo;Jr 
to all his acquaintance^ ^ one cithern to remark, 
that he wi^ed that he had been drowned ! 

After a very severe struggle, attended by 
the loss of a grei^ numbw of the colonists, and 
much ii\iury to their possessions, the war was ter* 
minated by the slaughter of Philip, and many of 
his warriors, on the 12di of August, 1676. On 
its conplnsion, Mr EUot had the pain to obsenre 
that his fairest prospects were in a great measure 
blasted. He found many of the praying towns 
wholly destroyed. * He was called to lament the 
total defection of some of the Indians, whose 
professions had lately cheered his heart, — ^to ob- 
serve that the lore of others had wa^ed cold,— ir 

* la one of hb letters addressed %q Bfr Boyle, he asys 
Ihaf they w6re recluf ed to fpur, 
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Uvd to n^oum over the premature death of some 
who h&d promised to be osefxil in advancing the 
-cause of Christ. In these trying circumstances, 
howevety he knew idiere to look for comfort and 
«npport. While he contemplated the Lord's good- 
ness to him during his past life, he knew lliat the 
dnty of labouring among the heathen, resting on 
a divine command, was altogether independent of 
the success ^which might be vouchsafed to him ; 
ttid, in the exercise of fsdthhe could say, " Surely 
my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with 
myOod."^ 

'While, undismayed by the severe trials which 
he experienced, he exercised this humble confi- 
^nce in the goodness and faithfiilness of God, he 
was not permitted to iabour without receiving that 
token of the divine approbation in which he most 
delighted. The Lord looked down in mercy on 
his servant, and caused the blessing of the Holy 
iSpirit to accompany his preaching. " The 

»> HHtohinson, p. 198. 284— 280. A A brief History of 
^e >War wi^ thfi ^^ans in NeviyEngland, by Increase 
Mather, L^^Q^ 1676, pasHny Coll. of Mass. Hist. 
Soc. voL i. p. re^ Matb^ b. iii. p. 182 ; b. vii. p. 
45—50. Mayhew'sWi^rt' Converts, p. 29C. Hub- 
bard*s Narrative of the tr^ti^es with the Indians in New- 
England, part i. p^ 18, , 19 part ii. p. 85, 
/ Q 2 
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Eastemlndians," he miiarkedia» letter i^ted 4A 
Nov. 1680, and addressed te Mr Bo^<« d» <^^ 
10 submit themselres to be taught topTfi^yunto Crod. 
A cMef Sadiem was here abmit it» a ibaii of a grwre 
and discreet cmmtenancet Our ptayiiig bidsaiv^ 
lH>th in the idiands and on the inab, aiie (eonsktojed 
tog^h^) numerous s liiQusatids of souls, of wham 
some are true believers, seme leamen, and mm9 
are still in£mt. All of thism b^ iry, and en* 
treat for Bibles, haying aliftdy enjoyed that hkflS- 
ing, but now are Iq great want"® 

The effect of this success which was grafted 
to Mr Eliot, was that of leadiag lam to ahound 
still more and more in ihe work of the Lord, ngd 
to use all the means in his power to satisfy tk^ 
desire for the sacred Seriptures whkdi e»sted in 
the minds of the Indians. With the assistaao^ ef 
Mr John Cotton of Plymouth, he, theralonB, re- 
solved to publii^ a second edtticMi of his tcands- 
tion of the New Testament, and befms the and 
of this year he carried his resolutions into effect 

He had no sooner finished the seeond edition 
of the New Testament, ikmn he resolved to 
proceed with the Oid. Tlie following extracts 
from two of his letters addressed to Mr Boyle, 

• Boyle'i Worksi Vol L p. cevU. Cfrut 
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poffke tm Qoqu^iffted with \m feelings and deures 
on tbip 0iiljecty and exhibit « yery tender affection 
for the prosperity of the Christian Indians, and 
kv the proigress of scriptural Igiowledge. 

Hcxsuar, March 15, 16824r« 

^^ Tbe^Lord's wwk still goeth on among them ; 
and (hovgh tamy fii t)^ younger sort, since the 
mur^y (whoTQ tbw sopils received a wound) have 
declined, and V>o tnnoh misgarriedi yet now, 
through the^ grace of Christ, they are on the re- 
fmiting aadreeoveiring hand^ — 

^* The great .woric ihat I Isatdi ahout. is the 

frintmg of the Old Test9i9^^ thi^t they may 

have, the whole Bibto> J deeke ^ see it done 

lie£raB I die^ and I am io deep in years that I 

cannet expeot to li^e loAg ; besides, we have bi»t 

OBB man, ym. the Indinn ^ckter, ^ho is able to 

e(»npQ8e the ehe^, mA correct the press, with 

understanding. F<Hr such reasons, so soon as I 

received the nua of near :£40^for the bible work, 

I pteaui^y set the work m /oot ) i^d <HifB tenth 

part near is done «r-^e aire,^ J^vit^cus, I^have 

added sowe part •f my M^Fy tp ke^ up the 

wori(; and maiiy more ^Sm^p I might add a^ rea- 

sent oi my wgency infim mAtt^r^T^ « 
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*' The^INCanqnaoy Indians haVe not stiired to fall 
upon this last^ar ; but we are not yet ftilly settled 
in peace — ^becau^they declare die Eastern Lidians 
to be their enemie^and^^tfie way unto them is 
through us ; and our W^meset Indians, who are our 
most northerly plantflition, are in danger to be their 
thoroughfare. And this putteth us into many 
fears; but oipr hope and help is in God,— our eyes 
We unto him. This world is a plae^ and stat^ 
wherein God's people must estpect nothing sted- 
fast : — all things are mutable and affecting." 

y JBosroir, June 21. 1683. 
*' Right Honourable nur^iMf'a&ier, 

<< Your hungry aifHnns €o still cry unto your 
honour for the milk of the word in the whole 
book of God, and the bread of life which they 
have fed on in the whole bible, and are Tery 
thankful for what they have, and importunately 
desirous to enjoy the whole book of God. It k 
the greatest charity m the world to provide for 
theur souls. — ^They only stay for that wwxl fWnn 
your honour,,;Sdr/^My age makes me imp<nta- 
nate. I shall depart joyfully, may I but leave the 
Bible among them, for- it is the word of life; and 
there be some godly souls among them that live 
thereby. Hie work is under great incnmbennents 
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asd 4iseoiviig9inent8. My heart hath much ado 
to hold up my h^ ; li»iit it doth daily drive me 
to Christ, and I teU the Lord that it is his wcnrd ; 
and your hearts are in his hands. I do^ therefore* 
commit the whole to the Lord, and leave hoth it 
mi myself to the Lord, who hath not left ma 
wholly destitate.''<i 

Mr Eliot, exercising this trust i^ that gracioos 
pnmdence which had hitherto supplied all his 
wants, commenced the printing of the Old Testa- 
ment, before he had received the permission of 
tbe Society for Propagating the Gospel in New- 
^gland. He bad not advanced far in the work, 
bqwever, when ho received £460 to enable him 
to carry it on. In acknowledging the receipt of 
this sum, in a letter addressed to Mr Boyle, and 
dated 27th Nov. 1683, he requested a '^ curtain of 
love to be drawn over all his fiedlures," and apolo- 
gized for his haste ; remarking that it was *^ Christ'^ 
work, and for the good of souls, which it was hia 
diarge to attend, and run adventures p accom- 
plish.^ Happy would it be for the cause of Christ, 
if l^ose, who profess to be attached to it, were 
deeply impressed with this truth, and detennined 

* BoyleV Works, vol, i. p. oeix. 
Boyle'sWorltSy vo). l^p, cct. 
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to use with humility all the means in their power 
to advance the interests of his kingdom. 

In the heginning of the year 1684, having 
gratefully received an additional sum of d6400 
to ud him in printing the Old Testament, he 
took occasion to present Mr Boyle with an ac- 
con|it of the state of religion among the praying 
Indians. He concluded his observations on this 
subject in the following terms : " By this it ap- 
peareth that they are, in some good measiure, 
able, by the light of the Scriptures, and by the 
examples of the churches of Christ, and by such 
instructions as they have had, to practise and 
manage the whole instituted public worship of 
God among themselves, without the presence or 
inspection of any English among them, which is 
no email addition and advancement of the king- 
dom of Christ ; and it is no small comfort to me, 
whom divine providence and grace hath made one 
of the poor instiiiments, to instruct and manage 
them mto this estate in Christ Jesus, whereunto 
they have attained."^"* The second edition of the 
Biblef oh account of the sickness orthVTew per-\ 
, sons engaged in printing it, and other unfevoun^le) 
circumstances, did not appearjjfil 1685. It con- 



BoyleS Wijrk^ vol i. p. ccx. ccxi. 
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sisted of two ^ousand copies, for which there 
wa& a great demand. ^ A short time after its 
publication, the praying Indians appear to have 
been involved in great difficulties. These are re- 
ferred to in one of Mr Eliot's letters, addressed 
to Mr Boyle, which we here insert. 

RojTBuar, Jug. 29, 1686, m the 
third numth of our overthrow. 

" Right Honourable unweariable nursing father, 

*^ I have nothing new to write hut lamenta- 
tions, and I am loath to grieve your loving and 
Boble soul. 

<* Our Indian work yet liveth, praised be God- 
The Bible is come forth; many hundreds are bound 
op and dispersed to the Indians, whose thankfulness 
I intimate and testify to your honour. The Prac- 
tice of Piety is also fim'shed, and heginneth to be 
bound up. And my humble request to your ho- 
nour is, that we may re-impress the primer and 
catechism ; for though the last impression be not 
yet spent, yet quickly they wUl; and I am old, 
ready to be gone, and desire to leave as many 
books as I can. I know not what to add in this 
distressing day of our overthrow, so I commit 

» Thomas' Hist, of PrintiDg, vol. I p. 292. 
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your hoiiottf to the L<»d, ^md re8t> f&ta honour's, 
to Berv6 you in Jesus Christ, 

John Eliot^ 

In 1687, the work of converting llie IndiaM 
appears to havB been in a flouridblug state, thoi^ 
Mr Eliot, who was now in his eighty^third or 
eighty-fourth year, was so weakened with his old 
age, and his labours among them, that he was un- 
able to Breach to them ofice^er than ojocB in ttvo 
month^ " The pastor of 4fi church of Natifi k 
rfiOWttjftn_Indian>" observe^ Dr MatJier, in a tetter 
vjjfldressed to iSnCeusden, professor of Hebrew 
; ) in the University of Utrecht^^'f^sy? Ins nattie is 
K ' /^Daniel. Besides this clurcIiSct Natick, amoi^ 
/ our inhabitants in the Massachusetts colony, tfaei^ 
are four Indian assembii^s, ii^ere the natiie of ibt 
true God and JesUs Christ is solemnly *eaR^ 
upon: these assefmblied have iMthe Atfn^fttti 
preach^ts. 

** There is another churdi, cdnsiiting MffiH 
converted Indians, dbottt fifty mfles from li^nee, 
in an Indian towii called Ma^p)yau^;« ^ 
first pastor of ^prhlch 'ijeas an ^ngliBbnaik, who 
being skilled in the American Ittigui^ preadied 

*» BcyiSTWoAg, J«(ldf jp, cejtifi. • Or Maibpee. y 
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the go«pel to them in iMr owntoiigae. Thli 
£&gH^ pttfttor 18 defied, and insteid of liim tlwt 
dmrch htui ttd Indian pastor. 

*^ There are, besi^ that, five aMemfolia of In* 
^Kana professing the nariie of Christ) not te 
distant from Maehippang, which have Indian 
preedkers. John Cotton pk^ches, in th^ir mm 
language, to the last fire mentioned congregations^ 
^ery week, Moreover, of fhe ii^aMtant^ of Sa- 
conet, in Piytoouth colony, there is a great con- 
gregation t/f thos6 who for distinction sake are 
called, " Prayinig Inditoa^" becwteO they p»ay to 
GodinClirist. 

^ Not fer k^m a proBofoiitory called Caipe Cod,' 
tliere axis sit BssOml^ies of heathens, who are to 
he reekoi^ed as catedmmens, amoicigst whom^ 
^ere ar6 six Indian prea^rS. Samnel IVeM, 
pastor of a lehnrdi at Easthain, preach^ to thosO 
congregations to their own langiifege**^ There^ 
acre likewise among ^ i^aiidetis t6f Nantucket, a 
chaafth with a pkstor, wlio wals kt^ mn heathen, 
and sevend meetings of catedhfomens, who ttre 
instracted by tlbe converted £(kdians. There is 

* One of ^r Treat's letters, containing a brief view 
of his laboiwi and sncgess, is inserted in the Appendix 

(M). ^ ^ 

R 
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also another isla»d, .about se^en leagues k>Bg^ 
called Martha's Viueyard, where are two Ameri- 
can churches planted, which are more famous 
than the rest^ over one of which there presides aa 
ancient Indian, as pastor, called Hiacoomes : Johnt 
Hiacoomes, son of the said Indian pastor, also, 
preacheth the gospel to his countrymen. In an- 
other church in that place, John Tockinosh, a con- 
verted Indian, teaches. In these diurehcs ruling 
elders of the Indians are jomed to the pastors^ — 
All the congregations of the converted Indians^ 
both the catechumens and those in church-orders^ 
every Lord's day meet together. The pastor or 
preacher always b^ins with prayer. When the 
ruler of the assembly has ended prayer, the whole 
congregation of Indians praise God with singing ; 
some of them are excellent singers. After the 
psalm, he that preaches reads a place of Scripture^ 
one or more verses as he will, and expounds it» 
gathers doctrines from it, proves them by Scrip- 
ture and reason, and infers uses from them after 
the manner of the English,, of whom they have 
been taught. Then another prayer to God, in the 
name of Christ, concludes the whole service. 
Thus do they meet together twice every Lord's 
day. They observe no holidays but the Lord s 
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^y, except upon some extraordinaiy occasion; 
and then they solemnly set apart whole days, 
eitlier in giving thanks, or festing and praying with 
freat ferrour of niind. 

' "^ Before the English came into these coasts, these 
1>arbarou8 nations. were altogether ignorant of the 
true God ; hence it is that in their prayers and 
sermons they use English words and terms ; he 
that calls upon the most holy name of God, says 
JehoYah, or God, or Lord ; and also they have 
learned and borrowed many other theological 
phrases from ua^ ^^ 

*' In shorty there are six churches of baptized 
Indians in New-England, and eighteen assemblies 
of catechumens, professing the name of Christ. 
Of the Indians there are four and twenty who are 
preachers of the word of God ; and besides these 
there are four English ministers, who preach the , 
gospel in the Indian tongue. jI am now myself 
weary with writmg, and I fear lest if I should a&d 
«K)re, I should also be tedious to you ; yet one 
thing I must add, which I iiad almost forgot, that 
'there are many of the Indians' children who have 
learned by heart the catechisny^ither of ^at fa- 
4BOUS divii^, William Perkjj»^Qr that jrut forth 
hyihe awmbly of di^jpcJs at WestBoia^ter ; and 
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ia their own mothw toogae can vumex ta «I1 tb? 
ijoeitiaiis in it. ^ * 

In 1688, Mr EUot concluded bis coireBpec^ 
dence widi Mr Boyle by the foUowi^ letter, 
which, iriii)eit dir^^cts oor attei^ion to a qottiidw- 
ab)le part of hit labouvB in trai^latmg iivsefiil boofaa 
into the Indian language, breathy the tame ea|^ 
nest desire for the impix»<venient pf his ^noHtiial 
cbildfeq, aiMl the 'S^rQipraBs -of the woik in wiudk 
he had ao long 'isopagedi which charac^eriflEed bia 
earlier yefus. i ^ ' - 

an4<^on8ta7Urmrsing/a^ker, 
<< Sir, — I am drawing home, and am glad of $fi 
opportunity of taking I^ay^ of yo^ honour with 
a|l thankfulness^ Mr John Cotton helped me mucb 



** Maliher, b. iU-V. 1)94, 19a. 
9 This l9tter«Ke^^^!«|tiqteTOrt Oil tbtcontinepl^ 
Europe, ax4 waa t^sn^lMed into four or five difl4va|t 
bmguaj^ The c|lf brated Jurieu, w^ intraduced it 
into ope of bis pastoLd addresses, oM^es respcptiiig ht 
« Cette Lettre doit Wport^^jia^toes grande eooaoli^ 

tioa, et qui sont rai^nmeea du aeie dfl k gUn db 
Dieu.**— 4fiiMerr5. ui.\p. 193. 
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fin die second edition of iJie Bible. I must commit. 
I to hhn the car^ and labonr of the rensal of two 
other small treatises, yiz. Mr Shepard's l^cere 
Coayert and Sotmd B^ever, whidi I translated 
into the Indian hnguage many years since ; and 
now I hope that the honourable corporation will 
1)e at the charge to print them, by your honour's 
fovour and countenance. But I cannot commit 
them to press without a careful revisal, which 

. none but Mr Cotton is able to help me to per- 

The work, in general, seemeth to my soul to be 
in and well toward a reyiving. Many churches of 
confessors of Christ are in motions to gather into 
diurch estates, who do carefully keep the Sab- 
bath. And out of these professors of religion, 
we do gather up and call in such as are willing to 
confess Jesus Christ, and seek salvation by him 
Touching other matters, what our losses nd 
changes be, and how trading, &c are spoiled, I 

* ABmit a year after the date of this letter, the trans- 
lation of "^hepard*! Sincere Convert was printed. It 
consisted of 164 pages duodecimo. The following is jta 
title : — Sampwbtteahae Quinnuppekompaaeiun, Wa- 
fauwoomook ogguutomesuog Sampwutteabae Wunnamp. 
tamwaeuog, &c. Nohsasooweslt Thomas Shepard ** — 
Tkomat^ HUtory of Printing in Jmerica, vol* i. p» 263. 
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am 9ileiit ; but my {Muy^ to God is, bi^^ i* 25, 
26. << And I wiU torn my hand mgKm thee, i^id 
pur^y pnxga away thy dross^ and t^ f^way a^ 
iibymm and I will restore thy judges^ im at tl^ 
&F^% #nd thy couimUocs as at ibe hegiwipg/ &p' 

<' Sir, the Lfrdpidcngyopirday%«ad fill yoii 
with 9II graco, imtil you arrive at ^ fiiUiesa ^ 
gi(H7> wh«r« ^ l^^e yo<>9 and reat^-^ybi^r ho- 
nour's, to serFe you ii^ Jesus Christ, 

John Euof. 

^ Boyle's Works, vol. i. p. ccxlii. cczit» 
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CHAPTER. X. 

£liot*s last efibrts fbr the advancement of the cause of 
Chnst^Wa last illnett and death^HiMtaflDDw^y 
l aastMAlum^j ! OIiwm iI I miii if ^ yi a i iJ i at i ( Q ^i^ < 

f HisAjfiaraS&teii^a Missjonaiy ' 
Qing\k^$uccess of mHabou^bis 
on of the Indians among 




Mr Elio^ << broaght forth fruit in hjs old age f 
.and ** when be began tg draw njear hi9 en4> be 
grew more heavenly an4 more divine/' 

Deeply conviii^ced of the inexpe4iency of hiMr 
jng an offioe, the dnities of which he was nnab}^ 
satisfactorily to perform, he wished to resign bjp 
charge as pastor of tdie church of Roxbtuy, wh^ii 
be conceived that be bad not strength to edify his 
congregation. With this view, be fervently prayed 
that the Lord of the harvest might provide a 
feithfnl sncces^oo', and importuned bis people, with 
someimpattence, to invite another minister. Sonieir 
times, indeed, he would cajl the inhabitants of 1J19 
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town together, with the purpose of leading them 
to join with him in a fast for the hlessing of Chris- 
tian instruction. *^ 'Tis possible/' he said, when 
addressing ihem on this subject, <' you may think 
the btffden of maintaining two ministers may be 
too heavy for you, but I deliver you from that 
fear. I do here give back my salary to the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and now, Iniethren, you may Bk that 
upon any man that God shall make a pastor £or 
you." His church, to their im^no^id honour, as* 
sured him, that they would count his very pre- 
sence among lliem worth a salary, when he diould 
be altogether unable to do them any further ser- 
vice. 

Mr Nehemiah Walter, a graduate of Harvard 
College, and a person young in years, but old in dis- 
cretion, gravity, and experience, havmg been una- 
nimously chosen as pastor of the church at Roxbury, 
found the venerable evangelist disposed to embrace 
and cherish him with the tender affection of a 
father. The good old man disrobed himself with 
unspeakable satisfaction, and gave his garments to 
his successor ; and, for a year or two before his 
death, he could scarcely be persuaded to perform 
any public service. He alleged that it would be 
doing " wrong to the souls of the people, for him 
to do any thing among them, wlen they weie 
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applied 80 much to their advantage otharwiqe.'' 
On occasion of a public fi^ wh^ Dr Mather 
9iq»p08es he delivered bis last discourse, he gare a 
^stinct and useful exposition of the eighty-^ird 
{^n^ni) and ccmduded with an apology to bis 
hearers, be^^ them *^ to pardon the poorness 
and Qieanne98, a^d brokenneas of his meditations,'' 
md adding, <^ My dear brother, here, will by and 
^ mend all." 

When compelled by his ago apd infirmities to 
abandon his ministrationB in the <^urch, he would 
lay, in a tone peculiar tp him$elf, <' I wonder for 
what the Lord Jesus lets me Ijlye, — ^he knows ths^ 
Hofw I can do noljiii^ for faiint'* WM)e the humi- 
fity of his heart, how^yieBti gfkye utteran^ to 4^9 
sentiment, he did not ah^d^n himself to inao- 
tinty. Thotigh he conceived th^ the English 
eould not be benefited by any gifta which ho posr 
SQSsed, he hoped that th& poor i^e^roes, ffi^ whose 
deploiible condition he had long de^ly coipmise^ 
nited, might receivo gpiQO prc# fr^P im feebly 
instructions. He reqif^eated, thtrftfore, limt they 
might he sent to hiin once ja-»wieek» at the time 
aad place most o<m^nioient for him, in order that 
he might catedbi^e tfaeni, and 4o diQ utmost ia hi? 
power to enlighten them, ooneequng t]M» things 
wJbidi belonged to their overlaying poa^- He 
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did not, however, make mtich progress in this very 
kndable undertaking. 

When he was able to do little without doors, 
he tried to do something witiiin. A young boy 
in the neighbourhood, had in his infancy iallen 
into a fire, and burned his face so dreadfully, as 
that be became perfectly blind. The zealous 
minister, therefore, took him home to his house, 
with the intention of making him a scholar, and 
instructed him with such diligence, that in a short 
time he could repeat many chapters of the Bible 
verbatim, and translate en ordinary piece ef Latin 
with condderable ease. 

« When he was making his retreat out of this 
evil worid, he discoursed from time to time on the 
coming of tiie Lord Jesus Christ. For this he 
prayed, and for this he longed." When he heard 
any bad news, his usual reflection was, '< Behold 
some oHJie clouds in which wajBust Jook for 
the coming of^e Son of MaQ^|/ " He onceEild 
m pleasant fear," saysTSrMaSer, ^ that the old 
saints of his acquaintance, especially those two 
dearest ndghbouis of his. Cotton of Boston, and 
Mather of Dorchester, who were got safe to 
faeayen before him, would su^ct him to be gone 
the wrong way, because he staid so long behind 
them ;" bat he often cheerfully said, that << he was 

Digitized by VjOOQIc 



JOHN ELIOT. 216 

ghordy going to faeaven> and that he would carry \ 
fl good deal of news thither inth him ; that he 
would carry tidings to the old founders of New- 
England, who were now in glory ; lliat he would 
inform them that church-work was yet carried on 
among us ; and that the numbers of the churches 
were continually increasing, by the duly additit»s~-^ 
of those that sliall be saved.'* 

The last object of his care from which he with- 
drew his attention, was the i^elfare of all the 
churches of New-England, about which he had 
long been solicitous. When they were placed in 
a very uncomfoitable situation, on account of the 
advantages which some individuals, who sought 
their ruin, had obtained against them, Dr Increase 
Mather resolved to set out on a voyage to Britain, 
that, by his entreaties at Whitehall, he might 
divert the impending storms. On this occasion, the 
soul of the aged Eliot was excited to prayer and 
thankfulness ; and '* his shaking hand, that had 
heretofore, by wilting, deserved so well from the 
church of God, but was now taking its leave of 
writing for ever," addressed to him the following 
encoura^g lines :--r- 

• 
^' Reverend and Bdoved Mr Increaee Mather, 

« I cannot write. Read Neh. ii. 10. * Wliea 
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SnifaaDal die Horonite, and Tob^idi tie mtwwib^ 
die Ammonite heard of it, it grieved tiem ezt 
ceedingly, diat there was Ciune a imJan to seek the 
welfiure of the children of I«raeL' 

^' Let thy blessed sonl feed Ml aitd fi&t upmi thia 
and other Scriptures. All other things I leave to 
other men, and rest, — ^Yoiu* loving brother, 

John Eliot." 

Having been attacked with a considerable de- 
gree ci fever, he ra|iidly sunk under his disordeii 
While he lay in the extremity of his snffenngs^ 
seeing Mr Widter come to him, and fearing that 
by petitioning tor his life he might detain him in 
die vale of tears, he said, '^ Brother, thou art 
welcome to my very soul. Ptay retire to thy 
stady for me, and give me leave to be goneb" 
Having been asked how he (fid, he anawered^ 
^ Aks ! I have lost every thing ; my frnderstimd- 
ing leaves me, — my memory fails me, — my ut- 
terance fails me ; but I thank God my charity 
holds out still : — ^I find that rather grows thaa 
tails." When speaking about the propagation of 
the gospel among the Indians, he remarked, 
" There is a cloud, a dark cloud, upon the work 
of the gospel among the poor Indians. The Lord 
revive tod prosper that work, and grant that it 
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Me diligently prepared himself for its sacred ex- 
ercises ; and it was observed concerning him, that 
he might have been seen in the spirit every week. 
Every day, indeed, was a kind of Sabbath to him ; 
but the Lord's day was viewed and enjoyed by 
him as a foretaste of heaven. His desire was, 
that it should be spent agreeably to the pm|>ose 
of its institution ; and that he shoidd entertain no 
thoughts, — speak no words,— 4md perfoitn no ac- 
tions, which were opposed to its holy services. 
When he beheld any person gculty of a profana- 
tion of it, he imiformly expressed his decided dis- 
approbation of such conduct.*'—^ 

The effect of this close walk with God was ap- 
parent in his life. He reckoned the honours and 
pleasures of the world as the small dust of the 
Ibalance, and he viewed them with the sentiments 
and feelings of a dying man. <^ Study mortifica- 
tion, study mortification," was his address to the 
ministers in whom he observed any inclination to 
depart from the exercise of self-denial ; and his 
whole conduct was a comment on this precept. 
He was extremely temperate in the enjoyment of 
the good things of this life ; and it was said, that 
"^ it was in a manner all one with him to be rich 

« Ma^cr»-lu.iii. p. 175, 176, 178. 
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Qr papd:." If is fao4 wm of the most simple kmd ; 
and M} afipio'el without any ornament '^ Had 
yov ^ee|A bifn with hi^ leathern girdle about his 
loin?, fppc such an one he wore," says Dr Mather, 
*^ you would have thought what Herod feared, 
that John t)ie Baptist was come to life again." 

He so ctiligently laboured to promote the im« 
prbvement of the individuals with whom he asso- 
cia|;ed, ai4 he so habitually and judiciously endea- 
youred to direc|; their attention to important sub- 
jects, thaf moff^ than one of his friends, said, ^ I 
sm pev^ wM^ him but I got, or might have got, 
some good from hira." Alike removed from levity 
and ^oro^eness, he maintained a cheerful and 
grave depoitmept in bis intercourse witb his felr 
low-creatures* He knew that he was in the pre- 
sence of his God, and he endeavoured to regtdate 
las fipeec)i as one whp expected to be engaged h 
fselebrajjng the pinipe? of redeeming grace in the 
re^ons of glory. 

He |vas a man of peace, and he greatly ab- 
horred eveiy ^cies (^ cpntei^tion. His general 
kindness procured and suppbted the friendship of 
Ms acquaintances, and rendered him die object i^ 
tMr mont teoDtder and affectionate regards. }£s 
enemies were few, and he endeavoured, not with- 
out succeaa, to overcome their evil with good. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JOHK £tIOT. 2i7 

inay live when I am dead, it k a work vrhUdk I 
iiave been domg much and long about. But what 
was the word I spoke last ? I recal that word^ 
my doings! Alas! they hare been poor and 
small, and lean doings ; and Til be the man that 
shall throw the first stone at them all." He used 
many similar extraordinary and precious expres- 
sions in his dying moments. Among the last 
words he uttered were, " Welcome Joy;" arid 
his voice for ever failed him in this world, while 
lie repeated, ** Pray, Pray, Pray." He de- 
parted from this life in the beginning of 1690, and 
in the eighty-sixth year of his age.^ 

Mr Eliot's death produced a powerful impres- 
uon in New-Cngland'; ^^ and devout men made 
great lamentation over him." ^< Bereaved New- 
England," says Dr Madier, ^^ where are thy tears 
at this ill-boding funeral ? We had a tradition 
current among, us, that the counti-y would never 
'^rish as long as Mi* Eliot was alive >5» jSj^ mto ' 
jwhose haiMs must this Hippo fall, noyf^Bt the 
^Austin of itV^one ? Our EU^htf^ gone, and 
who must next y^ invade tjj^and ? I am sure 
that it is a dismalV^per^hat has now befallmi 

• Mather, b. iii, p. 173, I8OM8I, 207, 208, 260; b. 
vr. p. 138. 

s 
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our New-Bifglish world. If the dust of dead 
sunts could giye us any protection, we are not 
without it. W^ cannot see a more terrible prog- 
nostic, than tombsv filling apace with such bones 
as the renowned Bjliot's: the whole building 
trembles at the fall of such a pillar. We hope 
that all true Protestank will count it no more 
than what is equal and proj^er, that the land which 
has in it the grave of such jNremarkable preacher 

, to the Indians, as our ELiOT^^iould be treated 
with such a love^ as a Jerusalem uS^s to 6nd from 
them that are to prosper."^ 

The great grief which was- manifested on the 
death of Mr Eliot, bad its origin in the excellence 
of his character, and the eminent usefulness of his 
labours. The preceding narrate, it is hoped, 
will, in a considerable degt^, have illustiated 
these subjects J but tj>^ are several facts jes- 
pecting them, ^vhieh; though not connected with 
the particulMjTncidents of his life which we have 

' recocdet^Ou*/ too valuable to be overlooked. 
'^^^~f\y MWEftot was a Christian of the highest order ; 
and, throughout the coui-se of his long life, he en- 
joyed in large abundance the unspeakable conso- 
lations of the gospel. Dr Mather remarks, that 

^ Mather, K iii; F^^r 20t,^ 
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^ lie walked In the lig|it of God'B conntenance 
im the day long;" that *< he had a continnal assn- 
n^ice of the divine love, marveilonsly B^aling> 
strengthening, and refreshing him for many w ig es 
^wrears before he died, and that '^ his conyersation 
was in heaven.'*!^ Jn lliese circumstances, it is 
to be natmtdly expected, that he highly valaed, 
jmd diligently improved, the means of grace. He 
made the Bible his companion and hisxqnnsellor ; 
and he viewed it as ins necessary food. He do- 
ubted to pour out his soul in snpplication to the 
Father of mercies. ^* He was indeed a man of 
prayer," remarks Dr Mather, ^ and lopight say 
after the Psalmist, I Prayer as being in a manner 
made up of it. Could iJie walls of his old study 
speak, they would ^en ravish us with the relation 
of liie many hundred and thousand prayers, which 
%6 there poured out before the Loi^. He not 
only made it his daily practice to enter into that 
closet, and shut his door, and to pray to his Father 
in secret, but he would not rarely set apart whole 
days for prayer, willi fasting, before the God of 
iieaven. Pra^N:. soienmized trj^ &sting, was 
indeed so agreeable^him, tiiat I fikro sometimes 

* Mrv^iot's paraphrase on our conversdtion it in 
^bflOT^eftis io^^S^-intbe AppeiK^z (K.) 

\ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



230 ^JlFJB OF 

tbcrngbt h^^l^i^t Uibent ^^cTname of Jooam^ 
Jt^vmamrt or John tl^^JPeister. When there was 
any reoiaikable difficulty before him, he took this 
way to encounter and overcome it ; being of Dr 
IVeaton*a mind* that ^ when we would have any 
great things to be accomplished, the -best policy ^ 
to wofk by an engine which the world sees nee 
thing of*' He could say as the pious Robertsop 
did upfui his death-bed> ^ I thank 'God I have 
)p?e4 prayer with all my hefirt. If one would 
have known what that sacred thing, Hue spirU of 
pr(y/ier inte^d9» in hipd there might have be^ 
seen a moat lucnilfinjr'Oid practicid exposition c^ 
it. He kept his heart in a frame for prayer, witn 
a mfUTfd^oua constancy, and wa^ continually prc^ 
yoking all that were about h^p thereinto/ When 
he hoard any oonsid^rabJe news, his usual reflec- 
tion was, ^ Qre^hre^, let us t«m i^ this iQtp 
prayer**' He cfip^tantly uaed his endeavQurs tj> 
le^ his C)^nsti9i» fri^da to engage in this exei;- 
cise ^t private n^eetiiiga, and in the churches ; apd 
when he came into a ho^e with which he was 
jntpnately i|c<ji^ted, he wap accustomed to say» 
<< Come^ let us not have a visit without a prayer ; 
let us pray down the blessing of heaven on your 
fao^y beforf! we go." His delight in the Sabbath 
was no less rep(M9:)c«ble than his ddightin pmyar. 
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Kaviiig used lome expreosu^iis in hk sennonv 
wtiifih proved offensive to one of his liearero, h% 
found himself violently abnsed fw his fidelity* 
Unmindfid of this drcamstfuice, however, he soot 
Mrs Eliot to cnre him of a dangarons wonnd, and 
trefited him with snch affection as completely dis* 
aimed the hostility of his mind. " No mviOt** it 
was said, '^ conld entertain persons of a persna* 
sion different frpm his ow|b with n^fu^kincbiess 
than fae> 1^1^ he saw o^s^ljCftrfs^i^Tn' the feac 
ef God, prevaiUng in them. While he proved a 
kmmer to their errors, he dealt with th^m as a 
ini&ad. Wherever he came, he acted like the 
spoBtle John, in solemnly and earnestly p^Bnad-* 
mg to love, and deliv^rii^ tbe charge, ^ My ,chil<« 
dren love one another.' "^ 

In the prosecution of }ub studies, he was re« 
marisably diligent. When we consider the extend 
of his public labours, this circumstance may i^ 
pear incredible. He knew, however, the valuQ 
of tune, and he was ca^M to redeem it. He 
allowed himself but little sleep ; a|id his advice 
.to students was, " I pray, look to it, that ye b§ 
morning birds." For n^ore than twenty yean before 
his death, he slept in his studyisg-ro(mi, tha(» 

« Mather. V* iii. p. 1«1> }^ W. 

^ -'^ " ^* , * 
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being there alone, he might enjoy his eatiy morn- 
ings, without giving the smallest disttubance to 
his friends, who, in the exercise of their affection 
for him, might say, " Master, spare thyself.** The 
publications which he prepared for the Indians, 
for the congregation of Roxbury, and for his 
brethren in the ministry, which we hare already 
noticed, must have been the fruit of great labour, 
lliey were not the only proofs, however, of the 
extent of his affection for the church of Christ. 
He published several English books before his 
death ; among which Mv^bv*^ the Harmony of the 
Gospels in the Holy History of Jesus Christ,^ M > d 
a reply t«r^o?fcett'8 TV^tise .agaiii8tlBed<3'=bap- 
^msx^^^ih^ Ml ither informs us, that the former of 
these works ^ as ^' serious and savoury,** and that 
the author's hdart was mnch^in it ; and that the 
latter was wiitxen witj^ gi^t love for r those who 
cannot speak far themselm.** Mr Eliot was one 
of the three diteies who were employed in pre- 
paring the first idition/of the New-Eigland poeti- 
cal veraion of the Wok of Psalms ; (but, like his 
pious co-adjutorl hfe overlooked th« harmony of 
his verses, in hislymxiety to adhere io the literal 
meaning of the Hebrew.® 

« ^latherT b. iii. p:*7a 207. 186, 187, 180. Neal's 
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Mr Eliot was remarkably blesa^ by God in bis 
family concerns ; and tbis was to be expected front 
the manner in wbicb they weire managed. Such 
was the love and affection which subpisted between 
him and his wife, and so ord^ly was their walk 
and conversation, that they were commonly called 
Zacharias and Elizabeth. Mrs Eliot lived till 
about three or four years before her husband's 
death, and was a woman very eminent for her ho- 
liness and prudence. She proved highly useful^ 
not only to her family, but to her neighbourhood* 
She had attained considerable skill in phydc and 
surgery, and she di8p^9sed many medicines among 
the poor who had occasion for them. When sh0 
died, her aged husband, who very rarely wept» 
etood with tears over her coffip, before a hu^ 
company of people who attended her funeral, and 
oaid, '^ Here lies my 4€f?> faithful, pious, prudent, 
prayerful wife ; I s^l go tp her, and she not re- 
turn to me." 

Mr Eliot^first child was ft daughter, bom oo 
the 17th Se^ti^Stfa^l633. She was alive at the 
4;lose of the seventee^tk^entqry, and was highly 
esteemed for her piefy ^]^,gravily. His eldesli 

Hist of Htffu^j^iaad, vo). L p. 188. ThonuM' Hist, 
ef Printing in A]^t«kS| vol. i« p. 480. 
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son, John, ^as already bden noticed as a zeidous 
preacher an»ong llie Indians. His second son, 
Joseph, wasWm on thef 20th December, 1638 ; 
obtained bis aegree of Master of Arts in 1658^ 
l>ecame pastorW a chij-ch at Gilford, and occa- 
49ionaily instract^d the lieathen ; and was infeiior 
to few of the miM8tei*s|Df bis day. His third soiiy 
-Samue], was'bonAon |be 22d June, 164rl ; ob- 
tamed the degree of Master of Arts, and became 
« FeHow of Hsrvtkt College, in 1660 ; was 
reckoned a most^ov^ [y young roan, and eminent 
ad talents ; mid (Hed soon 
dty. Major Gookin says 
w^om the world was not 
^aron, was bom on the 
i while very young ; 
„ things toward the 
Lord God of IsraeM*" His ifth son, Benjandni 
vrsa bora en the 09t|i Jaauary\i645 ; completed 
his education, and obtained the <H^e of Master of 
Arts at Harvard College, in 1665 ; imd resided wi^ 
bis parents, though injvited by 6everai>congregations 
to receive their pastoral chai]ge, till \674, ^en, 
after the death of Mr Danforth, he became col- 
league to his father, iuid obtained great respect for 
his filial affection, hm devotedness to the mte^sts 
of souls, and his excellent talents^ n! 



lor his piety, learning \ 
after he left the Un 
he was a person ol 
worthy. His iourth 
19th February, 164^ and i 
but '* mamfested mloiy 



son, 
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Mr Eliot conseeiBted idl Ins sons to tibe wlriqe 
cf Christ in the ministry of the gospel ; but his 
wished were not completely reeilized. All hi? 
children, however, gave such proofs of Uieir conh 
version, that the good old mim would sometimeisi 
comfortably say^ <' I have had six children, and I 
bless God for his free grace, they are ail either 
with Christ, or in Christ, and my mind is now at 
rest conoeming them«' When asked how he 
could beiff the death of such excellent children 
as he had educated, he hmnbly replied^ " My 
desire was, that they should have served God oa 
earth ; but if Go<l will choose to have them serv^ 
him in heaven, I have nothing to object against it, 
his will be done." 

ITie grace which Mr Eliot experienced with 
regard to his offspring, foims an illusti-ation oi the 
words of Solomon :— ^" Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depaii; from it." His fatherly care, indeed, was 
of the most praise-worthy nature. He laboured 
diligently to enlighten the understandings, ai^4 V> 
improve the hearts of his daughter and sqns. He 
was accustomed to watch over their conduct with 
the greatest tenderness ; and he tolerated no ex- 
travagancies in their dress or mdd^ of living. 
With the view of leading tHem to the early nm 
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t>f their mental faculties^ he reg^ariy asked them 
to make a few obserraUmis oh the passages ef 
Scriptiire which were read ^t fkmily worship. 
" By this method," it was observed, " he did 
nughtily sharpen and improve, as well as try thdt 
understandings, and endeavom* to make them wke 
imto salvation.**' 

In proceeding to consider Mr Eliot's charact^ 
as a missicmary, we feel that it \s difficult to esti' 
mate it too higllply, and that he iwell mmted this 
appellation of tt^ Apostle, of the Indians, 
iK^iich has been conferred ybn h^m by the unani- 
mous voice of the JPTotest^t chinch. 

The princ^les by wfa^ he wak actuated, wheki 
he proposed to engage in the ipstmction of ^ 
Indians, were pure/and noble, lie was zealous 
for the honour ofOod, and animated by gratitudie 
for the grace ,^hich hA had experienced when 
called from darkness untoSHght. He experiikien- 
tally knew/ the value of t»$ gospel; and, deeply 
inqyressed by the realities of leternity, he was ar* 
dently desirous of witnessmgslhe salvation of 
simie^ Conscious of his own\^ weakness, and 

^ 

/Matber, b. iii. p. 17^, I81V486 ; b. iv. p. 137. 
(70olun*s Hist. Coll. m^€oll. of Mak^ Hist. Soc. vol. i. 
p. 170,171. — ^ "^ 
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ii»iifficienc3r, and imworthmeas/io be engaged in 
>, the cause of Christ, he' wasydisposed to exercise 
humble reliance on th^Holy Spirit, and fer- 
Qtly and habitually ^ pi*ay that his gracious^ 
iflAuences might acconipany the preaching of the 
* Meditatio|n upon Scripture grounds," 
he remarked, " ^inister comfort and encour- 
i^emenV to ray Ueait, — and this I desire to da 
to look uMo Smpture grounds only." He knew; 
indeed, of TKis^ces of happiness, accept in the ad- 
vancement ofliis personal holiness, and in usefulness 
to his felkyiir-cteatures ; and, when few earthly 
considerations apoeared to be favourable to hts 
views, he/resolvetv^ the spirit of ftdth and love, 
to devot^ himself to the great work of instructing 
the bea;^en, and ta humble himself, that he might 
exalt toe most degraded s^s* of Adam. 

Hip qualifications for tW work in which he 
souatit to be engaged, were oino ordinary kind. 
Bom in an intellectual, and in^a moTBi point of 
Ti^w, he appeared to be an indiWual raised up 
r di^e providence for eminent us^lness in the 
ifchurch. Possessed of great energy of mind, and 
"^ soundness of judgment, he was enable<() quickly 
to discover the truth ; and, animated by stVong be- 
nevolence, — ^habitually radiibiting the kindest af- 
fection,-T-and enjoying a wonderful felicity of ex- 

T 
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presaion, and aa intunttie aeqiAmtaaice with hnBUMi 
nuture, he was pecnliariy fitted to eommwdoate 
knowledge in t maaner ealevkiAed t« move the 
heart. 

Hi9 laboua ajpong the bidiaos proire that this 
is no Tain specnlatbn. He addressed them with 
all the earnestness and affection, which his views 
of their condilaon in the sight of Go4 «nd the 
inarvellons lore of ti^ Saviour, were fitted to pro- 
duce. Wh^e he spared no, thought for the ac- 
complishment of the objects which he bad in vieWy 
he adi^ted no drcidtons mode of instruction; 
hut, wiUi plainness and simplicity^ preached the 
truth as it is in Jesys, and ^ado th^ most powei^ 
fnl appeals to theilr cons^t^jces and hearts. In 
, <^Bi;g^ng them with guilt in ne sight of Ae Crea- 
tor, — ^in unfolding to tl^m/the grace of the Sa- 
viour,-— imd in ^Q(hortin|; tl ^n lo repent and to 
turn unto Qod, le ^pluqrec . dll the wdour of his 
9oul, and arrest^ their att< ntion by his fervent, 
but mild> simply, and conk^l atory addresses. He 
surmounted thf ipost 8>rii»u(9 obstacles by ^i 
diligence,— persevered an ii4 1 much q^ositimv— 
and waxed Gtrqng in the ifau h, when many wpnld 
have relinquished their f efi >rts, and abandoned 
themsel ves to/despair. Act qg in this manner, he 
adopted no Bioastues at tl^e ^qpence of pradenca 



d by Google 



JOHK ELIOT. 



831 



HiB zeal was ttiktdy bat it was dbwcted by 
enlightened nMtestaiidkg, aad combined witk 
caatkm and Chris tan circninspectioB. He studied 
the dealings of f rovcdence, m his applicaU^n of 
the general prin<ip]6s of action unfolded in thd 
Bible. Saccessfi 1 in the formtilion of excellent 
plans, and diligen ; and jKti^e in their pr^Mecutkm^ 
he trusted not in lis wmt resoarces, but m every 
thing, widi prayer uA sUpplioation, lie siade known 
his re^piests «ntc God. Hie sttccess wfaidi he 
p^tadtted io nourii^ his 
insteaid oi destroying his 
e, as it often ^oes in ^e 
ace ^ dnistians, it served only 
t jealousy, and to lead him to 
While Ins name was treated 
; in Enrope and Ametica, 
philanthropists of his chiy 
t be humbly and i^ncerely' 
sriiscribed himself, l'^ one of the leiBst of ihe la- 
bourers in the Loidi vin^rupd.** 

His tteotment <€ W iMmverts wm ^t oF an 
itfectionate par«it, dkl eidightened friend. His 
eeid for their improvement almost co&suined ^m ; 
supportbg Schools, — ^lA 
, and other usefd books, 



spiritual pride; 
watdifcdness mid t 
lamestaUe experid 
to ato«se ins holy 
extend his iaibo«ifi.l 
wiUi die highest 
and while the j 
extolled his deVeti 



and, in erecting 
translating the Scriptu 



establisidng dvil Igovemmebt among them, 
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and securing . permanent settlements, — in lea<l» 
ing them to exercise industry, — ^in protecting 
their property, and their livefi, — and in supply- 
ing all their wants,— he shewed that he was 
" affectionately desirous of them," and " willing 
to have imparted to them, not the gospel of God 
jonly, but also his own soul, because they were 
dear to him-" He cheerfully denied himself to 
every unnecessary comfort, to shew that he had 
no sources of enjoyment from which they were 
debarred ; ^uad wlAle he shuddered to make 
any compliances which might confirm them in 
their errors, or |4tard their improvement in ci- 
vilization, he wste <5areful to exhibit no refine- 
ment, which, instead of leading to imitation, could 
only dazzle thbir minds, or alienate their affec- 
tions. *^ I 6<^ the Lord delighteth to appear 
himself in ihfe work," he observed, " and will 
.have us oonlent ourselves with little, low, poor 
things, that all the power and praise may be given 
to his great name." His flock were " witnesses, and 
God also, ^w holily, and justly, and unblame- 
ably, he bd^ved himself among lliem ;" and while 
he delighted to spend, and to be spent in their ser- 
vice, they; were his " bope, bis joy, his crown of 
rejoicing.' j 
It is difficult to form a correct estimate respect- 
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ing Mr Wniu vaoe(ate>M « wa^foaBxf. His Ia« 
baan^ bodi dkeetlf Imd indtfecUyy contributed 
^«aliy to cKtend Ike king^cmi ^f our Lord and 
Swviotr Jesas Cbciit. lliiNre is rraBon to belinre^ 
iImI, tiuromghliis inatediate iiiBtFBBwiitaiitjr^ sererol 
tandBBd indiam wem |W8edlh>m a state of degra- 
dtttton^toa slate of mpectability) and, wllail is of 
infimtely graatarvcoDsefaeBOe, IhMn a stale of con- 
^cmnatioB to a Btate of gloiy. His usdalnessy 
iMirever, IS not to be vieivied meraij in s^ferenea 
to bis personal^ ezertiona. He mna ^noured t^ 
be the means of leading most 4)f ihe AmeHcaa 
OMSsloaaiies yof ibe sereateoith ceHlmy to estoid 
their beae^^Meiit effoits to tbe poor Fagaiis. All 
alw nmi^s^rB, indeed^ to wbom tiPe bare referred, 
as direct^g tb^ attention to 4be Ibdians, acknow- 
ledged MbtUt obUgationi to ban, looked to bim 
aM a fatber, and delighted to reeeWe Hs cotmsd 
auid eiy»«rageaieBt» JSome of tbese indiyiduab 
^M before bhn ; bat, befotie bis removal, be liad 
^le pkaaaie of seehig othlpigeFvants of ti^ Lord, 
aneh pM tiie Rev. Daniel Gookid, James Noyce, 
fiowl^ Cotton, Peter Hiatc^er, Giindal Raw- 
eon, Qeddefred DelUaa, aad ^ — ^ Bondel^* rise 

• KatleetofMaleoflll^^^IWtsn,.aDd•x4rse|l9firQB» 
«hdr letters respecting the Tmtians under their Ufe, 
in 1693, are inserted in the AppMix (O). 

^^ r 1 
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up to supply their place, 9n6^ enter on the col- 
tare of a £eld wliicli yield^ an abundant harvest 
<< Throagh the blesnng of God," remaiked Dr 
Mather, in a sermon preached near the condosioa 
of the sevente^ith oentury, << in this one Maasa- 
chusetts province, ^iuie Indians have mostly em- 
braced the Christian religion. There are, I sap- 
pose, more th^n thirty congregations of Indians, 
and many/mc^e than three thousand Indians, in 
this one pr^mnce, calling on God in Christ, and 

£/\r hearin g of^mis glorious word."® 

y jr-- r Mr Eliot, in his dying moments, declared that 

/4h ^ be ^w a darl^ cloud on the work of the Lwd 
among the Indians ; and; it is much to be lament- 
ed, that the zeal, with which the efforts for their 
evangelization had been conducted during his life, 
grea% diminished after his death. The mortality 
of the Indians, the eiicroachments of the English 
upon their settlements, and several other circum- 
etanoes (^a painful nature, brought the missionary 
ardour to .a severe Jkrial ; and though, when viewed 
under an enlightened Christian benevolence, they 
ought only to ha^i^e led.to more strenuous efforts, 
Lthey were permitted to exercise an unfavourable 



* .Mather*s Sermo^i,t»rf Magnalia, b. vii. p. 1 10, 
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influence/ It is a subject of gratitude, howeyer, 
that the work of conyerting the Indians has never 
altogether been abandoned, nor carried on without 
success ; and that, though there are now scarcely 
any remains of the powerful tribes among whom 
the first missionaries laboured, the Christians of 
NnriF.ngltind are at present acting with enei^ 
among the heathen in the western forests. 

' Attestation, apud Mayhew^ jDdiMr'Converto. 




Si/ 
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(A) p. 29. N^ respeding the Jfer. Boger 
WUHams. 

Ik IMS, Mr WU^s pvblUied a swOl work^ 
entitled, " Key iuto'Mie Language of Amenea," 
in wbkh he gms tlui follewiiig acoonnt of hm 
laboon among the ladians : ^ Ont of a desire to 
attain their hyigiiage^ I Um nmtfanNigph irariet i ea 
of iateroojureea vrith them, cby and aig^t, nmHuxr 
and winter, hy famd and sea^ Maaiy aolemn dia* 
c oM i uc u I haro had with auWrta of nations of 
them, from one end of tins ooimtry to another*-^ 
I know there is no small pfepasation in the hearts 
of many of them. I know their many solemn 
confessions to myself, and one to another, of 
liwir lost wandering, conditiomu tifaow strong 
conrictions npon the consciences in many of 
them> and their desires uttered that way.< — ^Two 
days befiore the death of Weqnash, the Peqnnt 
Indian, as I passed up to< Qnadihticnt (Cowiecti- 
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cut) river, it pleased my worthy friend, Mr Fen- 
wick, whom I visited at his house at Say-hrook 
fort, at the mouth of that river, to tell me that my 
old friend Wequash lay very sick. I desired to 
see him, and himself was pleased to be my guide 
two miles, where Wequash lay. Amongst other 

.discourse, concerning his sickness and death, in 
which he freely bequeathed his son to Mr Fen- 
wick, I closed with him concerning his soul. He 
told me, that some two or three years before, he 
had lodged at my house, where I acquainted him 
with the condition of alV mankind, and his own 
in particular ; how G6d created man and alV 
things ; how man fell from God, and his present 
enmity against Giod,. and the wrath of God against 
him, until repentance : said he^ * your words were 
never out of ray heart to this present ;' and said 
he, ^ Me much pray te Jesus X^hrist' I told 
him so did many Englidi, French, and Dutch, 
who had never turned to God, nor loved him. 
He replied in broken English, ^ Me so big 
mughty heart ; me heart all one stoned.' — Sa* 

^|Pi|fy expressions, using to breathe from compuhct 
and broken hearts, smd a sense of inward hai^- 
ness and imbrbkenness. I had many discourses 
with him in his life, but this was the sum of our 
kst parting, until our glAieral meeting.** 
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Had Mr Wflliains continued t^perserere in 
instnicting the Indians, there is season to believe 
that he would have proved a successful teacher. 
Unhappily for himself, howi^er, and the cause 
in which he engaged, he adopted some fanatical 
opinions, which led him t</ abandon his exertions. 
He conceived that th^' gift of speaking with 
tongues had only ceased through the weakness of 
the faith of professing Christians ; and, in oppo- 
sition to the te8t)mony of his own senses, he 
imagined that W coidd not with any propriety 
preach the gosf^l to the Indians without imme- 
•diate inspiration. — Key into M6 Language of 
Amencoy in* CoU» of Mass. Hist. Soc. voL iiu p, 
'206, W. 0>lL of Mass. Hist. See. vol i. p. 
•210. Little FoxeSy apud Mather^ b, viup, 9. 



(B) p. 29. A^^nt of the Missionary Labours of 
the R^ Thomas Mayhew. 




Mr Thomas Mawew, sen. a merchant irovfi 
Southampton, came tovMassachusetts about the 
commencem^tof the obijiony. He followed lii^ 
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fir mmm Immi alter his anmi in 
^Miic»; haAf BiartMg wiA AsiqypoiiiteMB^ be 
pwdhtted a tern at Waterl»w n» and applied Imn- 
«^ to IniBliaiMfay. lit I64I9 ka ohtadn^ a grants 
or patnty ef Mavtha'a Vineyard, Nanliu^ety and 
i^iaabath Jales; an^ in the fiolbmiir^ year, he 
plaaed his sea Thoraao, wiithafev fiaglislipeoplay 
in Ik&rdia'a VinejoMdy intendiBg in a dmrt time ta 
fottov theni> with the view af becoming their 



Mr Thomas Mayha^v )a&- heiag a yoaBg 
of ameUant tdmta^ Ufend edacatimi, and exalted 
l^elf^ waft soon iayited by the setdera to become 
theia miatster. Having devoted himself to thdr 
sanica in dw goqid, ha caneeived that b» spheie 
of naeftdnaas was tao Eimted; aid, inthe exercise 
of compassion for the wretched Pagans with whon 
he was snrronnded, he began to cultivate acqnaui- 
tance with them, te^ endoavonr to i^cqnire their 
kngnage, and to commnnicate instmcuon to them. 

Having encooraged the freqnent 
llD«ae> of a yoimg mm named 
soon had the j^easare ef seeing that ] 
vices were not alt<^;ether lost. This indi^dnal, 
indeed, g»<i*e evictoace, m 1643, that divine fmth 
was pvodnd^ a sakitary chaage on his mind. 
Whin he was wryradely and oni^.«mfeed hf 
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ft fasngby SBgumn, e« aoeouitof UiiadnNMy 
wMi the B^iab, Ik Mwvvd in s Mrtflt Christ^ 
BHOMr. ^ I had «!!• hand Isr ivjiiriei/' hm te-* 
■MBlEed, wiwa nkting the dreuMstnice, ^taii 
ftke odur te God ; niitfo I iwonv«d ^moog wi«h 
the Ode, the other laid the graater liold onGed.*? 
He gaY« eevend aaular pro0fe ef wewde i ful «iiii«< 

"""^iBie when endaroig the^ieprMciMi of hkvieini- 
trysea. 

Mr MayiMNT, obserri&g dieaeiiopefal tfy m pteffle 
im HiacoomeSy mofdoified faan aa aa ieBtmni^t ta 
prepare his way to the rest of tiie nattrea^ in-* 
etmcted him furdier kk the ClmtiaB leligMiiy and* 
tawriied him with anewars to the oljeetiani which 
anght be hnnght agaoiflt ita piiaeiplea* 

in 1644^ lytr Mayhew k^g^ to Mmw moiw 
pttUiciy an^iig the ladiaiis. He weat icoJt 
hottae to house, and diKoorsod with as arany per>* 
eaoa as W0re w^iiifeg to hoid mtereoiine wilh him.' 
Nolhiiig of paitioukr ]iitereat» howefer> oooaned 
to him bk the proaecatiett of his kbows, tiM two 
years lifter this period, when Hiaeeemea made a 
deep improasioo on the maada of aoaM of hia 
ea^ttpom. Hvnng eaoaped a parttealar diaor- 
d^, whkh epvead ov^ tiie* whole Maad, due 
yfomtg profesaOT was aeirt for hy fan ehief, who 

^ ifpearedamdoaatohaowtheieaaeiitlfhiftaaNBp- 
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tj<m. I^ embraced the opportmiity afforded him by. 
this drciHiistaJioe, of informiiig his fiieiids of thft 
change which had taken place m his religions yiew% 
and of recoi^mending to them the grace of Jesasi 
Mr Mayhewyin consequence of ^s circnmstanoe^ 
was invited by Towanqnatidk, the chief, to m-^ 
struct him and Bis pe<^e, and to establish a xegun 
lar meeting among them. He was told, that he 
*' should be to them as one that stands by a tuk 
nii^ riyer, filling many vessels ;" and he was so 
encouraged that he ajjpreed to preach to them once, 
in the fortnight. 

These circumstances \were very fa^ouraye to. 
Mr Mayhew; but, he ^^oon experienced many 
difficulties in the prosecution of his labours. To^. 
wanquatick, by the countenance which he aiffosded 
^ the preaching of the gospel, aroused the jea-. 
lousy of the naghbouring Sagamores ; and, oaone 
occasion, he was severely woimded by theoK. 
Wheal visited by his teadier, however, he was. 
enabled, instead of complaining, to praise God. 
that he had escaped with his life. 

At a meeting of the Indians, held in 1644, the 
power of the Powaws having been called in quea-. 
tipn, numerous acceunts were delivered of the. 
influence which they had exerted, both in killing 
and curing men. Hiaooome^ decLued, however,^ 
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I ht hmtd it ansrted Atft diere ware aom 
; n^ did not fear llieBi, that << lia did be- 
ttete in Ged» and trast in him ; and tinrelbffe ali 
the PoiTBinB in the oonntry ootold do him no faann ; 
1m feeted them noU'' This beU dedamtion pre^ 
dneed the hi^fieit eflbcta; and, before the meetmg 
Inoke vpf tweoty^two individnala expreaaod their 
itmra to afaendon their dnsi to walk vith God, 
and to observe hie ordinances* 

After thia event, the^ ouise of Christianity 
eee m ed to gain ground In die island. Mr May* 
bewi in 1050, ennnteieies sefend gratifying dr* 
cunstances^ as ptoch of the snoeessy whicli, nn** 
dot the divine blessing, had accompanied hfe la* 
bonrs. *^ One of the meelrag Indians said, and 
I bope feelingly,'? he remarked, <« that if all the 
worldy— -the ricb^ p]eBty,and pleaenree of it, were 
frasented withi^ God, at Gdd withont all these, 
I wonld take God. Another said, that if dM 
greatest Segeasore in the land sbonld take Urn in 
lue aitts, and proiier blm ids love, and riehes, and 
f^ to torn from his way, be woold net go widt 
Mm §MA tMs way of God. I beard one of theni 
ofidsownacooird, nnto the same purpose^ in com- 
^atnbig against bead knowledge, and 1^ prayers, 
tt^thovt heart boliness, loathing die eonditi^m of 
snch a ittaa, saymg, I desire my heirt vmy fast* 

■v 
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the Vord of God, rapent'of my sms, aad lean upoE' 
the redemption of the Lord Jeras Christ. Soom 
of them -haying a discomrse with Yzzamaqnki) a. 
great Sachem or goyemor on the main-land, com-, 
ing among ^em, about the ways of God, he .in-! 
qidied what earthly good things came along, with* 
them, and demanding of them what they had! 
gotten by all that they had done this way : ^ae* 
of them replied, We serve not God for clothing,. 
nor for any oatward thing. I have . obaerved 
many such like pass^iges, but my occasions at pre- 
sent will not permit me to set them down, I only, 
bring you these things which are most ready in 
my mind." 

While these pleasii^ instances of success do-^ 
lighted the heart of Mr .Mayhew, he had die 
joy of beholding two of th» Powaws abandon the 
delusions to which they had l^n devoted, profess 
their fiedth in Jesus Clnist, ani exot thw power- 
ful influence for the extension of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. He had also the hdppiness of seeing 
that the conversion of these individuals greatly 
sirengthmied the hearts of ibek countrymen. 
Shortly after the change which had takoi^plaee 
in their views became known, about fifty pecBOBS 
confessed their sins, lamented the depravity of 
their hearts, expressed their willingness to rely oa. 
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Hm right eoMn ca a of Jesiu €hri9t» for acceptance 
ht^0re Grod, and desired to consecrate themselyes 
aod iheir children to the service of God. 

Enoonraged by these drcumstances, Mr May- 
hew proseenfted his labours with great ardour. 
He frefuently lectured to the Indians, and in- 
structed Hiacoomes every Saturday evening, in 
tfae doctrines which he wished him to state to 
them on the Lord s day. In a letter, dated 16th 
Qcfober, 1651, he was enabled to, report a most 
agreeable progress in the work to which he was 
devclied. << And now, through the mercy of 
Grod,"iie writes, << there are a himdred and ninety- 
nine men, women, and children, that have pro? 
fussed themselves to be worshipp^^ of the great 
ayid ever-living God. Hiere are now two meet- 
ings k^t ev^ty Lord's day, the one three miles, 
the othw about eight miles off from my house. 
I{iaco<nDes teacheth twice a-day at the nearest, 
and Mmnaneqnem accordingly atJthe farthest." 

About die 4M>ncluBion of 1651, Mr Mayhew 
instituted a school for teaching the natives to 
r^; and, in the spring of the following year, 
the Indians, oi their own accord, solicited him to 
establish a Christian form of government among 
themselves. With their request he readily com- 
plied ; and) after a day of filling and prayer, they 
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gave ikA asBMU to a eofeiwnl wlkii iw laid 
drawn up for tlieiD, and boand liieiiMlfea to ter 
God and bbserve his ordmatioes* ^ tbare w«w 
diyetB EngUih bodi eye and ear witneaws herao^ 
remarks Mr Mayliew, ^ aa wdl as myself, and we 
could not Imt Acknowledge much ^ the LofdTs 
power and goodkesa to be yisMe aflMngsl iiMtty 
who, without bd^ Mvm by power, or alh^iid 
by gifts, were so Mrangly carried ai^ifaist dme 
ways ^y so nmch loved, to kyre tlie wary dkat 
nature hates." 

The profeenon of attadtment to the caaae of 
Christ, wMdi was at thii^ ^om Hade by.^o in* 
dians, appears to have beeto of tiie tkiost sfineere 
nature, and highly fiivoursbl^ to the pt o giess of 
the truth. We shall here insM a few eztraeM 
from one of Mr Mayhew^s lettein, dated the Md 
Octobei^, 1652, as mosttative of Ais resMok, and 
of the gracious dreds which eoDtu^ued to atttsnd 
his miidstry. 

** Within two or ^fifte weeks th^ie came an 
Indian to me in bu^ness, and by the way he t^ 
me, that some Bi^ans had lat^y kep^ a day of 
repentance, to humble themselyes befoie Ood in 
proyer,and that the word 6f God whidi oAe of thefli 
spake unto, for thdr instruction, was F^ hrri* 7. 
* He ruleth by Us pew^ hr everi his eyei^ bdhoM 
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imm^kiamyht noi-the robellioiiB exidt themselFes.' 
limbed <hem what their end waa ia keeping auch 
«^ ? He told me theae aix thinga : Firsty They 
d^siced that God would alay the enmity of their 
bearta. Secondly ^ l^t Uiey nug^t love God and. 
ane another^ Thirdly^ Tkat they might with- 
ttaad^tfae evil worda and temptationa of wicked 
man, and not he drawn <haak from God- Fowrthr 
^ That they mig^t he obedient to the good worda 
and coBunanda of their mlera. Fi^y^ That they 
might have their aina done away by the redemp-. 
tion of Jeaua Chriat. And Zout^, That they might, 
walk in Chriat'a way. 

^ We are, by the meroy of God, about to be- 
g^ a town, that they may cohalHt and carry on 
^ags in a ciail and leligioaa way the better. The 
praying Indians ar^/bonstaat attendera to the word 
of the Lord. About thirty Indian children are 
BOW at.schooL-^They are apt to learn, and more 
are now sending in unto them. The barbarous 
Indians, bo^ men and woaoen, do often come on 
the lectur^^ys, and complaining of their igno- 
rance, disliking their sinful liberty, and refusing 
the h^]^ and hopes of their own power, seek 
aBhfe(^^n'^ JehflfYah, to be taught, goyemed, and 
aave^d by him, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

^ J obaerFed that the Indians, when they chose 
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I Imtb alM dbflcrr^d hmr God it ] 
\4d ihem poor ladui 
I WW diBffie dbwtt towarAs the 
eodof 4m Mknd, aad Mgod ot n Io&b'b ] 
wko WW aoomotod m gnst flMA «BMog tile i 
don, bcfav the friowl of m great fifteheai oa 
■will; ^m Smitamm 9l ^gtmi eagmy i 
nnlioiL on the iBland. At tliii ■no's Iwwp o , y 
I bad sat a «di3e,hk 9&ik,Maig9hmA tiaitfyein 
oldy emmet/Af doMod aw, im fan hmgaag^ to lo- 
kte Qaio ym aoaie of tke ammt ■tonw of OodL 
I tliea qpont « gioat part of the aight m nmk 
diKoane w I thooght fittoBt fior HieiD, « I HMMdlf 
dowhenjhidfem^heirhoafles. x^^bt ho thos 
hesfd did anidi affiBCt hhn; aad Apttikf after faa 
eame aad denied to jon with the pra|iag ] 
to scnre Jehofah, hot it was to the giaat 
tent of the SachaaM on the mam, and these b* 
diaoB ahoat faim* News were oftea faioifiht to 
Urn that ^ Mfe waa had ia wait for, hy ^tfaoaa 
that would eoiaiy take it from hua* Thej da* 
died him, theiafove, withiqpeedto tlim baekagaui.. 
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lOm ana came te aw mice or laM^ ind I per- 
oat V6d tittil he wba ixwMm\ Ue mkei my^ wwa^ 
mI aboat raaofiag kia habkakioB; yet tald ai% 
that if thcrp flhoold stBad willi a slaBp «M|)oa 
against kn brcnrt, and teB Ina that liiey woald 
kill lam preMUlly, if ia <U aot tom ta^boi, but 
if ha woaliiy tbay woaU lara hiaiy yet he woald 
sather Umm kii life thia keep it oa mdk teraw ; 
€w, nid ke> Wkaa I laak kadfi oi my Hfe as it 
\nm betoe I did piay ta Grod, I aaa it to ba 
ivfaDlljr aooght, and da wlallgr dia^i» it, and kato 
tkoso aaagkty wagpa r bat^ wk«a I look on tkat 
-ani^ wfaieh God d^ toadk ma in hii wordy I aoa 
it to>ke whoBy goad, md da wholly knro it. 

** My father and i ware lately taftaag addi aa 
Isdiaa, who had aot lasag kafoee alaaiat lost his 
life by a woand ik flBoniai gare him aiaiosiiB a 
eeerel^ way Hkia maa^ undeotanding of a aecaet 
plot that waato take aapay hi» eaemma' Vfo, t^d 
my father Hid me, that he «d freefy forgifva him 
fcr the sako of God, mid did teH this plot to a% 
diat the note's life mi|^ ha pmaeraed. This k a 
siagalar tldng^ aad wiia aasmig §am headwi will 
do so? / 

^ I ibhsenre afaothat 4iaIbdianBthaBMekes da 
ende^aar to propagate dm kaoaMga of Gad» ta 
1^/glary of God aad the good of ofchapb I 
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heard im Indian, after I liad some dkconse ymHk 
the Indians in the ni^t, »ak the Saehem and 
many othera tc^ther, how they did like that 
counsel they heiod together from the word ei 
God ? They answered, Very welk Tb^ said 
he, why do you not take it ? Why do you not do 
according to it? He fsuiher added, I caa tdl 
yon why it is, Because you do not see your sins, 
and because you do love your sins ; for a& hmg as 
it was so with me, I d&i not care for the waj of 
God ; but when God did shew me my sins, and 
made me hate tbem, then I was gkd to take Gods 
counsel. This, I remember, he spake witb sock 
gravity and truth, that the Sachem and 'all iJie 
company was not able to gainsay* 

*^ Myoxo also lately met with an- Indian who 
came from the main> who was of some note 
amongst them. I heiffd that he told them of the 
great things of God, and of Christ Jesus, — the 
sinlukiess and the folly of the Indians^ — the par- 
don of sin by Christ, imd of a good life ; and se 
.were they both affected; that they continued thij^ 
discourse two half nights and a day, untiil their 
strength was spent. He told them, in. particular, 
how a believer did live above the world, that he 
did keep worldly things always at his feet^ (as he 
shevv^i^d him by a sign) that when th^y wem 
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diminished or increaBed, it was neillier the cnuse of 
sorrow or joy, that he should stoop to regard 
them, hot he stood upright, with his heart heaven- 
Airard, and his whole desire was after God, and his 
joy in him." 

Mr Mayhew continued to lahom* among the 
Indians till the month of Noyember, 1657, when, 
considering that there were <^ many hundred men 
and women added to the Christian society, of such 
as might truly be said to he holy in their conver- 
sation,"' he resolved to "fisit England, with the 
-view oi reporting the Lord's dealings with them 
md exciting an interest^ in their hehalf. It was 
the Lord's will, however, that he should find a 
:watery grave, the «hip in which he sailed from 
America having been lost on the passage. Thus 
died one of the most affisctionate, humble, and 
^igent mmisters of the gospel, Mr Thomas May- 
liew,jun. He had the dause of souls much at 
heart, and, while labouring for their salvation, he 
cheerfully wrought for a considerable time with 
his own hftnds, for the support of his family. 
** He was cheerful amidst his straights," says Mr 
Henry Whitfield,-*' none ever heard him com- 
plain. The truth is, he would not leave the work 
in wluch he was engaged ; for, upon my know- 
ledge^ if he would, he might have had a more 
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» lMl»r«4 Iby tl» ladHMB), tbi* iky 
emAd not \mu 1m ifacDee soiMr wiBmmtk bcfoe 
theyloDgedl fior kus. For namf yean aft« kii 
death lie was eeldiHn named by them withottt teaat; 
aad the j^an ett the wa^Hnde, whese he took 
kave of hk cmifeftay vaa for aU that gfnmwmim 
KnendMffed fndi aofrai«r. ^ The Lord has gtfea 
« this amaaiBg^ Uow,'' ml Mr mk% '' !• ti*a 
awaf myhrotfaeiMayhefr. Hie aged fclher doat 
endewreiu; to ttpheld &»w«rk^ wkmt^ hf UiUmm, I 
have oMfeearamML to cntowMge trhat X em*'*-* 
F<ni9»e*s Aoemmt^f tkim JEfigfik^ MmmitfrM mt§ 
pmmied oM MmrAih Vm^mdy\if^ Ms^m^t 

Appe u im fi m m e mdmiemkmm^ AfM^^hfh 

S^ 29, Srk M^fkmi^s 1,0^, vfmt^i^^ 
E^pmkmm. €MUi^ iSfft Coft in ^(^ ^ 
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edbgfon India^as reimkd hy Mr MwL 

\ 

kiMf 4io«i of imwm is mt taito « tuMiwro hid in 

'< Tli«8«iflflaiioe ef tl»ak( nTBrdflbe dU tirioe x»- 
ketne. Itien, inr iaaduct^iiy fce^/ir«e prop««Qded 
whal k this trwmre wkicfa JB litd m a ield. He 
waamir^ It it r^eirtiMce lof dn, &it]i in Ckrist, 
•ad paildoii «l ob^ and all grtoe ; ai iIm pmyiag 
to God, the wonfaip of Go^ and his appoint- 
M neuM ^ irWdt arc tha aawma of'gnuee: oa idlucfa 
lia dHalady shawiag wliat excelleat pearib tbaae 
sare^ exliailaBg aU ia aeeonat 00 pf «he»; and on* 
-Ml poiat he did modi uiabt SmamMy^ be aafc* 
ad wiiat 10 Ae Md v^wre Ibeae pearlfl am to be 
loimd. He anawerad, the dmrch of CImty which 
4iefdiddoaifatoooiistiteteinthieplace. TkifdJtyy 
be asked what k it to aeU all tbat a nan batb to 
buy tbia idkL He aaawered, to port with all 
thehr ains, vA to part with ail their old caatomsy 
and to part with their fneada and knds» or any 
thing which Undeietb them from coming to thai 
place, when Aey may gather a eharch, and enjoy 
iHX dieae perils. Hero he awkted mnch to stir 
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them um that nothing should hinder them from 
gathering together into this place, where they 
might enjoy such a mercy. 

^< Then h^ proceeded to the second parahle. His 
fifst question^was, \^o is the merchant-man that 
seeketh goodly pearls ? He answered, It is all you 
Indians who pVy to God, and repent of sin, and 
come to hear the word of God : yon come to 
seek for excellent^pearls. His second was. What 
is this pearl of great price ? And in answer to 
this question, he (^^c^ot pitch it on Christ alone, 
and shew the worth abd price of Christ ; but he 
did pitch it on fiaith in ^Fesus Christ, and repen- 
tance for sin, and stood ^N>n the excellency and 
necessity thereof. And ttiis was the greatest de- 
feet I observed >in his ezeicise, which, seeing I 
undertake to relate diat which none but myself 
understood, I dare not but truly relate, beoKuae. 
the Lord heard all ; and I mustngive an accoimt 
<^ this relation before him. His'- 9160^ question 
was, u^at is meant by all the riches he had ? He 
answered. His sins, his evil customs, his evil man-^ 
net's, in which he formeriy took much pleasure ; 
and here he dilated also. Lastly y He.asl^ed, how 
did he seU them all and buy the pearls ? vHe an- 
sweied, by casting away, and forsaking all his 
sins, monnmu(.and repenting of, them, prayiit^ to. 
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Cjod, and believing in Jesus Clhrist. Here he 
feirently dilated, and so endl»d. This, according 
to the best of my memory and observation, is the 
enbstanoe of what he delirered ; whereby yoa 
may observe the manner of my tea<ihing them, for 
lliey imitate me. As for ow: method of preaching 
to the Engfish, by way tof doctrine, reason, and 
tise, neither have I liberty of speech, — ^nor hare 
they sufficient ability of understanding to profit 
by it, so weM as by this way, whereof yon have 
herein a little taste."— ^Slflrwi^ iMtf Weaknesse, 
p. 13, 14*, 15. 



Wlbonof, 

\ 

^<-»»God hath bought semD of the Indians to a 
eenw of ihm siaA and a feinr of his jiutice<<-^ 
Om of ftem, fa^ogW repeat sbcb principles as I 
had begiin to trsin Wm m, wap a good while be- 
ta« h^ caonld ^esk, mmg his conntenanee sad 
b^fara, (ind as I havA midmtood eiaoe» a week 
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toge^er i^ter our former exercise) and, in speak- ; 
iog, tbe teure all the while trickling down his 
oheeks. After being demanded by me what was 
the matter of his sadness, he. answers me, he did 
now understandthat God was a just God, and for 
himself he had been very wicked, even from a 
child. Another, w^om^I used as my interpreter 
now. and then in teadiiog th^n, falls suddenly and 
publicly into a bitter passion, crying out and 
wringing his hands, out ^f the like apprehension 
of his condition, as he told me afterwards ; and I 
find no one of them daring men, to speak of their 
good hearts, but some li^ore, some less, of the 
contrary. — ^Two or three o)[ them have complain- 
ed of tbe hardness -of their\hearts, and are ques- 
tioning of remedies. Speak^g to them of the 
mercy of God in Christ, one \^f them tells pub- 
lidy, it did him more good to hear of Christ, than 
to hear of all effirtbly good tbin^ I would fjain 
hope for seeds of faith in sach^A four& en- 
couragement to me is this,— I find the devil be- 
stirring himsetf, and betaking of %imself to his 
wonted practice of stiiring^p oppOf^don against 
this work by his instruments, as feving the nun 
of his kingdom. Not iong before I #as last with 
you in the bay, "upon a seccmd day in. the moia- 
ing, before l^ey went away, they, cani^ tome to 
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/ 
the muoiber oftwenty of them, voluntarfly profess- 
ing, one by one, their desii-e to fear Go(^,— 4)romising 
that they would leave their sins; l^reunto calling 
Jehovah to witness, and this. to ^o 'all their days 
as Icmg as they live ; some bringing theii' children, 
and causing tliem to make iche . like profession.; 
whereupon I was the more stirred towards them 
in my spirit, to promise th^m I would endeavour 
to be -as helpful to then^ as I could in teaching 
them, which, when I hbd done, they gave me 
thanks publicly. Since this, they living some 
seven miles from us, have built a wigwam of pur- 
pose, near our town, to receive them when they 
come on the Lord's days. And .truly. Sir, they 
are -so attentive in hearing, that it grieves me I 
cannot speak to tbem as I desire,. they seeming to 
be hungry, and 1 wanting bread for tliem. And 
thus, iSir, yoT^liave'a naked narration of our pro- 
ceedings, with the events fallen out by God's 
providence within not many months. It is, I be- 
lieve, a day of smaH things, and so looked at by 
our £|tglish, many of them who surely would 
have perished in their darkness, if all others should 
ha^ c<mtemned them as these. I pray God the^ 
parish not in the light. However I am resolved 
/to babble to them as I may, considering that out 
' of 4he mouths of babes God ordains praise, and 
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found strengfti to still tlie enemy, &e. Tlie Be- 
ginniiigs of God's great wofks are often in great 
obscnrityy wbere he appoints Ae end to be glo- 
rious. ^ Alscy I remember, one sows and another 
reaps, which, wherever lliey be, sndi as are feith- 
ful shall rejoice to gather. I doubt not, 8hr, of 
yonr ferrent prayers, (which I do fturtfaer beg of 
you and others that know how to pity lost ones) 
for myself and poor Indians, that the Lord wiH 
prosper our endeavours this way, and water them 
with his afonndant blessangs in Jesos Christ, that 
the day-spring from on high may Tisit such poor 
sonls as are in darkness and the rfiAdow of death, 
and bring diem to life in Jesns Christ 

William L^^rich.^ 

JSUNBWJCBy thii 92d \ \ 
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rw, qtiilms hactenmidpiHjaetterunit 
~ bonitcUee^ ^fficdund Spirit^ 
(ISotornbeeRii^ Cancer' 
stone Indorumy pu ^86C" u 4 




The 'Confession (f Totherswamp^ 



** I confess in the presence of the Lord, that 
before I prayed,* many were my sins. Not 
one good word, indeed, did I speak, not one 
good thought did I thidk, not one good action' 
did I do. I did ask all sins, and fidl was my 
beart of evil thoughts. When the English did 
tell me of God, I cared not for it I thought it 
enou^ if they loved me. I had jnany fiiends that 
loved me, and I thought if they . died, I would 
pray to God,.and afterward it^so.came to pass. 
Then was my heart ashamed, to pray I was 
ashamed, and if I prayed not I was ashamed, — 
a double shame was upon me. When God by 
you taught us, very much ashamied was my heait. 
Then you taught us that Christ knoweth all (Hir*' 
hearts ; iberelbre truly be saw my thoughts, and I 



• " 'Their frequent phrase of praying to God is not to 
be understood of Chat-ordiaanee and duty of prayer only, 
but 4>f all jreligioo;** 
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hail liMNigfat, if my ifibdrad dbould ^, I wo^dl 
^ny to GocU Tbef«faf«» Aey dying, I mnst nmr 
prmy to God; «id tfaeretoe my faert Ceared, for 
I thought Christ knew my thoughts. Then I 
beud yoa teach, ^ Hie first man God made waa 
Adam, aod God made • eo^enant with him, D<i 
and liye, thou and thy children : if thou do not, 
thou meat die, thou and thy children.' And we 
aw children of Adan, poor sinners, tiierefore wa 
hare att sinned ior we have brdce God'e covenant. 
ItiereCbra evfl is my heart ; therefore God is an*, 
gry with me ; we sin agabsthim every day. But 
this great mercy God hatli given ii8,-^he hatk 
given ns hit only Son, and proflaiseth ^lat whoaoever 
believethiB Christ dmll be awed ; for Christ hath 
died fbrus in onfatead, fbrowrams, andhe hathdono 
i0r nsall the works of God, for I can do no good 
act, only Christ can, and oidy Christ ha^ ^ne all 
for ns. Christ hath deserved (procured) pardon 
for m, and risen again. He hath ascended to Ckid^ 
and doth ever pray to use dieiefora allhelievmir 
soidssball go to heaven to Christ. But when I heard 
diat word of ChrisI, duriat aaid, < Repent and he«* 
lieve;' and Christ seeth who re^nteth, then I 
mif I^^ Bnd weak is my.aonl, and I am one in 
darimoiriiy I am ft very sinp ma% md now I pray 
to Christ for life^— Hearihg you tfAii that w^, 
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d^j^^ braak tlio timdttum m! the Fftthwa?' 

^<iii^||^^8were«t ^ Wky da yd make ▼«d^>4he 

l^^fll^^^ of God ?' Tkea ttiy keist feared 

. 'llbjp^^^ wkea I teacb the ladttmsy becavae I 

•diitfoi iMcb them ngkt, and thereby make the 

JflH: of God yaiiu Again^ Christ said^ < if the 

%^^'Ic»d the bUad they wili both fall into the 

ii^tHir; therefore I feared that I am one btindy 

mi When I teach other Indisns, I AtXk eanse 

^hcrm 40 fell mtalie ditefa^ Thia ia ihe tare of 

Go«t. to m^ that he giveeh me aH mercies in the 

WorU) aad for them afl I am thankfel* I eon- 

fe^ia }. deaerfie helk I camtol deU^er m^elf, bwt 

tf^'mf soul and my flesh to Christ, and! tntst 

my seal irith him, fer he b «ay Redeemer ; aifed I 

d^ii«to c^<H|^ htm while I li^e.— I am aafattMied 

«# a^ my sins ; my heart is brokea for them^ and 

melieth in me, I 190 angry with ^myself for cny 

dbft, aiid I pray «» Chrie* te take mmy 

md I desire that they may be ] 

^U^ Lrhe Gmfessim of WaSan. 

' « Before { heard of Ge^ nnd before the English 
came inta this cmmtrAmaffy efil thmgs my heart 
did woik; mtfny t h i y^m I had in my hem. 
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L 



I wished 
wished to 
were in my 
my heart di< 
glish taught 
I would go 
knew nothing, 
was angry with 
ter the gi*eat sii 
glish do, and I 
and after that I 
then I wondered 
strong to khour. 
die, and I feared L 
to God. Then 



;hes, I 



Sachem 

art. When 

^ha same 

of God 

of their 

Wh^ 



hov 



bough; 



to be a witch, I 
ly such other eyik 
English canr^^tiH 
When tho'vbft- 
coming to their .hj^W^^ 
ioors, and many yeanr I 
English taught.iu^I 
ut a little while ago, al^ 
considered what the En- 
desire to do as they do ; 
work as they work ; and 
le EngHsh came to be se 
thought I shall quickly] 
iould die before I prayed 
I prayed to God in 



our 

prayers in our 

Mr Jackson 



puld God understand 
Therefore ^r&kl ask 



Mr Mayhd 



, if God understood 

prayers m oiu£ language, ^hey answered m^ 

^odjdoth un^rstapid aU languages in the world. 

BSSr ^^ "^^ know how to confess, and little do 

VTknow of Christ. I fear I shall not believe a 

V great while, and very slowly. I do not know 

what grace is in my heart, there is but little good 

in me ; but this I know, that Christ hath kept all 

God's commandnjients for us, and that Christ doth 

know all our hearts; aad now I desire to repeitt 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 265 

of aU my miu. I neither hare done, nor can do; 
iJie commandments of the Lord ; but I am ashamed 
of all I do> and I do repent of all my sins, even of 
all that I do know o^ I desire that I may be' 
converted from all my sins, and that I may 
believe in Christ ; and I desire him. I dislike 
my sins, yet I do not truly pray to God in my 
heart ; no matter for good works, all is the true 
heart ; and this day I do not so much desire good 
woiks, as thoroughly to open my heart. I con- 
fess I can do nothing but deserve damnation. 
Christ only can help me and do for me. But I 
have nothing to say for myself that is good. I 
judge that I am a sinner^ and cannot r^pent^ but 
Christ hath deserved pardon io^d^^^^ pC^P^ 

^'^"^ ', The Confession of IfiskoKkou. 

s_^ <« I am dead in sin. Oh I that my sins mig^t die, 
for they cimnot give life, becanse they be dead^ 
Before I prajred to God, I did commit all filthi-^ 
ness, — ^I prayed to many gods, — I was proud, full of 
lusts, adulteries, and all other sins ; and, therefore, 
this is my first confession, that God is mmifiil, 
and I am a sinner ; for God hath given to me in- 
struction, and causeth me to pray unto God, but 
I only pray words. When I prayed, I sometknea 



Y 
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wdodtftd^ and iboogfali taie itu that God iamb» 
tb« world and ne;; and liie» I lJu«§bA.I Mnew 
God), because I sanr tfacse his worlsf md> die» I 
was ^fid soonttunosi amd gave thanks; yet pre-^ 
BuoAy agai» J did nott rajoteo in it. Again, sonie^ 
tmif» I thougbtt how I do well becaiMO' I pray, anJ 
work not en the Sabbai^d&ys, but c6n|e to the 
noeds^i, andbeaa the wovd of Godw Bat after- 
ward again, I tfaoa^fat; I do» not well, beeause ttt» 
it is tlat jet I do> not tpaly piay ; for now I see 
sia wben Ipray:, becanse iikom m nethiag b«t nn 
III my mffiHib, or baadv o» heavt ; and all sins^ are 
tliese, for of those sins my heart n Ml, becanse 
mif heBBtdodi aemetiiiies^ h»t^ and steals «Rd the 
like. Again, I was. ne* only pfond before I pray- 
ed, but now I am prond. Again^ sometiipes ray 
heart is humbled^ and then I pnr^ O God have 
mercy on me, and pardon these my sins; yet 
eoiodawB I know^ not- whetber God ^id either 
liear my prayer,, or pardon my sii^J^^gmn^ af^ 
terwarda I liHNBght I had gveadyi^K^Jed, beeoiMe 
1 beard of the? good way of pvaying' unto- God, 
fi^¥ ^ batt I do) wickedly, because^ I piwy not truly ;.ye% 
L^^ aometimes I hare raach> ado« to }H«y with my 
Bwoth, and therefore I sin. I heard of- tbat good 
wa^ t» keep the Sabbath, aiidiiot to^ work on ^t 
da|^ and. I didaa; >att yet agaiii I sui&ed m» i^ 
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hecmm I did «ot rererende ihe wovdvC'G^t 
|iea, imd sonetHMs 1 th0Bgl|t tkot working onllie 
6ai>httli was ao gredjt mattet'. Again, I heard H 
waa a good wbj t& tmae to tbe tteetings, and 
h^arlie.wvrd of God, and I daflored to do it; bett 
in ^s abo I sinBad/beceiise I did ncrt tinly ht^t; 
yeeL, soxnefiNaes I th^vgiht it no gneat Matter ff I 
Itoard not, aad cared not to come to hear, and GrtiH 
I «o ^hned. Tbcii I thwaght Ood was angry, 
because I have graatly ainned^-^esk-ing to do 
w^l, and yet again io sio. When I Jdei^ed to do 
w«ll, <hen I sinned^ «nd m all things I siflMd. 
B^t Afterward i ^as angry widi myself, and 
thought [ tnH not 4ik again, and wkat God sa^ 
is good, bnt I iafls sinftil, hecaoae I hs(v« dmie all 
tbese cvits. Sometimes my iieart is batbhltfl, imd 
thea I repeat, and ky, .O Ood aad Jeans CMlt 
Iwfe mercy tm me, and paftlon my ^s. New I 
desire tmly to .pra^ ; now I desire ito Tercrenoa 
the tvord «very 3i&bath-day ; now I desire to 
hear tlie word of ^od tnily ; now I desire to 
bmd my heart to priy, and it may be God will 
hear tn^; bat qaiek^ after a temptadon oometh 
to my hesirt, and I (M not desiv^ it. Somedmes 
I^d llKtdc, tnae it is ^ can do nothing of mysrif, 
hut JesuB Chiist m«Bit Wto mercy oa me/hecaase 
Clnist hath dose for vk all God^s icomnHadmeiits 
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aad good Woriou iher^Ebre my Ijieart saitJi, O Jesus 
gire me desires %fter ^lee. Spnetimes I tbink it 
is trae, I hare |[reatly simun against God, InA 
great are bis mercies. Sometimes I hear the word 
on the Sabbatfa'da^ and he i;iyeth it me, (that is, 
maketh it my own)X Somenmes I say the great 
and mi^ty God is in heai^n, hnt these are h«t 
words, bei^nse I do not fetic this great and jmg^ity 
God ; and I sometimes regard not God's word, 
and make it of none eSetty because I do not that 
which is good, but eomiAit sin. Sometimes I say 
I kaow Christ, because' I know he died for us, 
and liath redeemed n^ and procured pardon for 
us ; yet again I say | sin, Wause I belieye not 
Christ, for that only ii^ right to beHeve in Christ, 
and do wiuLt he saith^^ but I think I do this kk 
T«o, because I yet do not truly beliere in Jesus 
Christ, nor do wha^ he commatideth, and tfaero- 
fore my heart playVthe hypocrit^. Sometimes I 
thiidc I am like unto Satan, becauw I do all these 
things, and sin in all things I do. If I pray I 
sin, if I keep Sabbath I sm, if I hear God's word 
I sin^ therefore I am like the devil. "Now I ksow 
I deserve to go to hell, because all these sins I 
have committed Then my heart is troubled, and 
I say, O God Imd Christ pardon all my sin, for I 
cannot pardon/ my sins myself; Ujr the Brat nmn 
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iHwuglit fli\jiiia the wmU, and ifaevc^We I aai 

tjhe siM whidi ii^e <k>n«./SoBietiiiies my ImwC 
V ^MOiUed, wid I desire fta M«r <jrod» becMse he 
it a^teat God, imd I dorare to do wbM Im aaitfay 
and now I desire to do tlie right way, and utm I 
desire to believe Jesiu Christ ; and sometimes I 
^link it may be God will hear me, it may be he 
will pardon me. Again, I think I cannot be 
ashamed of sin ; but now I am ashamed of dl my 
nns^. and my heart is broken, and all these my sins 
I cast cff, and take heed of; yet then again I 
sometimes say to God, I cannot mysdf be hnm- 
bled, Of bveak my <heart^ i»r cast <^ aw, but I pray 
ibee, O Jesus, Jbe^ me t^^oit Somttitnes i 
een^BSs this is trae, I oanaot redeem niysel^ nor 
deliver mye^, beoaiAse «f dil these my Ma»y aina. 
Tffuly, faU is my heart of sin ia erery thing ; all 
my ]|bm£^^ my words, my looks, my MmkSf are 
ilk of nn. IVtte this is, tberefove I cannot de- 
liter myself from sin. O redeem tho^ my soul 
kma Ml and lorment, for I lUt^ not to do it with 
my own hand; tbere£ore I desue Jesus Cbmt 
^»t I may delight in him- Take thou me, aad 
my sold, beeause thou hast d<me God*s word, and 
idl good works for me, and hast procured pardini 
for all my sins, aad hast pr^arod pardea ia 

Y « 
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heaTtt), therefore I deiwre, O I desire pardon ; but 
I flometiraes think Christ doth not d^ight in me, 
beeanse I do much phiy the hypocrite ; bnt if I 
truly beliere, then he will pardon, hot true htk I 
cannot woric/ O Jeans Christ help me, and gifts 
it me." 



n 



/h/^ 



^) p. 142. Dying Speech of Waban^ a Con-- 
verted Indian. 

^^ His speech is aa followeth :-^— ^ I now rej<noe, 
ihoii^ I be now a dying. Great is my afflidMi 
in this world ; but I hope ^at God doth sovffiot 
me only to try my praying to God in this world, 
idiether it be tme and strong or not ; hot I h<^ 
God doth gently call me to repentance, and to 
jNPqmre to come unto him ; therefore he layedi 
Qia me great pain and affliction. Though my body 
be almost broken by ndmess, yet I desire to re- 
member thy name. O my God, imlil I ctie, I 
remember those words, ^^^. 23—88. < Ob 
that my words were now written ! di that tiieif 
were printed in a book! that th^ were gmven 
withanininpenand lead, inarockforeferl Fev 
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I know that toy Redeemer livetb, and that he 
dm]] stand at the Uitter day upon the earth. And 
Aoagh after ncy sl^m worms destroy this hody, 
yet in my flesh I slia]] see God/ &c I desire not 
to be troubled about matters of tliis worlds a 
fittle I am tronUed. I desire you all, my breth- 
ren, and yoa my cliildren, do not greatly weep 
and monm for me in this world. I am now almost 
dying, but see that yon strongly pray to God, and 
do yon also prepare and make resdy to die, fmr 
eyery one of you must come to dying ; therefore 
confess your sins, erery one of you, and believe 
in Jesus Christ ; I believe that which is written 
in the book of God. Ckmsider Iruly, imd repent 
and believe ; ihea God will paidon all your great 
and nany sins. Grod can pardcm all your sins, aa 
easBy as <Hie ; for Grod's free mercy and glory do 
fin all the w<»ld. God wfll in no wise forget 
^lose thait in this woild do sineer^y r^ent and 
b^eve ; verily, this is love, O my God. Hmto- 
fere, I desire that Grod would do this for me, 
though in ray body I am if^l of pain ; as for those 
limt died afore we prayed to Grod, I have no hope 
about them, now I belie?e that God hadb called 
us for heaven ; and there in heaven are many be- 
Hevers' souk ayding. Therefore I pray you do 
Bot overmudi grieve for me, when I die in t\m 
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world, Imt make yova^vea raadf I0 ^tt, and M-2 
low me^ and thea we aliall see each 4iiher km 
ebenal glory. la tlus world we lire bat a tikatt. 
time; therefore we must always be pii^aiiag^ 
tibat we may be ready to die. Therefore, O my 
God, I humbly pray, receive my aoui, by thy five 
merey in Jesus Cbrisl^ my Saviour and Redeemaiv 
for Christ hath died for oae, end for all my aias hi 
tUa world eomimtted> My f^eal God hath ipveu 
we long life, and therefero- 1 an sow willing^ to 
die. O Jesiii Christ help my aoid; I b^ievia 
that my 4sickDass ^tb net arise out of the das^ 
aor Cometh at pevadyeatiive, bat God aandeth i^ 
Job ▼. % 7. By tbia BiokBess God eaUoth aae to 
r^wat of all «y «ae, apd to believe in CktkLt 
Now I Gonfoss xajaeM a great Mnqar; O | 
me, aad help me, for Cbnst'a aake* Lobc^ 
callest me with a 4e«blo calling, eomettml» by: 
prosperity and nevey, aametimea by afllietlna. 
And now thou oddest me byiuAnewy hmildt mei 
iMtfoi9ettbee,Omy God; for Aose that foigsfr 
tl^ anne, thou wilt focBake theait*^4U9 I^alw bu 
17, All that foiget God ehall be easft into h^ 
Thodons, let aoe noli fei^ tdiee, O toy God. I 
give my soul to thee, O my Bed^Mneiv JMft 
Christ ; pard<Mi aU my sins, and Mi\mt me kmm 
hell ; oh do tho« help me against death, sad tbett 
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I am wifling to (fie ; and when I die^ A i 
and jreeeiTe me.' In 80 saying he di ed^ 
Muioneal CoUedwns^ voL u p. 348^ /lu^ 




(G) p. 169. MUeea cf jSooemor Mtmfhew^ 4md 
tmne €f hi^ ducendcmta. 

/ 
The wanlnpf^ Thomas Mayhew, for some 
IJBe ]^fioiis ^the death of his son, had, by his 
jmdicioiis coyTuct as governor of Martha's Vine* 
yaid and t|ie other places included in his patent, 
^msm/eA A^yeak measares which proved us^id 
in proBM^g the spread of the gospel^ and ^ 
godd yMder ef these who appeared to experience 
its fwwer. Iinding himself unable to obtain an 
Englirii minis^r ioe the Indians^ and raising him- 
self above aU Ae ceimnoniea of his rank, he re- 
solved to nse l^s direct personal endeavours to 
enconrage themVin the iMH>fession which they 
made. Thongfa iiboy^ seventy years of age, he 
labonred, widi tmi^li^kried diligence^ to perfect him- 
self in thw la^gwilpe ; and, as soon as he was able 
to preach ip^it, he Was so denrens of instructing 
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^kmn^lkat sam^iaw \m vfoitM tnml ^mmactf 
\jikiim 9 in •nte 'to Miver ifae anange (of 
salvation, lie was T^ry moLOfrnML in .«his fabwn, 
and in8t^lfnen&l^'m leading some o£ t^e Indians 
who bad (ioutknied obstinan daring the nunistiry 
of his son, to emhiBce the bospeL Of these, as 
well as of the more estabBihed converts, he was 
requested to accept the pastoral charge when 
ahtfire eighlyyaarB «f Jige ;jb«(» apprehending lAal 
if he accepted the offiee wpch was thus proposed 
to him, he wonld be unabl^ to discharge his duties 
as ifoveramr, kit seqnesled/that an Lw^ minister 
shoiM Im electa^ which was tdane, as skm^ 
vriated V / 

. The following extitoctji from <»e of bis lelWaB% 
iMJdrftsned to Major <3r0ekin» preseitt us wifth «a 
aoconnt of the aotivd state of the La^aDS «nd0r 
his care, about the cad qf 1674, 

; 
t 

** Much Mmtoured Ckyftam Gookm, 

-^'-^Hm fiist ehareh was gadaNred bene j«Bt 
Itfteaa years since, — whioh ^unch is now beoeme 
Aree^ 'dHBcliea, by veason of th»r habitatieM s 
two upon the Vinc^rard. Thaia are aear &ky m 
full, and, I suppMB, fi^tly ja cowwminton, [m tiia 
two cfafupcfaes upoa the Vinegnad] by virttte af 
their godly conversations. Which 4AmdMB ha»% 
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Ihaidimk fdr leist:: upon, the isle /QMp|piu]^gick» 
dKty i«mitifl» ; hi«t one of thitm prays sot io. 
God. The other two hundred /and forty hmhes 
MB gvncNdly pntybg. Care is. taken that all and 
evevy one of them, come in by roluntary confes* 
flkMi i wfaicfa. k, and hath heen^ the constaat. pme* 
taee here now; We did at the first weeifW} them^ 
^kmf senoHKckig' hendiemeny and! con£Bsaiiigi then: 
ains ; and tiwie; weoft generatty- firaSsmaa* Qnft 
ei^thsnif they entefsdl into' obiiiich'-fellow8hip» ishenr 
hy the: werd^and fsifmt ofl God>l^y aroj mttFed 
tkarevnto^ Thn» are tan Isdiaa preachert^ ei. 
gttod Inowiedge and holy conyersation ; seven- 
jiuisdictioaB ; aad six meelHigft every Loxdls daiyw 
In every junadk^ioa the heads are worshippers. 
The whole holds forth the face of Chnatiani^,— « 
how sincere I know not.* 

** And for Nantucket, there is a church which 
leliEitee to^ »e. They, as- 1 said, firsts jedned into 
Ml wofship herein and sinoo' WeaiBe'» efaorch ot«^- 
dtert)r, which is RM^aasedL Upon thati iskad^ara' 
many ^ying Indians. Also tie £BinilieB>^' thttt^ 

* According to Dr Mather, (b, iii. p. 200) there were 
In 1074; aboat fifteen buodred seals of the ministry of 
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uland are aboQt tlime hjimdred*'* I Jbave fAm^ 
times accooDted tlie £Aini)iet of both iabodt^ and 
ha^e yery oftea, these thirty-two years, been at 
NantodLet. r 

<< For schools, sometiaaes there are 8(mie»flonift-' 
limes not. Many can read and write Indian^*^ 
vmry few English, — ^n<me to great purpose, — wM- 
above three or four, and those do it bfokeely* 

^ Thb upon the sudden, which is that I know 
to be exactly true ; for I am always censid^ing of 
persons and things, being well acquamted with the 
fixate and conditions /of the Indians. I shall net 
add, hut my due req>ects, and salute you,*and rea^ 
— ^Worthy Sir, your affectionate friend and aer^ 
yant to command in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Thomas Mathew." 

Upon the Vmet^ard, X 
Sepi. 1, 1676. S 

The yenerable Mr Mayhew prosecuted his Ifr- 
hours with great aeal till 1681, when he died, in 
the ninety-third year of his age, to the great grief 
and lamentation, both of the Indians and Eii^ 
lish. On his death-bed he dedared himself to be 
satisfied with life ; gave many excellent counsels 
and exhortations to those who surroimded him,: 
and experienced much joy and peace in believings 
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Previinnly to his deatl^ his grandscm, John, the 
ymmgeet son of Thomas M^yhew, jun. who had 
been settled as pastor of the English fttmilies, be^ 
came also a {n^acher to the Indians, at their urgent 
neqnest* He redoubled his exertions when he 
saw them deprived of the assistance of his grand- 
liiAer, and was successful in deHyering them from 
the isftnence of some erroneous opinions which 
direatened to spread in the islands. He pursued 
Ins labours with great -^sinterestedness, till Feb-' 
raary 8, 1688-9, when he was called to receive 
liiis reward. He was thhty-seven years old when 
he died ; and he left an Indian church, << of a 
himdred commimieants, walking according to the 
rule of the Scriptures.'' In bb last illness he ex* 
pressed a desire " that he might live a while 
longer, to have seen his children a little grownup 
before he died, and io have done more service for 
Christ on the earth." 

In March, 1694,* he was succeeded by his 

If At this time the namber df the Indians on Martha's 
Vinefwtd was' much diminished. At Nantucket, how- 
ever, there were about five huntdred adults, five assem- 
blies of praying Indians, and thfee Indian churches. — 
Gookin, in ColL of Mass, Hist, Soc. vol. u p. 207* 
Princess Account, ^c, apud May%ew*s Indian Convert 9, 
fn 306. 

z 
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eldest son, Mr Ezpenence Maybewv Uien « yeung 
limn about twenty-one year» ei agn* The Indiift 
kngoage had been nolnral to* him fvom bis. u^ 
&Bcy, and he-pDoved a distinguidied vusaioiinrjp* 
He nade a new ifemon of the book of Fmhoa^ 
and the Gospel according to John* He also puh^ 
lished, in 1727, a T<dnine entitled Indian Coor* 
verts, in whioh is contained an impartial aceonnft 
df thirty <* godly ministers^" thirty-seFen ^ othec 
good men,** thirty-nine ^ religious women^" and 
twenty-two ^ pious children*'* As stated on hift 
graye-stone, ^ He was* esteemed a man of gpood 
understanding, sincere piety, humility,, and eha»- 
rity."* He died of apeplexjr oni the 9tli Noremi- 
ber, 175B, after having spent siKty-tfacee years of 
hib life in the gospel ministky, chiefly among the 
Indians* 

Mr Zechariah Mayhew^ the son of Mr £zpe«>" 
rience Mayhew, succeeded Bis- fBrthes. The hkr 
dians, among whom he laboured^ amounted in 
1773, to diree hundred and tliirteen. He died 
<m the 6th of Mareft^ 1806^ in tiie^ flighty-eigbth 
year of his age. Like his ancestor*, be wa» hcM 
in high esteem for his distinguished talents and' 
unaffected piety ; and with him^ to the sorrow of 
the Indians on Martha's Vineyard, and the neig^ 
bouring churches, terminated the unexamplediadB- 
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WMry caiieer •£ tbe M^bei^ 
tf^iem JBn^ish Mimmrs who ham minkkjvdi^ 
Mark's Vineyard, 91^ ME^hew*8 IneUan Qm' 
m«, p. 29)1—809. Gwkm, in CeU. ^ Mass. 
iffwf. iSbc. vol. u p. 204, 205. CkdL €f mm. 
BitL vol i.p. 207. Broum'e Hist, cf the Pro- 
iMiao0iQn^Ckrwtumit^,voLup.^9,m. <:3kii* 
Htm Oboerver^ veLxxvL p. 742. PanopUst, voL 
m.fM£.Jp.S85i. 



<H) f. ITd. Noiiee of the Indians umier the 
^xxre of ^RoD. John €omsu 

Mr John Cottpfi presented Major Gookin, in 
September, 1674, with an account of his missionary 
laboura at !Rlym<mth. " I have not long lived 
here," he ii^femarks, « bu^, in this time, I began to 
preach the word of God to a company of Indians, 
at a/^lace called Kitteaumiit. Since wfaicliy 
liirp4gh 1^ Messing of God, the number of pray- 
ing Indians is forty males and feoNdes.--^ About 
ten ^of these can read the English books, and 
many more arc very desirous to learn to read the 



d by Google 



M$ APPENDIX. 

W0rd«— I sometunes preach to the Indians npoa 
•the Cape, at several places, and at Namasaok o tt^ 
whither come ^ praying Indians of Assawomit 
and Ketcheqnut* — ^When the courts are heni^ 
there are usually great multitudes of Indians from 
aU parts of the colony. At those soaaons I praai^ 
io lAiem ; which I mention, heeanse God halli.ae 
hr Messed it, as to make it a means to enooorage 
some that live very remote to affect praying to 
God,— viz. ManmaneWat, Sachem of Sakonetf, 
and some principal Indians of Coquitt, who mads 
them confesdcms, and declared their willingness 
to serve God ; and they do improve all ihe o^w* 
tunities they can get to hear the word." 

In the year 1693, Mr Cotton had five hundred 
Indians under his care« — Gookm, in CoiLofMcaa^ 
Hist Soc. vol. up. 200, 201. Mather, b. vUp. 6L 




<I) p. 171. Lett^)from the Mev. James FUfAiQ 
Mc^ Goobin, rbmecting his kixmrs amoag 
the IndiaiM» 



^* your*s I received, da^ in S^tember. An4 
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i lMit« UdMvte debyed dmt I 
impamd for an answer t» 
centtdg the IndiaiiB in ibm 
Jblaad, I cannot nndeivtand 
iMilinatioB-to leam tbe 
wiwn Mr Pimondid 
fHaatatatoaa m this colony, 
am'ftverMneia» yen, a 
*eed ef G«d; and at pi 
to any settled 
w w ni sjtry of the word. 
t0 Uonr sn this work 
t» me, mhate indeed 
any in the oolony, the 
•diong the Indians a] 
•nd his son, nnd Wi 
nt lint carried it 
length the Saehens 
not consist with 
and that practical 
heathenish idols, 
narchy; and di( 
Ad not only go i 
aome hy 
and they wonld/not 



:l« he the better 

qneries. €01^ 

^ony, and at Long 

ihay have any 

i of God; bvtt 

itly try, in theserend 

y did generally ahew 

contempt of the 

they will not yieU 

ntt^dance npon the 

God hath oaUed BIO 

ig the Indiana neacer 

most conaiderahle of 

of my time was spent 

Moheek,* where Unkat 

are Sadiema. Thesit 

lahly and tractably, nntil at 

£soem that religion wonld 

mere receiving of the word ; 

iligion wfll throw down their 

die Sachem's tyrannical mor 

the SiBchems, dieeeming this, 

y, bnt drew off their people^ 

and others. by tbreatenings ; 

snfier them to give eo rauch 



• Montrille.' 



Z2 
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as an outward attendance to 
word of God. But at diis 
a willingneflB to attend, 
meetings with, about one 
What progress they have 



! ministry of die 
DO some did shew 
few I began 
' and a half since. 

I hafV infoiiUed 



the commissioners. Prrstl in respect of ksow^ 
ledge they are enlightened in the common prbH> 
ciples of the true rdigiow Secondly in respMI 
of practice, diey have yielded to cast off heathemsk 
devil worship, and on the Lord's day to meet to- 
gether, to repeat and to/ confer about that which 



they have heard me 
God. And he that 
whose name is Weeb 
that he is willing and 
helpful in teaching 
the Lord's day. 
blameless conversalj 



them of uie ' word <A 
te <^ef amongst them^ 
hath learned so much) 
9 in some degree to be 
1 prayer to the odiers, on 
this Weebax is of suc^ *a 
, that his worst enemies toA 
haters of religion Vcannot but speak well of Mb 
converaation ; BXid^e same may be said of in- 
other, whose name is Tuhamon. 

** The numbdr of these Indians is nOw in* 
creased to abov^ thirty grown persons, men and 
women, besides |c:hildren and young ones. Some 
have diewed a willingness that thdr children 
should learn to read ; but it is not yet two years 
since I began with these ; and truly the charge and 
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«q»eace to set up a school 
groat forme at present to a 
dians do suiier much, eq>ecialj 
them, that it is wonderment 
jiiomiiaged, considering tl 
bagiaiiingB; for the 
ihOTt, do to the nt 
pnaefaesy reiiltng^ and 
a prifste and daadestinej 

<< And for the setli( 
of these Indians^ I httPi 



t them, is too 

These In- 

the chief among 

Y are not utterly 

are bat yet in tb^ 

and Indians round 

'hat they can, by re- 

^nings, especially in 

*9 to dismay them. 

and encouragement 

Uiem of mine own 



I given 

.ve procured of our town, 
acres of good improvable 
to them and theirs, so long 

of God. - 

Uidcas and his sons seem as 

on again to the mimstry of 

But it is no other but in envy 

to promote some present self 

with God to turn all to salt 



lands» and some that 

above three hnn^ 

kHid% and ma^ it 

as they go oninl 

, '< And^atthia 

if they would 

the word of God. 

against these, 

;deaga; but it 

7atM>n» &C. 

, << I have notjbng further at present to add, but 

that die LQfd/w<rald direct and prosper you in 

ysomr iHoua iimidments ; so intreating your prayers 

for iiiB> who un, — ^Your unworthy friend and ser* 

rant in the work of the Lord, 

From NoMWM l Jambs FiTCH, sen. . 

I^ov. 20, IW. I ' 
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(K)p. 174. it^maHu im tht ^ 

^ I use tfaettm^ chaiactflni 
eoniBHm me in our fSa^Mli I 
and italic lettem. )|ilflo i 
with tiie Eagliah, oiMiHr 
lowing. Fint, Tlw\dilE 
the letter ^ I17 ieeMm\<if 
m the five loanday od^ 00^ «£ od, cv, 
ciently helped bftiie i^WedhmoikB; w% ' 
§&n laf by the letter Vc, wug in eft, ef 
there is frequent we in ttMlr laagnage. Yet I db 
not pat it <mt of the wAmfAet ftnr the vm of it is 
«liier kmgnagee, hot thef rfiiwertir ^knmttah, 
mdfMitckee. JSkootUl^, I fmiiwmKmtmtmtm 
fmr alphabet, and gire h |fais cbanMter jf, nnd aSt 
^Jh or ^ as thia amblie sonndecfa in the fingtf 
KdnmidfMMt Tfaipvaperaoandof^iaaaih^ 
English word offe Mamdeth. We vae onlf taaa 
Moento. The acmti'to thev iH»t vydkhlek 
first prodaeed in prapoaaoiogof the ward ; whiek 
if it be not a« 

ibair own kngnage^-i^Tbere be twet y ^s eyo a i 
ractens : the reason of increasing tiie aitiMber la 
above, (wiz. the desire of giving ts^^adk letter a 
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puiiform sound.) And I have been tfaos far bold 

wiUi the ali^iabet, because it is the/Gist time of 

writing this languid ; and it is Ifetter to settle 

ow foondation right at first, than tp have to mend 

it altei wa rds. 

• ^^^-^When I taught our Indianlt first to lay out a 

wmd mto sylk^ks, and then/ aecordmg to the 

sound of every syllable, to 

rig^t letters ; viz* if it were 

one Ttacal made tUs syUabli 

GOfimd as required some of 

it «pi than the adding the 

b^MW the vocal, or after il 

afUprdieadedjttd \ 



art of spelling, and 
The men, women, 
Mlaonally leem to 
i«te or custom, as 
as ^Issiire to learn 
toproBOUBce 
kUe which is 
spell by art, 
\ their 



;e it up with the 
simple sound, then 
if it were sudi a 
consonants to make 
it consonants, eithar 
or both. They quickly 
this epitomie of the 



to 



Qro^mmatr pkffunyp. 1-^-5. 



soon kam to read.— 7 
up-grown youth do thus 
but the chil^en learn by 
oilier efaydien do^ ' Such 
language^ must be attentiiye 
especially to produce that syl« 
to be produced ; then they must 
aocoatom their tongues to pro- 
les and words; then learn to 
are printed in their langni^pft. 
Loquendo^ are the three 
a language."--^J^/u^> Indimi^ 
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(L) p. 176. 8ia&meHt respecting 4ie FtMe mi 
under ^ care ef€ke Bee. Ridkard Bineme, 

Fnom Mr Bowoe s scopwtt <d ihe fadiMH 
among whom he kbonred, presented t« JM^jof 
Gookin la 1^74, it a;^ifB8i8 Him tfaef mwrwrnted to 
kmr t m w ire d and iiiiiei|r««evea$ Aiit tfasf : 
«i lA upwards of iweiitjr dflfcsetti i p howi ;. 
nnety «£ ihmm mem hspiised, and ivw^F^aefw 
jp MH tcowwinnion with ithechliix^b^ tllnli^Jhmibs 
aaiapdbad cfaiidien who had iatrif bf#ia to Mad 
aad wjifte^ Aere wiem a ha a dpod ^aad iwt]p-tav» 
aUe to fead IjMliaii, saFeatQP^two to wnt^.sad 
ttiae to read Eaglish ; aad that eight wiore «nt 
plof ed in pceacfaiiig ihe goopeL 

i&i B^wcoa laft no mc^eemf ksk ihe wktaetrnf, 
e«Q«pt dia ladian uMaed SiBtpa . Bq wi fl i ic l » wim 
po^Mcated bis la&(mi» amot^ hii ibaQthE^aa iq^ 
$nirda of foiAy yeanu After faia ufawih, <l)to 2»» 
diana ait Maabpee wene oot left deslitolab 
Bourne, a great graodaaoi «if 4ieir firal 
was ondained their pastor m 17^9 ; :iuid« alier te 
Designed ikia office^ ia 1729, Solonaa BiiaBE|». a 
yoAsaMo^ Miao, coaMteaoad his hdHNua acMng 
tbe«i» and ooMtiiwed to aarva th^n k tfaa ^aapd 
tiil ha was about eigh^yeaBBoU.^tCM»i^Jfeaiw 
HisL Sac. voL u p. 19^1^9 ; vtd.^p^imh 91* 
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(M) p. 205. ]Lettiffrfiwn ^ JRev. Samuel Treaty 
containing o brief view of his hhawrs cendsnc^ 

' cess anumg me tmBarts in the nevghbovThoodef 
JBasthjomu 

- Mr Treat obWiied \m degree e# Master o# 
Arcb, at Hapraid College, in 1669i According to* 
Br C. MBiiMer, beXwas << most actiTe" in his la^ 
Iwura among* the Mdianm The following letter^ 
addressed to the ReV. Increase Mather, Plresidettt^ 
of Harvard College, us datied at Eaerthafli, where 
ke acted •« pastor, 2^ Ai^usH, 1693^ 

«< JRevm-end and Ww^ Sin 

«^t^-^<m niky be KnnA^d aa foUowetii ; t^ there' 
ar» ^ehnndre^ and fiVe adult peiBona of Indians 
Witilin' iibe- litnits of oae town^ip^ nnto^ whom, 
livese man^r years past, I bare from time to time 
imparted llie Gospel of our Lord Jesi» in their* 
own language, (and I truly hope not without sue* 
ceas) ; and yert I cont&nuo in the same service, 
eamei^y imploring, and not without hopes, ex* 
pectmg and wahing foe a mote plentiM down- 
pouring of the spirit from on htgb straong them;' 
And I v^ly do not know of, nor cim I learn that 
llkgro is so much aaone of liiese five bundi^ In*- 
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dians that does obetiiiately absent from, but do 
jointly frequent and atten^ on the preaching of 
the word, and couiftenan^ the same ; not only 
frequenting and attenl^^inff seasons of worship of a 
divine sanction, but al^ all other occasional op- 
portunities, when the ^bspel is dispensed to them ; 
and when our cong^f^e^tions solemnize public 
days of prayer with^aswi?, or of praises, (I usu- 
ally giving them ^vertisement thereof) they 
readily comply th^witb, in their respective as- 
semblies. / \ 
. '< They have ^ur distinct assemblies, in fouc 
villages belongmg to our township, in wbich fouc 
assemblies they have four teachers of their own 
choice, of the taore sober, well-affected, and un- 
d^^tanding p^tesons among them, who do duly 
preach to th^m, when I am not with them^ 
These Indian teachers tepair to my house once a 
week, to be further instructed, (pro Modvh meoj 
in the conc^ments proper for their service and 
station. / 

'^ There /are in the four above-said villages, four 
schoolmas^rs, of the best accomplished for that, 
service, w^ teach their youth ta read and write 
their own language. 

^< Tha:e arealso six justices of the peace> or ma- 
gistrates, in the four above-said villages, who regu- . 
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late their civil af&irB, and pumsh criminals and 
transgressors of the civil lay ; they have their 
stated courts and other infeipr officers in a sub- 
serviency to their civil gooo^order. 
' '^ There are amo^g th«n many of a serious, 
sober, civilized conversatnn and deportment, who - 
are making essays toWar<u a further progressive step 
of obedience and qonfofmity to the rules of the 
g6spel, viz. an ecc^i^tical combination, having a 
great desire to be Jbamized. 

" They are very serviceable by their labour to 
the English vicinit^and have all along, since om* 
wars with their nstfion, been very friendly to the 
English, and forward to serve them in that quan-el. 
Their deportm^, and converse, and garb, being 
niore manly andf laudable than any other Indians 
that i have obierved in the province. 

" But, Sir,! would not be tedious, only craving 
your intereal at the throne of grace for us, that 
we may beVBerviceable to the name and kingdom 
of our Lof d Jesus. So I subscribe, Sii*, yours 



wi 



illingl; 



; Samuel Treat. 

Mather h. iLp. 200; b. iv.p. 137; b. vi.p. 60. 
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(N) p. 219. Ptiraphraae dn ^^ lOuar Cowvetaa- 
turn is in hetwen,** by Mr Jpliot 
* If 

^ Indeed I cdnnot give a ftuW d^scripdon of 
him,** sftys T»r C. Mather^ << tiad what was in a 
paraphrase lliat I have be^d Himself to make on 
that Scripture, * Our conremshfn is in heaTen :' I 
wrote from him as he uttered i 

<< < Behold/ said he, ' the aicient and excellent 
character 6t a laiiie Chrisnni ; *tis that which 
Peter calls holiness in all ipaiiner of conveniatlon. 
You shall not find a Ckri^ii^ out of the way of 
gddly conversation. Tor, jtrstj a seventh part of 
our time is all spent in hMren, when we ar^ duly 
zealous for, and zealous , dn the Sabbath of God. 
Besides, God has written A>n the head of the Sab* 
bath. Remember ; wHidi Aboks both forwards and 
backwards ; and thus iBJ good part of the week 
will be spent in sabb^tping. Well, but for the 
rest of our time ? Why, we shall have that spent 
in heaven ere we have /done. For, secondly we 
have many days for both fasting and thanksgiving 
in our pilgrimage, and /here are so many SaUwths. 
more. Moreover, dmdfyy we have our lectux^ 
every week, and piojo^ people will not miss them 
if they can help iu \ Furthermore, .^Ner^Afy, we 
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have our priirate meetkiga) wherein ve pny^ v^ 
sing, and repeat sernaoiie} «fid confer^ togetW 
aboat the things ^ Cod; and bemo^ow come 
thns far, we are in heaven almost ^^^iday. Bnt 
a little Author, ffO^^ we perforni famUy dntiea 
every day ; we have onr mmntg and (ev^ing 
sacrifices, wherein, having reaiythe Soipuires X» 
our families, we cidl ^vpon ^bmnBme of God, and 
every now and then carofoll/ caifceohise those tbH 
are under our chavgar Simdy^ we shiil also have 
ow daily devAtiiHis in our closets; wbeisein, imlo 
8ai^>lication hefcare ih^AAody we shaU add eoma 
serious meditation iipo^ fab w<ord; a Dwid w^ 
be at this woik n/ less ithwa thrice a dayj^ 
SeoentUyy we haviiF likewise many «c»res of ^^ 
cnktiiHis m a day wuad these we have, tike Neher 
miab, in whatereralace we come into. EightU^^ 
we have onr oocnfiotial thon^bts, aad -onr oceasioiidi 
talks, upcm sBfrit^al matters ; and we have onr 
accas^Qwal acts of charity, wherein we do like the 
inhabitants yi heav|en every day. NmUily, in o«r 
caUwgs, iyenr civil callings, we keep np heavenly 
frames, m buy anpl seU, and UhI ; yea, we e«t and 
dnftk, #ilk somel «ye both to nbe honour aa4 
command of God in all. Behold, I have not now 
1^ an iadi of j^tna ta ke nviorklly ; it k ail en- 
grossed for heaveii. And yet, lest here shottM 
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not be enougb, Lastfyy we hare oor spiritual war^* 
hre* We are always encountping the enemies 
of our Bonls^ which eontinualw raises onr hearts 
unto onr helper and leader id die heavens. Let 
no man say, It is impossibw to live at this rate ; 
to we have known some fve thus; and others 
that have written of sndi k life, have but spun a 
web out of their own bksted experiences. New* 
England has example ou^ns Hfe ; though, alas ! 
'tis to be lamented, itJt the distractions of the 
worid, in too many pnSfesaors, becloud the beauty 
of a heavenly cimv^ntion. In fine, our employ- 
ment lies m heaven/ In the morning, if we ask 
where am I to hefto^dKy ? Our souls must an- 
swer, In heaven./ In the evening, if we ask, 
where have I be«i to-day? our souls may answer, 
In heaven. If thou art a believer, thou art no 
stronger to heaven ^i^ole then livest ; and wbea 
thou dieet, heaven will be no strange place to 
thee: no> tho^ hast been there a thoi»and times 
before.' 

** In thislMaBguage I have heard him express 
hims^; ani be did what he said : — he was a 
BonifiMoe aslwell ao'a JBeneUct, and he was one 
iai those, 

Qjui fiiciendo doeeD^tuB fscieoda dooenU" 

MaJther, h, uu p. 177. 
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(O) f. ^3. Neiicef o^ amfxd Mmsten uAo 
kibmiiP0^ emio99ff ike fndims, and eaOrakg from 
some c^^Aar Lotm wnitm in 1605. 

The neri Dftnitfl G«ekia was a son of M«jor 
Gookin, the Vnler of die fwaying Indians in Mbo^ 
soeiiaKtts. Mm ueemu io iiavie been engaged, in 
early Ufe^ in acbaneiog '^e regions interests of 
the eonverta. Mr Eliot, in one of Us letten ad-* 
chpssed to the Won. R. Boyle, tnd dated 22d 
April, 1684, giv^ tfae foUowiag aeeoont of bin : 
^^ Major -Gookin'i hath dedicated bis^ eldest son 
nnto this aerviee of Christ. H^ is a pions and 
learned yoimg ipaOt abooit thirty-tliiree years old^ and 
hath been ^ht years a fidlow of i^e College. He 
hath taught and trained np two classes of onr 
scholtts unto ihmr cflMineiioenent. ' He is a nan 
irhese abilities ase thowe exosptioni; thongh not 
alKHw esvy* Hia fathefy with his tnclimUiion, ad- 
vised Inn to Sherborn* a small villa^ near Natieky 
whose nee^g-hevse is abovt three miles, more 
at less, fisem Natiek meetiBf-honBe. Mr Geokin 
boldeih a lectem in Nalick meelNig-boiiia, onee a 
month; wtich lec|»re many EogHsh, eqiecially 
ef Sh eibem , de freqnent. He first preadieth in 
Eagtish to the Engiidi endienee, and then the 
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same matter is deliyered to the Indknl^ by an in- 
terpreter, wfiom, wi^ nradi p«ins,AfT Gookik 
hath fore-prepared. We apprefaend/lliat Mb wiy^ 
by God's Messing, be a means to ienable die In- 
dians to nnderstapd religion preamied in the £n- 
^h tongue, andi will much further Mr Goddn 
m learning the Indian tongne.*^ 

In 1698, Mr Gookin is represented as beatoww 
ing mnch care on^'the In<ypi church at Nati^ 
which had dwindled much fl|way since Mr Riot's 
death. — JIbrter, b, w.p. \il ; b, 9Up» 61. J^ 
pendix to Birc^s Li^^ of poyh. 

The Rev. James Noyce/ was pastor of a church 
at Stonington. The le^f r, of which the follow- 
ing is an extract, was wdressed to the Rey. I. 
Mather, President of Harvard College. 

« Reverend Str^ 

«— The labours of life Rev. Mr EUot, Mr Afay- 
hew, &c* have not been lost ; they have not run in 
vain, but many are Aone to heaven of their de- 
ceased hearers, ^d I dhould count it my joy 
and crown to win /one soul, of them to Christ. 
And I am in hop^ that some one or-two <^ the 
Pequots, that wem my friends, and fived on ray 
land, upon my ^ndeavour have obtained mercy 
now dea^ who/died praying, renounced wh^y 
the wajc of the ^eathen worship, &c 
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' **• Alsd' sonae of imr captive servants professing 
ik» faith with inaiiy tears, are bap^Sed, and give 



good testBnony in their knowli 
coBversationy of a real gracious 
^' I have in my house a witty 
SOB, one of the c^ie^est qnalii 
bound fsst to me to be 
wflte^ and in the fiVy of life, 
great hopes, and no^discol 
thirteen years of agt^ — Om 



Sachem told me he 
was afraid his heart 
which, profession woi 
ed, and almost all pi 
Grod was the great and 
poor Indians, and thi 
these things, and muQ 
nesses are al^, 
aerve, 



converse, and 

/ork upon them. 

peftil Sachem's. 

in these partSj 

Lcted to read and 

hich hitherto give» 

ment ; he is about 

witty and wise 

rould Ife a Chiistian, but he 

rouldf not be^ right, ^^Hiihout 

in vain ; but he own- 

, when I prayed, our 

le God, but they were 

did not know him. Of 

more, many English wit<* 

sme aise dead« — ^Yours to 



James Noyce. 



r, b. vi. /?. 60. 

The Rev. |Lowland Cotton was minister a. 
^mijlwich. 7 1 have endeavoured^" he remark^ 
in a letter d/ted 27th June, 1693, '' ^o take a^ 
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exa^ct aeicsovm fii time li^diipaib JuMt f«VMii% 
who d» pQ9^«ipud|r «ae)»4 vpoa tke 4li (i ppm i ti^ 
of the go«pft]» ia tipe p)«c« lba|k)A(pc9PW»( I M» 
conceri^ Jor* Ajm) w^ do ^iA4f that in MMbi- 
pa»g, S^etiiU,«ip4€o^tr-^-iiili^ko)s4er^ 
eacl^ other, jBml aU fapjongiBg U^ tjk ewaoe wfiHW i . 
hly»-*4b9f^ 4u*^ oo )#«» dHiB tjpo hii^4«e4 •a4 £o^ 

the LwiV daf, $bBit» 19 appoimwd •iitf Sunmi 
P»pi9<^ii;; wd At otfi^ tiipe^ I abdl 4i%Ml]r 
piteod th^ gp^ «^ooi#ag tQ 9^ ctpfKiiir/' 

Mr Codikon hud ewevf em&om§wuio^ i# lah t my 
•woQg the Indi^is m Flfmmith mkmfp I» 1^^ 
ib% profiMBed b^liftxren 4)f the goepd ia ihtl4|aMr'» 
ter ammmtfd to fowteea hfuiclredaiid^ighlf-mfff 
betide hof§ ta^ pr}a under twelw yeem of «§% 
wh» wfiire espfMiBtd t« }»e oMre then tbnee tMWM 
that number. At the time of his writing iim 
preceding letter^ the Indians under regular in* 
etmction a]^)ear to ha^e been but little j}w)iQisi|r 
ed.— Mather, b. vup. 6L CoU. oft Jlftm^ MitL 
JSoc. voL up* 20L 

The ]^. Peter HiatdMr was pastor of Oie 
drardi at Mikes, and a toMhX labourer among 
the ladiaM a« Pmd^eg. The Rev^ GiMall 
RawBOtt was a fellow^stttdent of Dr €oMOii 
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Mirtfaer, who describes him as weH ^' aecom{>1i^- 
ed and industrious.'' In 1698, he diligently la^ 
bcmred among-the Indians in the neighbourhood 
of Men^Hun, where he acted as pastw to an 
&i|^h congregadon. Mr Bondet, minister of a 
Frsneh church at Oxford, laboured among iJie 
NifMauck Indians. — Mixtkery b. iii. p. 200 ; b. in, 
p. iW/ b.vup.6l. 

The Rev. Goddefred Dellius was a Dutch 
ministar at Albany. Having, with cdmmendable 
zeal, acquired the Indian language, he laboured 
with very considerable success among the heathen. 
In the beginning of 1693, he sent the following 
letter to llie Rev. I. Mather. 

" JRevermd Str^ 

<< I have tins to add to*my former, dsat a Jesuit 
caUed Milet, whom the Chaeydas took prisoner 
abevt four yem ago, and who is now in that 
caslle a graat man uaumg them, uses all his sub* 
tihy to frustrate my labours, by making false 
impressions upon the Indians concerning our re- 
ligion ; yet Almi^ty God is pleased to strengthen 
my prosdytes in that way I teach them, naore 
and; more. Sometimes there happen differences 
and^^spules between my proselytes and his, con-^ 
cenuBg the points of religion; but ours allege 
they confute the others. This I must say for 
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we foy cetdow fo feira» and veiyi 
IKaebee. I am, narfer fiwovr, tf opiniom 
ilie Jmnk Catadumo, witb tha^svM of i 
added idMieta, wiifc bgr thak ofm liaiid% ivfakfc 
ihay kma tba 2ndtaiis» srincb ja eiilbar w jmtr m 
fwtt iwaeeiid tfrn^ Mr Cofltan Mathffr'a 
flion, inay be sernoeable W oanwinea «v ] 
lytes and otfaepB, Vxeoich 4w come hece^ of ahor 
pennctaas principles ; ayi wisb ^ same su|^ 
be ient me* 

<> I bad put ^ |»r a^^exi Padwa ia their n^CHva 
langaagpe mpoa our xmfss, but they w«ce not per*> 
fected ; now they a^ fisiabed, ^ind the Toi Co«b* 
mandments also. 

^^ The new iiAnt cbiirch among die liec^hoi 
iaafeasesy itl)ei» 'being eerenteen last caauaiiiiion- 
day, the Slst af December iasty. wbo><(ook the 
•acramenit wita «% and icpr others baptiaed ^b% 
same day. . I Abijdc that God has a gseat peopla 
of them yeu the Lord aead a hieseii^ to tl(oee 
means tfaatwe ased lor the eniar^ment of his 
kkgdom aaoag llieip ; and bless yoa, aod aU that 
hdiovr ia his vsneyasd^ <whiah ahidl ever be iIm 
pvayera of/ him mho m, Reanspeod Sky yam moel 
failhfid awl obedieiit sarvaat m ow Lord *Iesa8» 

Jan. IC, — 
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Mi> Idefliitt veloniied t&the Hsgm at the hi»- 
gfartiiifg of the; eigliteeiMlh eemfary; snd, chkrbg 
ttM* cawse of bis toyagio from AmoMi, he lost 
an Indian Dictionaiy which he had com{k>sed: 
Mr Lydin^ Ms sttcd^ssor at Albanf, imitated Tiis 
^sKSMttpfe-in hthomitfg'amongthe lafiwiB^^3fatfiery 
A Hup. 209, 264 ; v^. w, p. 6 J, b2. .Ai Acetmrtt 
tf^' SoekiyfpT Pr&poffttting mt Oospd in /b* 
rtifffi PieariBy ^L&nA YlWi p |S, 4B. 



Letter from the Rev. Bi 

Ifierea/e Math^ 



llfaxter, to 



thel^. 



^ Dear Bwthery 

^ I thought I had heen near dying at twelve 
o'clock in hed, — fant your book reriVed me ; I lay 
reading it t^ntil l^tween one and two. I knew 
much of Mr Eliot's opinions by many letters 
which I had mm hkn. There was no man on 
earth whom yGt honomred abore him. It is his 
"^Wofky that is, the Apostolical Succes- 
stony that Implead finr. I am now dying, I bope» as 
he did. /It pleased me to read from him my case : 
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• My underslandmg feiWIht my memoxj Mlethf my 
tongae faileth, [and my hand and pmML^'] but my . 
eluuity faileth not.' That word.ra^ch ccnaforted 
me. — 

" I loved your FATHt%^fxpovJthB letters I re- 
ceived from him. I love Yoy better for your 
learning, labours, and peaceejue moderation. I 
love YOUR SON better than 
excellent temper that app^el|i in^his writings. 
O that godliness and wia^om thus increase in 
all families! He hath honoured himself half as 
MUCH as Mr Eliot ; I Xay, but i|Alf as much, 
for DEEDS excel woRiife. God preserve you and 
New-England ! Pny for your fainting, languidi- 
io^ friend, 

Ri. Baxteiju 
August 3, 



FINIS. X /^ « 
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